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“Elite’s going to be hard 
pushed to top FOFT - 89%” 
The One (October 1988) 


“Well worth thirty quid" 
New Computer Express 


“Well worth the £29.95 


entry fee - 90%” 
Popular Computing Weekly 


WHY FOFT MUST FLOP 


Gremlin's quest for interstellar wealth — see page 43 


WIN A TRIP TO ROME! EXCLUSIVE: 





ШШ 
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IR CRUZ, SOLOMONS... 
IGED 





DIAL 0248 
SSSO20 AND 
YOU COULD WIN 
POPULUS WITH A 
MODEM! 





Sweet-eating Linel give away the goods, including a pound 
of swiss chocolate to each of the 10 runners up, and copies 
of The Champ to all winners 

See page 80 





APCENGINE ES 
BUNDLED WITH wawas 
THREE TOP 
ENGINE TITLES! 


Canit be true, is CRL really giving away a holdiday in Rome? 


| Courtesy of Micromedia. And if you don't win the Engine, | Is the Pope Polish? Here's your chance to visit the city that 
we're giving away a Boken (that's a wooden sword to you)to wasn't built in a day. Plus 50 copies of / Ludicrus for the 
the runner up! runners-up — and that's no papal bull! 
See page 60 See page 17 











ун jen Vi Bran? One minute your ting ue 
jJ—15 Vu rante te kal ба a qa me ruit робка a eS 
"oe and rt on your eon ч E 


епа! mat. l 

Gof, Sikwommand Denar land on Yo Good games ой here, but as we know 
‘of the matter is that there are always , True, the post-Xmas. 

ctr tear MEET DUET 


а he month: ТОМ ers moe gane reviws ad mom сара Wan МЕ, 
ate 
Sry To ot pe net 2 








ТОМ NEWS AND PREVIEWS 


All the latest facts and gossip on the software scene, 
including the latest deatils on Konix games, Nintendo and 
‘Sega 16-bit, and Atari's plans for the future 















REVIEW CATALOGUE 


The mighty Populus, the unbearably addictive Zany Golf 


and Pipeline, plus Nintendo, Sega and PC Engine 
reviewed 


FEATURES 


MICROS IN THE MUSIC STUDIO 


TGM looks at the use of computers in the professional 
recording studio 


HELLO, I MUST BE GOING 


Mel Croucher's been sticking his nose into other people's 
busines: 


did you | 





ме the computer industry?" 
1989 READER SURVEY 


Here's your chance to tell us what you really think about 
your favourite mag, and help to shape its future 


Jon Rose 
Ей 


jain — this time the question on his lips is ‘why 


COIN-OP CONFRONTATION 


Something different this month as Robin Hogg looks at 
buying second hand arcade machines (imagine sticking a 
full sized Outrun cabinet in your living roo: 


PLAYING TIPS 


Plenty of helpful scams to keep even the most hardened 
games player happy 


FANTASY GAMES 

John Woods reflects on the dark future of Twilight 2000 
GALLERY 

More winning computer graphics 

BACK BYTES 


Programming and communications features join this 
months regular hardware and applications guide 
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У 
ЖЕ Take on me roie ot 
avenging angel as you 
mete out rough justice 
to the perpetrators of 


Battle for supremacy ate 
| four types of Evil Мија star-throwing 
ASSASSINS WHOSE skins are manifold and 






Чалаегомз. Alo cut tb spoil yout day are Acrobatic. • 

Women Warridrs and Vicieus Guard Dogs. At the end of evi and lawlessness] Some of [ 
each level you must dvercome the Ninja Master in order т, the most exciting scenes ever to fita + 
to progress — ponte canpies of these Aupérhüman donipuler Screen|cohfrant you, The future ii hee | PART } 
\villainsjare: A fire-breathing Fat Мап, an Armour Clad @ | and now when you take up thi$ challenge — PART MAN. 1 
[Giant Моја — who has a disconcerting habit ef suddenly MAN — PART MACHINE — ALL COP |. . ROBOCOR | 
m 1 à “aes 5 
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Ocean Software Limited : 6 < 
Telephone: 061 832 6633 - Tele 































D€-Comics famous super ЕС Le Mans i$ the 24-hour 

| neteuronreoksontothe | 4 опа ehdurante championship. 

тусч зсрет n a pramon Al other races pale iri comparison. | 

fortes pr ey in Gotham City Start the SEVE fp other race chellenges a triver 

Ж mole od парода thd шода of fu and exgiterpentas you ‘physically or emotionally, as WE Le Mans 
face the tnchiestcustomer of al, the Penguin. Save sore 24. The racer must push himself and his car far 
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PREVIEWS 





TGM PREVIEWS 


Nerves of Јава 


nic Arts plunge you straigh 





with thermal-image n 








Join the club: you'll have to if you want to get hold of Myth, the latest 
adventure from Magnetic Scrolls. For Official Secrets, a society ofadven- | 
turers, has had it specially written - and now they re offering it free to 
members (on all formats except CPC, C64 tape. and Spectrum tape). 

Membership, which costs £19.95 per year in Britain and £24.95 per year 
elsewhere in ihe EEC, includes six issues of an adventurers’ mag, two 
free games, and sundry gimmicks. For further information write to Offi- 
cial Secrets, PO Box 847, Harlow CM21 9PH. (Cé4 screen.) 























Tengen label launched with 
Vindicators 









| ———  ,—— лы 
A whole new ball game 
| 


»2995.^9. 
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el 




















PREVIEWS 








It is very annoying... 





mpared with what 





sgh! when it's released in early 
dictive game (ain't they all?) 








May. For it's pitched as a simp a 
which just won't let you win. Anyhow, fighting monstrous creatures and 
off steam. (C64 screen; also 





destroying cities s ke a good way 
avallable for Spectrum, ST and PC.) 








SEUCK slowly 








Meanwhile, Outlaw have 





American pie in the sky? 


London shop Software Circus has imported a new flight simulation from 
‘America’s Broderbund - Jetfighter: The Adventure. At £39.95, this PC game 
includes over 30 missions in a wide variety of settings, three different plan 

an aircraft carrier, and а fully digitised rendering of the State of California’! 


We'd rather have the sun and oranges, but if Jetfighter will suffice contact 
Software Circus, The Plaza on Oxford Street, 120 Oxford Street, London 
WIN 9DP (01) 436-2811. 512K and EGA are required. 

There'll be a review next issue. 











Ш Sega special 


Virgin Mastertronic have four great-looking games 
lined up for the 8-bit Sega... 

® Vigilante 

Beat- 'em-up action on the mean streets 


m Altered Beast 
Become a Japanese werewolf in Britain 








E Time Soldiers 
More nonstop combat 


Wi California Games 
The famous sports compendium 





Ш Activision action on Amiga 
m R-Type end all aliens 
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by Marshal М Rosenth 
im New York 





When is a joystick not a joystick? 
When it's U Force. ‘Now nothing 
comes between you and the game” is 
what Broderbund claim — and they're 
right 

Put in a game, turn on the Nin 
tendo, grab U Force . . . no you don't! 
Forget about making contact with it — 
Just move your hand across the open 
space in front of the black box and 
BLAM, suddenly the game is respond 
ing like you just pushed a joystick to 
the lett. 

Mike Tyson's Punchowi 
example. Actually box 
and rights and watch your onscreen 
character do the same. The sense of 

you really 











throw lefts 


freedom is exhilarating 
feel in control of what's going on, like 














you're a part of i 

Try playing Top Gun, leaning into 
the screen to bank your jet. or firing 
the machine guns by going “rattity 


tat nds. 


lesigned by Dave 






Capper, formerl 
hated the restric 
begins, ‘so I created a device that put 
ош a, let's call it a force field that 
senses your presence and what you're 











doing.’ Capper smiles as he says 
it’s obvious he isn't giving out the sec 





Take your life in your hands wi 
'ol-style grip of De Game 
ма ейп» Quick, Joy, Super 
charger, a cheap (£12.99) eight. 
directional stick with suction. 
pads, two FIRES and an AUTOFINI. 

The microswitched stick also 
features an unusual CPC selection 
button, allowing autofire on the 
Amstrad 8-bit micro, 

Apparently the first of many 
Quick Joy sticks, It’s available 
from retailers or De Gale Market- 
ing. 81 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WIA LEY @ (01) 637-5735 
ог (01) 631-1189. 

















Heavy Mattel: punching with їйє Power. 


E THE JOY OF SUCKS 


TGM looks at vigorous hand movement 


New for Nintendo 


ret of how his device interacts with 
the player 

Cappers creation even includes 
extras for people who need the feeling. 
of gripping something while they 
play. There's a set of firing handles 
that work just fine without forcing the 
plšyer to return to the world of con- 
ventional joysticks. Also included is a 
T-bar for steering games — it fits into a 
lot on the imposing black, clamshell: 
like about the size of a small 

The U Force itself plugs into the 
Joystick port of the Nintendo and is set 
wp either in an upright position or 















































folded ош flat- A set of small switches. 
is then used to esoligure k for the 
ркен d puntos si Беке» 

п will be avallablein America in the 
Ifthe glove fits . 
Capper lc Мапе before he designed 
the U Force, butt Sms 
Nintendo. per with ne 
Power Glove 

Toe Pawa Glosa ida im soins 












PC flight yoke 


Fancy flying with real сомо? 
Software Circus have just the 
thing = the (79.95 Cewna-ityle 


Erro 
i | 


RICE 


It’s a star: Croc Dundee would be 
proud, judging by the rave write- 
ups Multicoin’s Star Cursor stick 
has been getting in Aussie com- 
puter may 

And that's not just becau: 
large (6-inch by 4'inch base) 
microswitched joystick, just 
launched, is an Australian prod- 
uct = with four suction cups, three 
rine buttons and eight-way move- 
ment, it's also a sturdy, tough-to- 
break stick for serious gamesters. 

It’s available in Britain for 
£18.99 from Glasgow-based Micro 
Leisure. 


the 


‘Landon WIN ЗОРЕ (01) 436° 








h: U Force inventor Dave Capper 
d that ride piggyback behind the 
knuckles and up to the wrist 
Sensors respond to the onscreen 
action ~ grab hold of an imaginary 
steering wheel in Rad Racer and zip. 





PC joy 











hear and Kral down the road, or make Mario Jump 
reaches Britain with the by wriggling an index finger 
Premium I and Ti both Setting up requires entering agame | 
Ieaported by 6d wills | code into the Glove's numeric p 
shout aki coma ИК. The manual also shows how to с 
Bosh lesturedualrarbations tornise games so they react to your 
andacholceolreslence,betw- own. personalised hand and finger 
cen tee lou and a spring »vements 
pushing the ша badk othe And since all Nintendo cartridges 
are compatible with the glove, try 
Еа | playing one of those old games that 
~butthe€29.9Premiamifihas have been thoroughly mastered. Sud 





ıa third na button, The Pre- 


denly it’s a whole new sensation. — | 

Things will get even more handy 
when Mattel release their Glove Gam: 
ing series. These games will display an 
onscreen hand that reacts as yours 
does, for the kind of action a joystick 















‘costs £19.99—butihiere'saten сап handle 
‘quidreducionifyoubuyiwith Bad Street Brawler will be the first in 
а Konis joystick. the series, with more to come later 


Available in two sizes (for right 
hand only), the Power Glove should 
appear in America by late summer 
and will retail for about $75 (£43). 





[NPS SSD (0495) 350101, 
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A tale of two Ataris 


Lawsuit update and exclusive interview . . . 





by Marshal M Rosenthal 
in New York 





Everybody's curious about Atari hese smoke clears — which is how long it 
days. Talk of lawsuits against Nin- took Polaroid to force Kodak out of 
| tendo, new gaming machines — does the instant-print and camera market. 


anyone know what's going on? First, The word out on the street h 
companies straight. that a long and bloody legal battle lies 
Tengen, a former licensee of the Nin- — ahead. The two parties might come tc 
tendo Entertainment System, isa divi. ise, but when or what will 
sion of Atari Games (who produce the mpletely up in the 
arcade games). They are not a part of 
| the Atari Corporation that makes the 
| ST or any of the gaming systems, and 
they don't make any software for 















Practical Katz 
17 may seem a letdown, but none of 

bove has anything to do with the 
Atari Corporation (though Atari have 
participated in a few lawsuits them 


these systems either the 
Now Tengen are involved in a law 
suit with Nin 





tendo (TGMOIS). Since 











all the licences to selves... ). ТОМ caught Michael 

е games for their console, it Katz, President of Atari's Gaming 

means that the big N decides who can Division, during the recent New York 
| do what, when, and in what quantity. Toy Fair 











Besides, they manufacture the car In between his TV interviews, he 
tridges and ship them to the com- ^ acknowledged to us the boost that 
panies who will sell them Nintendo М ve to the video-game 
hedge their bets by having a special industry in 1985. But Katz remarks 


chip in the system that 
artridge not officially sanctioned. 


| ks out any th 
| Tengen took umbrage at this. and 
| 


itely not the 
thar a whole 


н Nintendo is defi 














d Atari Smarty-pants 






























































J to make cartridges that would are looking tow it will not be 8-bit technology, nor | 
bypass the chip — thus no longer pay We came out with 30-40 titles dur. compatible with any ol the existing | 
ing Nintendo and disturbing the status ing 87 and '88.' notes Katz. there Аша Corporation, the ST Maf’ systems. Could this be keyb | 
quo Tengen cited а US law called the — will be over 50 games for our 2600, laces SSA | jess ST console (TGMO14): | 
Antitrust Act, which prevents a com. 7800, and XE systems this year, (Yer POPC a Fray _ m Finally, зо we should 
pany from creating a monopoly and featuring plenty of hot new utles ИРЕ Tre ШИШ cheated by all u a bi 
inhibiting free trade Katz charmingly m to q фп Onsalethinsummerst hidden feature on th 

The law was first used to break the committing himself when asked £200 henny РС games. They've all been design 

| railroad monopolies, and it worked — about the rumours of a mysterious Kallie Fo Pocket PONS а hardware pause which can 
back then — but they didn't have t new games machine. but he Mwontbercetobefintintbe by nipping the switch fro 

| big N to contend with, and now Nin. tress that it will have great graphics МОШНЕ, ан М САШО {ack -and-white. Remember 
tendo аге countersuing Tengen. Don't апа sound, and should appear in the ian m Poquet salo puting heard it here fi 
hold you breath on this one, because — States before the end of 1989. (беши acha ona фа Marshal M Rosenthal is TOM's US cor 
it might take ten years before the Pressed a bit more. ће concedes thar Machine. respondent 





Another fine 
UMS 


| Mirrorsoft trumpet 
CD- ROM 





US Gold have lost a fight for the 
rights to UMS II — and now they're 
saying MicroProse paid too much 
for it 

US Gold’s 551 label announce 
recently that they'd be publishing 
the sequel to Rainbird's strategy 
dassic UMS (TGMO16), even 
though they hadn't actually signed 
a contract 








“Dungeon Master would be fantastic with audio’ says Mirror- 
soft Chairman Jim Mackonochie, already looking beyond his 
| firm's CD-ROM version of Defender Of The Crown – the first 
game ever on the new medium: 

And it’s only audio that they've added to Cinemaware's 
adventure, in an experiment to show what CD-quality music 
and voice effects can add to a game. 

“We can now start thinking about having help files which 
are spoken,' observes Mackonochie - let's just hope they're 
not in the curious Australian/New Zealand/rural England 
accent that language experts said Defender Of The Crown 
should use for authentic medieval voices. 

Originally released in 1986, Defender Of The Crown will 
appear on CD-ROM for PC-compatibles in a tiny run of just 
200 copies to test the water 
B CD-ROM. 


oversy, page 112. 











According to SSI's Bob Malin, a 
verbal agreement had been made 
— but then Intergalactic Develop. 
ment, the game's US program 
mers, ‘didn’t seem to understand 
all the terms and conditions 
And Malin told TGM that a 
contract was posted to Intergalac 
tics US agent, "we got a letter say 
nother company was offering 
cy. and it became an 











auction situation. But we'd offered 
what we h. 

Now publish 
UMS П: Nations At War on all 16-bit 





machines (including Apple П GS 
and Mac) in August. 








‘Changing point of view:The | 
Beatles certainly didnt send | 
Apple Componer a Valentine, | 
Judging by their decidedly 
"unhippylike reaction othe Mac 
smanulacturer’s logo 

For George Harrison, Paul 
McCartney, Ringo Starr, and the 
‘alate ol the late John Lenno 
te getting ive. really uptight 
man, over Apple Computers 
омс of the hal-eaten fru wym- 
bol-they'tesayingit'sbeenthe 
trademark of heir company 
Apple Corp since 1967 

The dispute, which is lending 
both parties inexorably to cour 
arose particularly over Apple 
Computer's use of the logo on a 
MIDI interlace. Presumably The 
Beatles will argue that this might 
lead buyers to believe the music 
product had been endorsed by 
them. 

Indeed, The Beatles allege that 
Apple Computer had agreed 
almost ten years ago to use an 
orange тиса??? 

Meanwhile. as April | 
approaches, Acla іг 
member them?) are apparently 
launching а £100m bid to gain 
‘exclusive use ofthe term ‘Gerry 
and the Pacemaker’ because 
thet produci i German and 
weak 














TGM 





TX 017:4-8013/116 











era. 


by Shintaro Kanaoya 


AL last, alter months of speculation 
and rumours, Nintendo's 10-bit Super 





Famicom (Family Computer) has 
made an appearance: On November 
21 last year, Nintendo showed the 





machine 
and softwai 
upon the pron 


magazines, companies 
firms, and they gazed 
sed computer. 











The provisional release date in 
Japan is July. but it could be delayed 
ull September or October. A UK 


release date of 1990 has Бе 











tioned, but this seems very much up 
in the air — Nintendo have to protect 
their own Japanese market from 


Sega's Mega Drive and NEC's PC 
Engine before they start worrying 
about Europe 

The price has not yet been decided, 
either, though Nintendo's aim must 
be to undercut the Mega Drive, which 
retails for 21,000 yen (£90). Not bad 
for а machine which one source 
claims could, on the merits of its hard. 
ware, not look out of place with a 
40,000-50,000 yen price tag (Е180- 
£245). And looking at its hardware 
it's not surprising to see why 

Graphically it could almost make an 
Amiga blush: it has eight graphical 
modes combining different resolu. 
Чоп» and number of colours onscreen. 
The maximum resolution is a hefty 
512x448 — that's with only 16 colours 
onscreen, but the total palette is 
32,768, with up to 256 onscreen in 
low resolutions. 

Iis range of built-in utilities includes 
rotation so quick that a camera shutter 
speed of 1/15 second produces a very 
blurred picture, horizontal and verti- 
cal stretches, scrolling of a portion of 
the screen only, fade-ins and fade- 
өші, four-layer scrolling. windows 
and more 

Whereas the 8-bit Nintendo (also 
called Famicom) had a maximum 
sprite size of 8x8, the Super Famicom 
has а maximum of 64x64 — and there 
can be up to 32 on one line without 
glitches. compared to just eight on the 
Famicom ordinaire. The maximum 
number of sprites onscreen is 128, 
Nintendo 64 














g to life, 


Nintendo: heir to 
an empire 


So the 8-bit Nintendo is outclassed 
in the graphics field — but how badly 
is it beaten in so 

The Super Famicom can digitise 
sound and play eight sounds simul- 
sly. Once sounds are digitise 
replay them with echo, volume 
4 countless other weird and won- 
derful things which would make it 
ideal for use with music software. The 
machine also can ‘position’ sound In 
any of 16 different places, and there's 
an earphone socket with volume co 
trol (as on the Sega Mega Drive). 

In short, in the audiovisual depart 
ments, the Super Famicom is possible 
even more impressive than the PC 
Engine, CD-ROM or not 


Winning games 
Two of the Tour games released simul 
taneously with the machine — Super 




















14/116TGM TX 017:4-89 


E 
B 
= 


Super sound and vision 
the Nintendo Super Famicom 


3 THE RIS 


А new generation of Japanese consoles is coi 
with both Nintendo and Sega determined that their 16-bit 
offspring will survive. TGM reports on the beginning of an 





Mario Brothers 4 and Legend Of Zelda 3 
— are almost guaranteed instantane 
Ous success, because the originals 
were phenomenal hits on the 8-bit 
Nintendo 
But the sample game shown at the 
16-bit machine's launch was Dragon 
Fly, а flight simulation. To give an 
example of how impressive it was, it 
Was said to have surpassed the P 
9800 series's Flig 
The new F 
than its 8-bi 
dim 
troller size and the machine size itself 
The controller is the rocker switch, but 
with six FIRE buttons: four on the flat 
of the controller, and tow on top 
re the fingers neatly fit 
doing with the Mega 
Drive, Nintendo are launching a 
Famicom adaptor, which will run the 
extensive range of 8-bit titles on the 
16-bit console. (But whether this will 
as there are already millions of 
homes possessing а basic Famicom, 
has yet to be seen.) 
АН in all. the Nintendo Super 
у Sea again, 
p as the &bit 
The machine is very 
impressive obviously, but its late 
ival may not give it the don 
the 16-bit field that Nintendo 
with 8-bits. And as always 
blic. time, and ТОМ will te 
shintaro Kanaoya keeps ан eye on 
Japan for ТОМ. 


















elder brother in every 
n: the cartridge size, the con 

















































16-BIT CONSOLES 


SING SONS 








Sega: here now 


Phil Harrison 
in Tokyo 


Atari paved the way to the con 
game markets in the late Seventies 
with their VCS system, but since then 
опе console has reigned supreme in 
this highly lucrative world — Nin 
tendo. The domination of this 100- 

's 8-bit Famicom іп 








year-old compa 
Japan is only too easy to see, as huge 
numbers ol games have an equally 
large number of customers to pur 
hase them. 

Backed up by innovative add-ons, 
the Nintendo has dominated - but the 
опе black mark against it is the now 
aging technology used internally. The 
machine uses a similar 8-bit processor 
10 the crusty old C64 (first built іп 
1981), and the supporting chips are 

















equally prehistoric 
Indeed, the latest technology avail 
able has yet to be put to good use by a 
dedicated games computer — with one 
exception, Sega's new console, the 
Mega Drive, usesa powerful combina 
tion of 16-bit and 280 (8-bit) proces: 
Unlike the 16-bit Nintendo it is 
already available in Japan, could easily 
be Imported, and looks set for a UK 
in 1989 or 1990 anyway — 
though Sega in Japan are saying 














Smarter than the average 
Avallable only since late 1988 in 
Japan, the Mega Drive has a sleek and 
ergonomic look — is a much prettier 
machine than the Nintendo or Sega's 
earlier Master System. 

The machine is moulded out of tex 
tured black plastic, with a cartridge 
lot surrounded by a raised circular 
bubble" which gives it the look of a 
portable CD player - probably a move 
to draw sales away from the popular 
PC Engine's CD-ROM playe 

The light, rather fimsy-feeling con 
sole has a sliding control for volume 
output through а headphone socket 
a reser button and a mechanical car 
tridge lock that doubles as the ON/OFF 
switch. 

The one hand controller that comes 
with the machine is the now-standard 
flat controller found with all the 
Japanese consoles. There's a rocker 
pad, three TRIGGER (fire) buttons and a 
START/SELECT button. Reacting well to 
Vigorous playing, it makes diagonals 
easy to reach and fast. 

And its plugged in via an appa 
rently standard D-type connector, 
which makes connecting existing 



























Joysticks and other add-ons a possibil: 
ity 

A second controller can be bought 
separately and plugged in; many 

ames have an automatic sensor that 
only gives the opportunity for two- 
player games when the second con. 
troller is there. 

‘Output to the TV is through sepa- 
rate audio and video leads, and of 
course the picture is NTSC (Japan’s 
display standard) — so if an import is 
used in the UK it will need an adapter 
(like the unit supplied with most 
Amigas) 











Handheld coin-ops 

1 played three games — Altered Beast 
Super Thunder Blade and Space Harrier 
II. They're all arcade conversions on 








Upgraded beast: Sega 
Mega Drive 





а label, they were develop 
the same time as the console, and they 
are its first software 
They're on cartridge format, and 
slot home with little effort, though its | 
worrying that the cartridge could be 
inserted the wrong way into the 











machine — and the power turne 
(The mechanical lock merely prevents | 
the cartridge from being removed 
during play.) 

The Altered Beast coin-op hasn't 
been seen in Britain much, though 
Mediagenic already have the rights for 
а conversion. It's a sideways-scrolling 
beat-em-up and shoot-em-up, 
where the players butch main 
character tackles an evil spirit through 
several fantasy levels. 

The game starts with a nice example 
of the speech capabilities of the 
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6-BIT CONSOLES 

















picks up 








and start 
ter de 





he arcade original. 











On the se еі there's a huge 
globular eyelid that opens to reveal a 
hundred squirming eyes that drift out 
across the screen. and weirder crea- 

e ar ia the third rocky 





| Great space race 






















like 
Thi 

















nari ightly 


















ga Drive | 
inendolor S100 milion CMOS | 























Networked 





























Segas? 











Konix software riding high 


leven software houses have already agreed to produce software for the Konix 
Multi-System, the company says, Electronic Arts, US Gold, Ocean, Mirror- 
зой, System 3, Palace, Thalamus, Llamasoft, Logotron, Electrocoin and Linel are 
all in on the game, and Konix will be running its own label too, with ex-Activi- 
sion man Jon Dean at the top. 
1 can't wait to get in there and start blasting’ said Llamasoft’s characterist- 
cally ebullient Jeff Minter, though a few software houses have expressed doubts 
— or, more likely, doubts about supporting consoles when they've got so much 
invested in home computers, 
15 games should appear when the console is released in August, and a further 
25 by Christmas. АП will cost £14.99 
The colour picture shows Konix’s hydraulic chair, a Multi-System peripheral, 
‘on display at the recent British International Toy & Hobby Fair In Earls Court, 
London - while in the black-and-white pic. programmers and software sup- 


remos gather round as Konix founder Wyn Holloway tries out the chair. News 
of the console was fist reported by TGM last autumn. 
W A couple of misprint in law month's report may have confused the iuc of the Mult 








NEC have no plans 1 
патат 
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COMPETITION| 





W 





WITH CRL 









1 loads leti to Rome, but 
unless уофһарреп to live 
in Italy it Gan bela pretty 
long hitch. Бо CRL have 
recreated fhe splendour 
that was Rome – or at least 
the idiocy that was i 
gladiators, vin the 
ordplay — зро — / 
Ludicfus. Now available on ST and soon to be on Amiga 
and B-bits, jt's reviewed this issue. 

But for Italophiles who'd like to get a little closer to the 
real thing, CRL are also offering a trip to Rome for two 
worth approximately £500, plus ten copies of the game 
for runners “ph 

| The trip includes a return flight to Italy's historic capite! 
- an amazing Gity where the well-preserved monuments 
of ancient Rome form a backdrop to the hustle and bustle 
ot modern cos nopolitan life = and two nights in a hotel. 
(You'll fly out Fridayaftemoonandretumon Sunday; when 
you win the comp, GAL will be in touch to fix the exact 
dates.) 

And the good news is that to conquer Rome you don't 
have to go to so muh rouble ав the Goths: Just answer 
‘our five Roman Дуе нон, send ther ^ by the closing 
date, and your пете 2065 Into the рога стану 








1) What is tHe oiler running through сепшай 
Rome? 


2) Which twins QUEEF ome, acoordifig to myth? 


3) Where in Rorigiidoes the Роремеф) 


4) Ancient отап SESSION ted Ghristians to what 
animal? 


INA 

OMAN — 
OLIDAY 
LUDICRUS? | 








AND “1 x 





5) А арк Sinatra detéctive character had the sumamd 
ROS What was his first name? 


Send your answers-en a postf OFTHE back of a sealed 
envelopa.to AM | LUDICRUS OR DID | WIN? COMP, 
| TGM, РОВәх 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB. to arrivd| 
by April 20. Usual глез'ав но @ ӨЙ the contents pagal 
apply 





The gods must be crazy: gladiatoriai guffaws in CRL's! Ludicrus (ST. 
screen; see reviews this issue) 


| overseas readers note: inthe first prize can | 
" lesse note: the fight included in the an 
Tess raram mayor airport in the British Isles or continental Europ 
| кезеке from fome are welcome to enter this competition if they enjoy 
Dig around in airport lounges without getting anywhere. 


AND THERE'S МОНЕ... 


To help the first-prize winner find thelr way through the broad, 
| sweeping streets and ancient alleys of Rome, ТОМ is throwing in a 
| free copy of the magnificent Insight City Guide to Rome. 

Recently published in full colour by Harrap Columbus, it looks af. 
the old and the new side by side, taking you through each area and | 
| aspect of Roman Ше — even "the most beautiful and stylish! 

lemon et te end ofthe 

And a supplement at i /281-Dage Book gives practical 
details on life, food and entertainment in the great city. 


























Micro music 








music tech for wo 











in 
| Ë rns easy to plot the rise ot com- 
|| outers in the music industry. 


The increase in disco and elec 


торор records over the last ten 
years is attributable to synthesizers 
and sequencers with their own micro- 
processors. But perhaps the m 
important use of computers in the 
music industry is in recording and 
mixing 
n 1983, Trevor Hom and ЈИ Sinclair 
transformed Island Records’ Basing 
Street Studios into Sarm West — now 
regarded as one of the world's top. 
recording studios. Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood, Bros, Marc Almond and 
the Pet Shop Boys are among the 
that have 
recorded there. In fact, Sarm West 
houses four studios in one complex 























doesn't stop at the MIDI port, as Robin Hancock 
knows well. For Hancock, a top engineer at recording studio 
arm West, uses home computers as well as state-of-the-art 
к like his recent Pet Shop Boys remix. 
Jandy reports on the man and the machines. 


Studio 1, with its large studio area, is 
where Band Aid recorded Do They 
Know It's Christmas? 

As is often the case in a high-profile 
industry, it's the people behind the 
‘stars’ — in this case the producers 
and the engineers — who play a crucial 
role in that stardom. When artists 
enter a recording studio, their future 
Success depends very much on the 
producer and the engineer. 

An artist can get very involved with 
his own material, and may not see 
which parts of a song do and don't 
work. The producer provides an out- 
side opinion and tries to guide the 
music in what he feels is the right 
direction. 

Meanwhile, an engineer's job can 
be divided into two categories: 





recording and mixing a song. In the 
recording process, his job In to com 

mit sound from the instruments 10 
tape in the best way he can. The 
essence of mixing is to got the sound 
levels between each track properly 
balanced. An artists very dependent 
on the engineer during mixing, since 
the final sound is often determined by 
how the engineer sees the song work 

ing. 

Robin Hancock is one of Sam's ìn- 
house engineers. His engineering cre 
dits include Simple Minds, Act and 
Marc Almond: one of his most recent 
pieces was the Pet Shop Boys" 12 
inch disco remix of Left To My Own 
Devices. An expert on the Synclavier 
and Fairlight systems, Hancock works 
with computers every дау 

Most pop music has some prog 
rammed aspect to it -even fit has Ive 
drums, they re probably played to а 
click generated by a computer. Com 
puters increase the options avaiable 
fo the producer and engineer. For 
example, а drummer would до out 
and play his part. Other than tell him 
Which bits to do again, you have very 
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over that part of a song. 10 create the backing track himself Above each of these is an additional 
With programmed drum sequ. using session musicians сап take set of controls including equalisation 
ices you can go through every single months. Slave To The Rhythm took noise reduction, and filter controls 























snare beat and velocity. You nine months to complete, but that was "Using the studio equipment, we 
ал make things sound incredibly originally intended to be a single and сап improve the quality of even quite 

real. However, the downfall of prog: was gradually worked into an album.  poory-recorded sound. We сап 
|ramming is that it takes so long Home computers have made а big improve a Singer's voice extensively 
difference to recording studios. We For instance, deessers [pronounced 

actually use PCs to control some of 'дее-5-егв | remove hissing Ss from a 

Voice to vinyl Шакин and um тесте, voces өши ot tha EUR do ct 


е time ıt takes to record a song can A band can 
| int 





plete а lot of their ot tracks of singing. We then 
nsiderably. A live band goes preproduction work before enterin 


"pile 

the best bits from each take ont 

tudio area and sets up in the studio, particularly if a lot of their another track 

ale booths, which are often stuff is sequenced. You can cont You have to make sure that all 
with particular a n the sequencers from one time source breaths are just right, especially with 
engineer then decides and run them live till you're ready to СО, where you can easily hear every 





















microphones are to be used record. All you have to do then is over: going on. We use different 

| and his assistant sets it all up. Тһе dub any live mat ch as the voo- monitor systems to simulate a car 

| band then performs the song which MURIS qu соет io Or a toma DIAL. WR INTE 

they ve — ideally! — rehearsed makes sense to get as much of your doing a 7-inch single mix, we qui 
This gives the producer and song as possible compieted before often listen to it on a mono sys 






a guide to what the son ente 
unds like, Then the vocals an 





studi with radio and TV in mind. A lot of sing: 
and recording із contro — les get sold on how much airplay they 

studio control room. get, so it's kind of critical that they 
the most important piece of Come across well on radio | 
ment hı 





instrument will be rerecordec led 





dually Pr 








s the mixing desk If we're doing a 12-inch mix, we try 
Yd the main ele which usually consists of a series of іо simulate a nightclub 

ıs of a song,’ explains Hancock 4 or 48 faders which control the vol- may have a decent sound 
| "while a song where the producer ha: ime level 





disco which 
ysjom. But 
of each individual track. we don't use high-fidelity sp 
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Man or machine? 
So if the easy ity of high-tech 
equipment means every Tom, Dick 


and Harry c: eil or Chris, di 
that spell the end of c y? Som 
critics argue that music is now in the 
hands of computer programmers 
rather than musicians and has lost i 

human edge - but Hancock disag- 








becoming increasingly 
‘oriented. it is moving 
‘more techni 


sequencers t you can get any: 
body tapping away on them and once 
you've quantised it it sounds fine 
Computers allow people without a 
great knowledge of music 

tive, but a lot of mu 

stereotyped be 


tra which sounds 
great. You can't artik 
the sound of an orchestra, just like you 
can never produce the sound of a 
saxophone or a guitar on a synthe: 
sizer, On woodwind instruments y 
» bend the note on the reed, but 
you can't yet reproduce that | 
‘Computers make the recording 
and mixing process much easier, t 


the bass on our speakers distorts as 
you drive them quite hard, which gi 
you a good indication of an average 








Producers and engineers must 
w inspiration from somewhere 
times the music itself can throw 
Unexpected ideas. Sometimes the 
ation of band, producer and 
y productive, but the 

















Hancock explains: "I listen to a lot of 
| music. Whatever your background in 














ink "yeah that's good" and 
it down or sing it 





ing on, particularly 
Stock, Aitken and Waterman 





are, in a way, the w that They 
quite happy ip off other 
le's ideas. 


amping hasn't helped. For 
instance, Cameo come out with the 
'are and everyone 


| ges and sapies t ang uses ton Iñ VORSPRUNG DURCH 


are unaware what sampling does tc 


ксы MUSIK 








та. There are а 






Frankfurt, West Germany: ST ruled OK at the recent Frankfurt Music Fair, with 
products like Steinberg's multitasking M.ROS operating system helping to 
extend the power and flexibility of micro music even further. 

But, as Graham Wayne reports in next month's TGM, despite the ever-grow- 
ing bells'n'whistles on modern music packages, they're in grave danger of 
becoming too standardised and too concerned with pure presentation - leaving 
the user more confused than ever. 






relatively low pri 

lots of people without 
w-how editing samples bat 

are an awful lot of peopk 











ram in a very Watch for an exclusive analysis of the Frankfurt fair and the state of music 
ord actual notice Se ae 
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AND BEWARE – MUKOR AWAITS! 
cs ” 











THRUSTERe LAUNCH! 
WARRIOR LAUNCH! 
SPEEDERe LAUNCH! - em. 


TEN i. WITH FULL 99, 
POWER-UPS, RIP-STARS. SHII UP AND MORE. THIS IS THE 4 . мох 
COIN-OP CONVERSION OF 1989. DISK 5149. CASSETTE £9.99. | 

















The tranquil surface of the Pacific Ocean belies the battle of wits taking place in the world's last unexplored 
territory A perfect hiding-place for a determined enemy, or is it? Your jet-bike and technologically 
advanced bathyscaphe should help, but there are still the enemy bases to destroy, lines of communication 

to be knocked out, and the natural predators of the deep just waiting for a tasty snack at the first sniff of ee 
blood! So check your oxygen supply, and dive, dive, dive. 

Atari ST, PC, Amiga £24.95 

CBM64, Amstrad £14.95 (disk), £9.95 (tape) 


INFOGRAMES, MITRE HOUSE, ABBEY ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, ЕМІ 2RQ 


ЕМУОНСРЕСА МЕ о 





24 POPULOUS 


Never since Little Computer 
People has a game given you 
зо much power over the lives 
of poor, defenseless 16-bit 
sprites. Electronic Апыз 
Populus glves you more than 
just a house to control — you 
have an entire world at your 
disposal. Play either God or 
Satan and let the cosmic bat- 
tle begin. And with 500 levels 
you'll be playing till judgment 
day! 


27 ZANY GOLF 


Normal golf was never like 
this! Imagine crazy golf get- 
ting ten times crazier where 
anything can, and does hap- 
pen. Watch soldier ants taking 
away the holes, then try for a 
shot al the ‘ketchup-laden 
Hamburger Hole, You'll be 
putting till dawn. 


41 PIPELINE 


For puzzle-lovers a game to 
really drive you round the U- 
bend! It's so simple screen- 
shots can't do it justice, but 
wait till you load it up and try 
and stop yourself having one 
more go. Oodles of unadulter. 
ated addictive gameplay trom 
Titus as you lay a pipeline 
within a merciless time limit. 


REVIEWS 


35 RUN THE GAUNTLET 

Fast, furious action in this rough and tumble sports simulation 
from the TV show which Ocean kept quiet about, but now it's 
‘out and the ТОМ team have been running the gauntlet in road 


AND INTRODUCING.. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, please 
give a warm welcome 1o your 
very own Star Update! Yes, 
this month and every month 
the Star Update will appear for 
your delight and delectation, 
signifying the mos! presti 
gious plenum, a pulchritudi- 
nous package appearing for 
the first time at a new venue. 
STAR UPDATE 

53 m Super Hang-On 





SPECTRUM 


Blasteroids 
Dark Fusion 

Dragon Ninja 

Dynamic Duo 

Emlyn Hughes international Soccer 
Human Kiling Machine 

incredible Shrinking Sphere 

Rock Star 

Run the Gauntiet 

Techno Cop. 

Tiger Road 

War in Моде Earth 

WEC Le Mans. 

Xenon. 


COMMODORE 

Derars 49 
Dragon Ninja 31 
Emlyn Hughes Imernatonal Soccer34 
Grand Prix Circuit. 51 





Incredible Shrinking Sphere 
Rocket Ranger 

Techno Cop 

Tiger Road 

War ın Моде Eart 

WEC Le Mans. 


AMSTRAD CPC 


War in Middle Earth 


ATARI ST 


Barbarian Il 
Biliards Simulator 
Blasteroids 
Сарап 

[n* 


Federation of Free Traders 
Pipeline 

иот 

Ее) 


АМІСА 


Advanced Ski Simulator 
Blasteroids 
ıa Games 


Hostages 
Live and Let Die 
Sikwom. 

Solder of Light 
Space Hamer 
Super Hang-On 
Tiger Road 


Hostages 
Strike Fleet 


NINTENDO 


Gradus. 


SEGA 


PC ENGINE 
Dragon Spin 
Salaga 88. 

Victory Run 
Vigilante 
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sprite of a being with little more than a hut to live in 
and a pocketful of prayers to his name. All seemed 
blissful down below, but up in the heavens God 
and the Devil were constantly fighting for supremacy over 


A t the dawn of time, man was nothing but a primitive 


the other. 
Now the time has come for both | “t first powers are limited to 
deities to bring out the big guns | little more than the odd move 
in the battle of all time with Earth | ment of the earth, nothing to get 
and the fate of the populations | your followers bowing down to 
below as the prize. you, but ifs a start. Greater 
Populous is played through | powers allow the casting earth 
the extra-erestrial eyes of | quakes, swamps, volcanoes 
either the Devil or God, the| and floods on those down 
choice is yours but the objective | below. 
remains the same — use your| M you're feeling in a nasty 
followers to rid the land of the | mood (in which case, play t! 
enemy. | 
Through the map of the world | 
you create land for your people | 
o establish settlements and 
fields for cropping. 
First your followers are limited 
to a handful with Іше more than 
a solitary hut between them. By 
divine intervention the land 
scape can be raised or lowered 
1o create flat lands. As the flat 
lands expand so your followers 
ead out, building new huts 
and becoming more civilised | 
with every step, different levels 
of progress and strength being | 
shown by diferent buildings 
from wigwams to castles) 


Manna makes men 
With more people devoting their 
prayers 10 you comes an 
increase in your manna level 
Manna is the source of all your 
Strength and the more you have | 
of it the better your chances in | 
battle 
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Devil) you can make your lead: 
er into a knight. Once created, 
this psychopath sets off for the 
nearest enemy settlement and 
fights until killed. И he has the 
strength he's nigh on impossible 
to control but great fun to watch 
аз he bums and pillages settle- 
ments. 

When opposing factions 
come into conflict a short one 
on-one battle ensues — the 
stronger of the two taking over 
the other's dwelling. Walkers 
can increase their power by 
gathering together 10 form a 
Stronger walker — bigger build 
ings also help generate more 


From ali four corners of the Earth 
‘comes running your populace 
first to touch the Papal Magnate 
gets to play leader 





| powertu walkers 
Populous is played through a 
magnified view of the world 
| below with all landscape gar 
dening, miracle-performing and 
disasterinducing conducted 
directly on the land. The popula 
tion Invariably takes the full 
brunt of any attack: earthquakes 
shake settlements lo the 
ground, volcanoes create rocky 
ils in the midst of dwellings. 
swamps make Ме difficult for 
walkers trying to resettle land. 


Big Devils 

While you're busy helping with 
the progress of your own civili- 
sation (and the downfall of the 
others) your opposite number is 


style jump is made to a harder 
world — there are 500 in all 
Your performance in one world 
affects how many worlds you 
jump past. With four types of 
terrain and an increasingly 
nasty computer-controlled 
‘opponent keeping up the pres- 
sure all the way means trying to 
fight a 500th level Devil doesn't 
bear thinking about. 

Like most new wave 
Electronic Arts games, 
Populous can be played with 
another Amiga-owning would- 
be-God via modem datalink 
The landscape can also be 
totally customised and a tutorial 
mode is available. 

There's something immensely 


REVIEWS 


VERSION UPDATE 





Elite Systems € Amiga £19.99 


SPACE HARRIER predated Out 
Run in the arcades and thats 
going back quite a few years! 
Indeed Elite have taken more 
than their fair share of time over 
the Amiga version but judging by 
the final game that time was well | 
spent | 
Markedly different trom the ST 
version, the full screen is used 
but the top third of the screen 
isn't used by any of the graphics. 








Refugees trom Easter Island attack 
our jet-setting hero amid the crum- 


This clever graphic technique 
creates the ilusion of a wider 
playing area than there actually 
is and also gives a lot more room 
to move around, 

The sprite of Mr. Harrier him 
self and the aliens, obstacles, 
guardian aliens and the rest are 
| good with detail and definition 
| but lack the full pallette of Amiga 
colour. 

The need for speed is satisfied 
superbly with rocks, aliens and 
surreal creatures | hurting 
towards the player with all the 
| subtlety and speed of a treight 


compelling about Populous that 
stems from watching people 
walking around the land, going 
about their own lives. and 
developing — its as entertain 
ing as playing to win. Not since 
Activision's Little Computer 


doing the same 
| me final option is 
| Armageddon in which both 

sides move toward their respec 
| tive leaders, combine to form a 

sole warrior and then fight in a 
final battle for the Earth. Making 





The knight — the right little arsonist — sets fire to a keep after killing the 
occupant. Perhaps the neighbours can extinguish П with poo! water 





ws 











train, The speed and instant 
playability of the coin-op have all 
been transtered 10 computer 
superbly, and thes attributes 
alone make the Amiga Space 
Harrier the most faithful of the 
conversions from the coin-op yet 

Fluid movement, fast paced 
gameplay, a driving soundtrack 
and all action blasting — what 
more could you want? 


OVERALL 87% 
ATARI ST TGMO12 85% 














sure youve got more strength 
than the enemy is a good idea 
before choosing to risk all in a 
bloody climax 

If victory is yours a Sentinel 


| | 
£24.95 


ic detail із 


“Not since Little Computer People have 
pixellated characters been the source of 


People have pixellated charac- 
ters been the source of so much 
emotion, and after a while you 
really do believe in them. 

The gameplay may change 
little with the appearance of dif 
ferent terrain but the cleverly 
designed skill level system 
throughout all 500 levels keeps 
the pressure on. In short 
Populous is addictive beyond 
belief. 


OTHER FORMATS 


An ST version is planned 
(£24.95). 








page for details of how 
you can win Populous 
with a modem! 

































Amiga: £19.99, Atari ST: £19.99 


The Space Harrier Il data disk contains the other ten levels of 
the coin-op. True in form to part one Space Harrier Il is very 
Similar in play but obviously varies in graphics and difficulty 
you're playing the later, much harder levels of 











so much emotion" 
кее a эъ d 





TGM TX 017:4-89 25/116 









Personally, we prefer Gerbils but a... 


ROCK STAR 


ATE MY HAMSTER 


Code Masters 


or a change Code Masters opted out of adding 'sim- 
ulator', ‘plus’, ‘professional’ or ‘advanced’ to the title | 
of this, their latest assault on the full-price market. | 
Rock Star Ate My Hamster Is most definitely one of 
the funniest games for a long time. It takes you into battle 
with the gutter press when all you want to do is manage a 
few crooners. 
The objective is to become 
obscenely rich and famous (so | 
why isnt it called ‘Darlings 
Simulator'?). in the back-stab- 





assistant 





manager 
Clive. 
Start by choosing from one to 
four rock stars to manage from | 
bing world of show bizz. Rock | а rogues’ gallery of faces. Its 
Star lets you experience the tri- | up to you 10 name your group (if 
als and tribulations of Cecil the | you chose two or more perform. 


and his 






Kwon down, five to go in 


THE HUMAN 
KILLING MACHINE 


GO!/Capcom 


ake a beat-'em-up trip round six of the world's land. 
marks, indulge yourself in a little local custom at 
each venue and become the Human Killing 
Machine. A tad familiar? HKM: superhero, racist 
bully-boy or just a plain old rehashed version of Go!'s 


earlier title Street Fighter? 
Vicious title for a vicious game 
which takes Kwon — the lean 
mean oriental fighting machine 
оп a non-stop tour of Moscow, 
Amsterdamt. Barcelona, a 
German bar and finally a jaunt in 
war-torn Beirut 

Relying on the same old com 
bat moves as most other one-to- 
one beat-em-ups, HKM doesn't 


offering anything inspiring in the 
fighting department other than 
exotic backdrops. Theres а 
Muscovite soldier who deals à 
nasty blow with his rifle — and 


his dogs not nice either, in 
Amsterdam deal with the sadistic 
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nymphette Maria and the Dutch 
version of Tina Small, Helga. 
While in Barcelona theres 
Miguel (first name San yknow) 
the bull fighter and his pet bull 
Brutus. Hans and Franz of 
Germany throw broken beer 
glasses at you and as for the 
fanatic in Beirut. fortunately 
you only have to take them on 
опе at а time. Its a reasonable 
beat-em-up but doesn't take the 
aging genre into any new areas, 
except for the graphics which 
are brilliantly detailed, and the 
animation on the massive 
sprites is a bit special. 





























ers), and then its on with the 
show. 

Ultimately you want to get to 
the top of the charts. Starting 
with fifty thousand quid there 
are three choices: to practise 
play a gig or get some much 
needed publicity. The trick is to 
practise as much as possible 
get as much media exposure as 
you can and the money (as well 
as sponsorships and record 
deals) should rol in. On à 
record deal choose titles of 
tracks as theyre recorded and 
whether to release an album 
and/or singles — with these you 
can also make a video. 

Do you have the skill and luck 
to win lucrative sponsorships 
and be awarded a gold disk or 








two? With Rock Star budding | great. At a budget price Rock 
Arur Daleys have a good | Star Ate My Hamster would be a 
chance of finding out. Tongue | must, but stil at full price it offer 


firmly planted in its cheek, its 
portrayal of the gutter press is 


many hours of amusement 

















Definitely one of 
| the funniest games 
for a long time” 





C64 and Amstrad versions 
are available at standard US 

| Gold prices. 16-bits are 
available at the new, low 
price of £14.99; though we 
reccommend you compare it 
to the 16-bit IK + (Amiga out 
now) before parting with 
your coins. Expect all ver- 
sions to look and play simi | 
larly to Street Fighter. 


£8.99 cass 
£12.99 di: 


black 


is well designed, so 


“A rehash of Street 
Fighter?" 
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ZANY GOLF 


Electronic Arts 





easide 
were lucky 


pirit 








t stuck behind the novelty ligt 
le-in-one and you'd end up s 
james designer Will Harvey h 
days o! summer for those wh: 
ays o е ose v 
auty of computers is that 
bypass reality tc 
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f the ball, its length the 
hot. Releasing 

кес the ball 

iole one is the traditional 
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an € you get the 

ball be ails. Thing: 

jet strange from then on, wit 

эү mburger guarding 
° м : С mi with squirt 

Obstacles mar 

your par 

A game of pinball is played a: 


iole four, the 
tivate flip 
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hen pesky ants wh 





place in 
astle of generat 
y ready to di 





еп is a complete ту 

You begin with fh 
each hole should be 
ed within par 


Lyles among 
ed shots аге 

previous holes. E 
nots are awarded for putting 
within a time limit or by hitting 














appears to be an 
ttle game, and as 








easily be over- 
would be a mis 

s once the 
lem is mastered — which 
doesn't take long — the variety 





unusual holes b 
ling, part 





оте 
ularly when 


























the ||animated — the ketchup bottle in particular is excellent. 











Fairies,ants,hamburgers,pinball machines and magic carpets — what more could you want? 


£24.95 


Grass and similar plain graphics are highlighted by unusual 
hole features which are colourful, neatly defined, and well 


Scrolling is quite poor and ball movements are occasionally 
strange, but neither are a real problem and at least a few of 
the tunes are pleasant enough. 


£24.95 


Certain colours are different and the playing area is larger, 
but otherwise the graphics are identical to those of the ST. 
Using keyboard control is cumbersome and annoyingly slow. 
but the ability to scroll to the hole or ball helps you to judge 
your shot. 





OTHER FORMATS 


Wacky Amiga golf should 
» press key to ploy be available very soon, at 
the same price. 


“Once the control 
system is 
mastered, the 
variety of unusual 
holes becomes 
enthralling” 





Would-be Ballasterose: 
their career in а humb 









Something happened on the way to the forum 
| CR U & 


[ а! 

v] 

itter уе not, CRL have been busy programming a 
hack-'em-up with a difference because it casts you 
| in the role of Ludicrus, a hapless fighter throw into 
an ancient Roman arena to tackle a number of vis: 
cious and unlikely opponents. 
Armed only with a loincloth 

Visor, sword and shield you 

have to try and take out charac 

ters with such unlikely names as 

Herr Liss, Bon Dage and Bud 

zr. Each opponent has his of 

her own tricks to play, and each 
require different tactics to beat. 

H succesful, the player pro- 
gresses to a bonus round where 

З fearsome lion must be con 

fronted 


Roman humour 

There's not much you can say 
about | Ludicrus except that 
graphically it looks a treat, with 
the comical sprites well animat. 
ed and the backdrop of the 
arena very pleasing on the eye. 
What is a great shame is that 






























despite all the fancy trimmings 
there is really very little to the 






















WIN 1, LUDICRU | 
Turn to page 68 for details of how you could win copies | | 
of I Ludicrus or, better still, a trip to Rome! | 


Three balls do not a great game make 


BILLIARDS 
SIMULATOR 


Ere International 


7 ow here's a curious thing. Imagine billiards played 
| J| with just three balls — white, red and yellow. The 
WW] objective is to hit both coloured balls with the cue 

ll Бай in one shot. Steve Davis territory this ain't but | 
then the French always have to be perverse, don't they? | 


But | Billiards Simulator is about as 
interesting as noughts and 


И it sounds boring, it is. 
there are more than enough 


| backwards his neck stretches 





game at ай. As with ай beat- | rubber. All on all this is a graphi 
'em-ups, once the joystick con- | cal treat, but its longterm appeal 
trols have been mastered its| is questionable 40 ай but die 
simply a question of learning | hard hack-em-up fans 
your opponents weaknesses 
and exploiting them. Once that's 
done you've seen the game. 
From the opening sequence | 
where Ludicrus falls flat on his | 
face whilst trying to adjust his | 
visor the game positively radi- | | £49.95 


ates humour. The sprites are 
extremely well drawn and are | | Ludicrus looks very attrac: 
animated in true cartoon style | | tive on the ST. making good 
hen Ludicrus is pushed | | use of the colour palette — 
it's Just а pity that the back- 
drop is static and unchang- 
ing. The sounds are amus- 
| ing and enhance the atmo- 
sphere of the game. The joy- 
stick positions can be hard | 
to master at times, and 
| there is a curious delay 
| which can lead to strangely 
disassociated gameplay on 
occasions. 


OTHER FORMATS 

Ludicrus is also available on 

| the Amiga at the £19.95. 8- || 
bit versions should be 

| released this summer. 


backwards as if made out of 











чилигин | | | 
“А graphical treat, 
but its longterm 





Under the noble Roman exhorta- 


tion of "Blob et Splvdicvs I looks 

Ше a tough moment for the igno- appeal is | 

ble Ludicrus as he faces his tough- questionable’ 

est opponent this side ог the Alps ДА 
SR EET 





“It might teach you 
about the trajectory 
of billiard balls, but | 

is that something | 
| you want to know?” 








variables to keep at least some 
interest іп ће product 
Determine cue position by click: 
ing the left mouse button, cue 
elevation with the right. You can 
change perspective on the table 
from two dimensions to three. 
and determine the rebound 
effect or gravity of the balls, as 
well as altering cushion friction, 
spin and table friction. You can 
even retake your shot if you 
make a pig's ear of it 

Playing against the computer 


or a human opponent, your 
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crosses, with as much longterm 
appeal. Alright, so it might teach 
you something about the trajec- 
tory of balls on a billiards table. 
but is that something you really | 
want to know?. Some players | 
may have a fascination for this 
sort of product, but to many its | 
aimless lack of purpose com- | 
bined with its singular lack of | 
gameplay will make it grow tire- 
Some all too quickly. | 






The gentle ‘bok’ of Бай on ball in 
either two- or thre-dimensions 


















Ryu Ken do I can do better 


ROAD 


y the game. But 


Anything 


TIGER 


Capcom/GO! 


















unfortunately, the 8 this dramatically 

hyped Capcom coin-op conversion are let down by 

Jy graphics and rather repetiive gameplay 

St a owners can thank US Gold's GO! division for 

bringing in a licence that has at least the look and feel of 
the arcade original 





REVIEWS 








the graphics 
dpt 
У, 

wel-animated апа well- 
drawn. M S 
Atmospheric sou; 

add to the action — all it 
needs is a dose of extra 
challenge, and It would be a 





















































appointed by 8-bit Tiger Road, 
which bears little visual res 
parent 
umber of dif 
|, it's pretty 
asy), and 
player it 
straight 
al mayhem 






















‘SPECTRUM 
OTHER FORMATS 43% 
| ST and CPC versions should | 
cass: £8.99 
+3 disk: £12.99 
боон by ms conversion ^ | 
‘Gon game (Amiga lot nas some | {tically the only use of colour 
of ihe original s feel Is n horizontal strips across 
‘screen, makes 
es things confusing and helps 
“A few hours of gama. по mu then 
straightforward graphics also p d 
Oriental mayhem” gameplay, which in itself is 
SEU yaa Же 








Our type of competent space blasting 


DARK FUSION 


Gremlin Graphics 





remlin's Spectrum shoot-em-up has an immedi 
ate sense of familiarity — Exolon and the more 
recent A-Type come to тіпа. But similarity 
needn't necessarily breed contempt, it's gameplay 
that counts, and the way that programmers have recent: 
ly played chess with the limited pieces you have a on a 
shoot-em-up board can almost be as interesting as the 
games theselves. 











Guardian| Once inside the combat zone 
see three flashing fusion 
is, and if you go into either of 
first two you're dumped into 
а spaceship and transferred to 
the si creen alien zone. 
re, a huge alien (different for 
each level) attacks you and 
must be destroyed to retum to 
the combat zone. When both 





armour-plate 
suits — or flying thei 
through the combat 
Similarly to R-Type. your c 
has a power meter and h 
down fire produces a giant 
plasma bolt. Destroyed aliens 



























drop spheres which provide | large aliens have been eliminat- 
points, add-on weapons or| ed, you may enter the third pod 
give extra jump power when | and the flight zone, a horizontal 
Collected. ly-scrolling landscape, inhabited 








by small aliens. The fusion pod | Wawa 


at the zones end takes you to | “A shoot-em-up for 
the combat zone of the next ten А 
levels. The elements of the real blasters 
game are well put together, Dui | Ни 
the difficulty level may have 

been pitched just too high for 

many players, with only the 

most hardened arcadester stick- | 

ing it out to discover whether | 

lasting appeal is good or not. | 

Are you tough enough? | 



















It's time to turn tall and run away 
аз a nasty green alien walker 
threatens 


OTHER FORMATS 


SPECTRUM 


78% 
£12.99 disk 


There's more varied play than in R-Type. All levels are 
colourful and without much clash, The variety of weapons 
to be collected adds an interesting strategic element. 
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shells 


нкчвтогр 
Ph! Burst 
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VERSION UPDATE 


SOLDIER OF LIGHT 


Ace € Amiga: £24.99 


PLANET BATTLES are too 
easy — just keep going, firing 
continuously, while space bat 
Мез аге too tough. Collision 
detection is iffy in places and 
the game slows when a lot of 
characters are on-screen, 
Sound and graphics are 
okay— the theme music | 


grows on you — but this ver 
sion should have been an 
exact replica of the coin-op. 
and it's way off that. 
OVERALL 60% 

TGM008: SPECTRUM 86 

TGMO15; Сөз 77% 

TGMO15: ST 70% 





nly three Worlds for the 16-bit coin-op conversion 


VERSION UPDATE 


Electronic Arts @ PC: £24.95 





Even in EGA and VGA 


OVERALL 64% 


моов 


пс but dull looking modern 
combat in EA's latest 





VERSION UPDATE 


I VIN (S ( 
zi NW ~ 
Firebird @ Amiga: £19.99 
WHY this Amiga conversion 
поша take во long tc 
plete and stil look identical to 
ST game is mystfying. The 
v. ol a Белес lune and 
Easy/Hard 
plain the delay 





dated but it p 
enjoyable and 














mode 
naybe 







ne-consuming n 
mous jerky-scr 
Comparisons with 








The winged carnivorous fish gives Hirohito a savage nip 
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REVIEWS 


Ninja terror hits the streets, roads, sewers. 


DRAGON NINJA. 


| Imagine Software 
| 
| 
| 





| 

he President's been grabbed by Ninjas! Someone | 

notices and raises the alarm. Enter Dragon Ninja to | 

fight through eight levels and rescue the man. With 

this much plot you couldn't expect much in the way | 

of subtle gameplay — you'd be right 
Ninjas am out о stop you. Level one ninja action with the Mac truck 

hey deal out death with razor. rushing past in the background — Amstrad 

у е) — 





sharp swords and nunchakus. 

Female ninjas, killer dogs and — 

real bad епд-оНеме! dudes cass: £9.95 

lessen your chances of surviv- | | сат £9.95, disk: £14.95 

Mines and ом юг "v O 05 | A potentially excelent conversion falls down because i's tar 

е ‹ s Graphicali end-level dudes adopt simi- 
Some of the coin-op's origi- | | Crude sprites lack detail| | 100 easy. attractive, ор! 

пайу remains in these comput- | and animation and jerk | | lar attack пета апа аге мү defeated. јак machines | 

er conversions with action tak- | | around іп front of poor-to- | | hold all levels in memory and feature some qui кари 

ing place in various locations. average backdrops. Coll | | Speech. 

The 8-bit games are one player | |ision detection is too pre- 

only, a litle disappointing con- | | се — making the game far 

sidering the fun that could have | | too frustrating to enjoy. 

been had with two Dragon | — 

Ninjas, but play remains moder -— 

Sab enjoyable | [OTHER FORMATS 
Two-player ST and А 
versions, £19.95 and £24. 

“Play remains mod- | | respectively, imminent. 


erately enjoyable” 














Truck-top terrors as the Dragon. 
Ninja takes on all-comer 

Spectrum version right, 
Commodore 64 far right 


! 61% cass: £8.95, 
CAL disk: £14.95 


| Gameplay is relatively easy — even with twice as many nin- 
| | las to deal with. Too much monochrome and slow sci 

dulls the presentation, but at least playability hasn't been 
| sacrificed. 
| 











VERSION UPDATE siles and a 360 degree roll! OVERALL 68% 


which is a tad tricky to induce 


help to increase the overall | ATARI ST: TGM015 4 
difficulty, but not sufficiently to | ce TGM015 29% 
redress the balance. SPECTRUM: TGM015 83: 
P 





Activision 
Amstrad cassette: £9.99, diskette: £14.99 


FOLLOWING a mixed recep-| Unfortunately, despite all of 
lion on other machines, | its good points — gameplay to 
Sega's biggest coin-op to | match the coin-op, great 
date makes its Amstrad | sense of speed and high 
appearance. Keith Burkhill, | paced action — the player is 
the brains behind “he | allowed too many lives. А few 
Spectrum version was given | hours solid play is all it takes 
the job of making a Tomcat| to complete the mission. | 
come to alive on the CPC. | Occasional obscuring of mis- | 
The resulting product com. 
bines the colours and graphic Я 
potential of the Amstrad with | pomer ants icm s sespicbusiy 

| the playability and speed of | Russian-ooking fying service sta- 

| the Spectrum. боп" hey ain't shellin out 
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VERSION UPDATE 


CALIFORNIA 
GAMES, — == 


Epyx @ Amiga: £19.99 
game really scores is in playa 


IF THERE is a version to beat | bility and the fun spirit of com- 
the supreme programming of | petition. 

the C64 original, this must be | OVERALL 73% 

it. However. the graphics have | PC. TGMOO6 90% 

only been improved in defini | SPECTRUM: TGM003 45% 

tion and animation, with disap- | C64 TGMOO! 92% 



















| pointing added detail. And 
| Sound wise Epyx games have 




















Plenty of radical action from the makers of the famous Games 
Graphics and sound are unambitious but playability is as 900% 









VERSION UPDATE 


THE MUNSTERS 


Again Again 
Amstrad CPC: cass £9.99, disk £14.99 











sweaty defined as this TV comedy | OVERALL 44% 













[VERSION UPDATE 


THE BARD'S TALE 2: 
THE DESTINY KNIGHT 


Interplay/Electronic Arts @ PC: £24.95 


THE main problem with this | plenty to do. 
product is its age. There are EGA is used to c 
many hours of play but actions | effective stonework and inte! 
are uncomplicated: combat is | esting character graphics. 
а choice of flee, defend of | although there is occasional 
attack, and  inter-character | unsightly use of с 

communication is impossible. | crude animation. 

However, for е OVERALL 68% 


hungry RPGers there remains | AMIGA: Ti 





















VERSION UPDATE 


GALACTIC CONQUEROR 


Titus € Amstrad CPC: cass £9.99, disk £14.99 
PC: £24.99 
BACKING 









Dancing stripes do іше to reip | AMSTRAD 48% 
the dodgy perspective as restless me 

EI T Ra 

you t's shame the game fan as A 

Trey 


== 
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Gremlin Graphics 


In the film RoboCop they made a man out of 

parts and put him to work 

Gremlin have made a game out of bits and bobs 

from other games, but in this case, amid a welter 
| of gore, the finished product doesn't work. 












Tech armed with a pow. 
erful gun, net-gun and high 
speed vehicle, is out for blood 
criminal bi Wrapped 

is arm is a hi-tech com 

lo help him track down 
offenders, the more rapidly to 


six foot of dirt. 


“No excuse for gory 
mayhem” 


Forewarned is forearmed 


In Techno Cop, 


(54% 


cassette: £7.99, diskette: 
£12.99 

The monochrome and road 
perspective work nicely, 
but the update of vehicle 
and roadside features is far 
from perfect. 


£19.99 


cassette: £9.99, diskette 
£14.99 

Odd perspective and screen 
update speed ruin the rac- 
ing section. Small sprites 
use of bright red 
ising on the eye. 





OTHER FORMATS 


Atari ST and PC 
£19.99) are imminent. 


(both 


Good roadside perspective is spoiled by simply animated 
vehicles and the cop walks as if he's about to fall flat on his 


face. The most satisfying effect comes from blasting thugs | 
into bloody, twitching hunks of dogmeat. — but is that nice? | 


||blocky cars, 


REVIEWS 




























(22 


cassette: £9.99, diskette: 
£14.99 


Dublous road animation, 
trees, and 
explosions, attribute clash 
and enemy vehicles that 
split in half for no other rea- 
son than bad programming, 
weak sound and a tedious 
multi-load — that's it. 


Playing this won t make your day 
‘Amiga below, Amstrad underneath 





Let's piste again in Advanced... 


SKI SIMULATOR 


Codemasters Gold 


Kling down a course marked with gates to negoti- 
ate against a time limit, trees, huts and rocks 


makes things far from easy in this bird's eye view 


game Code Masters call a simulation ! 


Anyone hoping for a fast and 
furious sport simulation will be 
disappointed — theres no 
sense of speed and when 
jumping all you have to do is 
ат the skier at а precipice 













and hope for the best. Despite 
the packaging's claim that the 
game features ‘realistic jumps 
with controllable landings’ you 








tieties are reproduced, there's 
very itte for the either player to 
до apart from steering past haz- 
ards. Seven pistes add some | 


variety but little long term | 






















Advanced Ski Simulator on 
Code Masters’ Gold Label is 
virtyally identical to Profess- 
onal Ski Simulator: released 
for the Spectrum for £1.99 
well over a year ago. 











‘computer sports 
asts will find less to do than sit- 
ting in an armchair 





e e 
“None of the 
sport’s subtleties 
are reproduced” 















I get a kick out of you 


EMLYN HUGHES 


Audiogenic 
hatever happened to Emlyn Hughes? Fans of 
the TV presenter's ready wit, back-slapping and 
squeals of 'I know it, | know it! are disappointed | 
by the latest series of A Question Of Sport, 
where cricketer lan ‘Guy the gorilla Botham replaces our 
Emlyn, But now Crazy Horse Hughes is back — on the 
Spectrum and C64, where Audiogenic have updated their | 
classic International Soccer, endorsed it by Emlyn, and 
put his inane grinning visage on the front. 





























I's a cross between a sports 
sim and a football-management 
game. Emlyn Hughes 
International Soccer allows you 
t only to physically control 
your team's players, but also to 
influence their fortunes as man. 
ager by choosing team mem 
bers and matches (see box 
headed Play Options). 

Each match is viewed trom 
the side stands. Controlling one 
player at a time, you try to get 
the ball, using a sliding tackle if 












Human factors 
The game is il-a-side, but 
your squad has 16 members 
— so you can replace worn 
out players with fresh substi- 
tutes, or choose the best team 
for "а particular match 
Selecting these 16 players is 
described as ‘the most impor 
lant strategy element: you 
choose factors like speed. 
defensive skills and attacking 
skills 

But as ALL these can be 





INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 





[PLAY OPTIONS | 
[== = of Emlyn Hughes International Soccer could contain up to 60 
one of the following forms: 

LEAGUE: eight teams ali play each other once or twice. 

CUP: ight lema ply losers ofeach maich are білімін, one vtr 


—— 

Pra eight teams play as a league, then the top four play as a 
includes. | 

[тст с-н 


Two human. — and when a match is 
opa eim pe prs Gn ji lore conr ud nn 









The overall skill level of | and strength. And while all | 
matches, on a scale o! one to | these will take a long time to 
ten, is also set, along with | master, the options allow the 
maich duration. complexity of | complexity of controls to be 
controls, and even the colour | gradually built up, easing the 
scheme of the ball, pitch and | burden till you're ready to tack 


markings le a very complete simulation 
Variety shows 
The variety within Emlyn 


Hughes International Soccer is 
truly remarkable, with a total of 





























necessary | 
Complex joystick control | given the maximum rating, 43 options covering virtually 
allows hundreds of different | three, it seems pretty easy to | everything you could want to | | 
kicks. And though the full range | construct a ‘perfect’ (ват... | alter. It's possible to save | 
of techniques is tricky to mas- | perfect, that is, ШІ fitness and | squads and competitions іп | cassette £9.95 
for il cam involve five different | skill levels deteriorate with | progress, and to prin ош Оше а small ares ої 
Gnections, ^ three ^ different | injury and fatigue. H fitness | results and details — which all | | gerolling pitch is displayed, 
heights, Backheeling, sidestep- | goes below 75% it тау Бе | goes to make up a football | | whieh lead to some 
ping and heading — not ай at | time to call in substitutes, who | game with more lasting inter- | [gonfusion іп hectic 
the same time! can be fetched at half-time or | est than any other. moments — particularly as | 
But what Фуа do when the | by returning to the menu | The player controls are com- | teams аге distinguished || 
ball is half а pitch away from | screen when the ball goes out | prehensive, giving many com- | | only by the on thelr 
your player? Changing players | of play. binations of height, direction | | shirts. But „ like the 
can be done manually, using overhead arrow lo indicate 
the joystick, but it's tricky — the ‘under control, is 
especialy when the area is adjusted to. The 
crowded. So an option allows stock characters run 
you to leave player changes to and amusingly, but the ball | 
the computer, which will (theo- movement is less exciting. 
retically) select whats best 
This is recommended on the One warning: ота 
first few games, at least. [| e | 
in a twist with the full range 
moves! 
OTHER FORMATS 
CPC (cassette — £9.95, 
diskette £14.95) due around 
| mid-April, Brian. ST and 
| | Amiga versions are ‘going 
| |19 happen but not for some 
months — it could be late 
All it lacks а — C64 screen с И 
t lacks are hooligans, a ref and Coleman s balls у ~ 
| boss Peter Calver, explain- 
|- CR AM, 2 = У ышы 
‘Audiogenic toyed with the idea of an American football game belore se team [oom esa] 
engen En ess Bish oran. "a لسا سا‎ E 
| And there was the Superbowl shape Lond om 
| Cinemaware's TV Sports: Football which Audiogenic boss Peter “The variety and | 
Calver admires as ‘probably the best sports game anyone has done’ — 
except his own, of course. options are truly 
So after Emlyn, look out for another typically British sim trom remarkable” 
‘Audiogenic — a 3-D snooker game on 16-bit machines late this summer. 
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Ocean race to success 


Ocean 





Gauntlet offers a similar kind o 

panied by different graphic pre: 
each of the three events: road racing, water racing or the 
hill assault course — all of which load separately 








For the waterborne race there’ 





vercraft, speed boats, jet skis. | non n k 





or 


flatable boats. These al T et 





their own handling charas зш! e 











muddy tr 
















ck lenge bı 
Hunt 








but again, expl prove 
be a hazard. Probably the most 
Back to 





oth-scrolling 
lippery 
over water, nets and water can 








OTHER FORMATS 
Commodore and CPC ver- 
sions for Easter (£9.99 cass, 
£14.99 disk) Amiga and ST 
versions available in April 
(£24.99 and £19.99 respec 
tively) 


“One of the best 
multi-event games 
for a long while” 


Track racing section — the well animated graphics neatly avoid colour 
clash as the buggies hurtle round the tortuous course 


£8.99 cass 
£14.99 disk 


Detailed vehicles and back. 
grounds with colour bor. 
ders makes for a lively look 
ing game and its technical 
excellence combined with 
the wide range of playable 
sections makes this one of 
the best multi-event games 
tor a long while. 













VERSION UPDATE 


RAMPAGE 


Sega/Bally Midway Ө Sega: cartridge £24.95 


Choose your monster weapon | people live and generally make 
(ahem):George the Ape, Lizzie | a nuisance of yourself іп Sega's 
tne Lizard or Ralph the Wolf. | own version of their coin-op hit 
Prepare to climb and demolish | Rampage 

‘countless city skyscrapers, pull | Rampage is played either by 
helicopters from the sky, eat | a single player, controlling one 
























beast, or two simultaneous 
players. Danger comes from 
tanks, 'copters, dynamite lob- | 
bers, energy-draining pools of | 
water, and assaults from fellow 
giant’ monsters. Energy is 
regained by grabbing people 
from skystraper windows or 
from the street and gobbling 
them 

Similar to previous home 
computer conversions, he 
Sega version lacks variety. 
From scene to scene and city 
to city, the buildings are in the 
same style with only a few 
minor changes in shape and 











оамасе 


size. And there are по new 
fealures introduced as you 
progress though the fifly lev 
els. 

The humorous cartoon-like 


characters of George, Lizzie 
and Ralph are undoubtedly 
the best element in Rampage. 
but they can't make up for the. 
lack of variety in the rest of 
the graphics, 25 is too high a 
price to pay for a game with 
Such limited interest, even 
with the amusment of two. 
players. 


SEGA: OVERALL 58% 
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£24.99 


cass: £9.99 

Digitised — pictures аге 

always attractive but even disk: £14.99 

with backdrops faithful to | Emulating digitised graph 

the arcade _ machine | | | ics can be a problem on the 
35 is not а дате 10 | Spectrum and | ^ 

push forward. the bound- || | tries bravely, succeeding in 

Eres of software. With a|| part with the asteroids 


slight loss of high definition || | themselves but failing with 
comes lack of ship detail] | | the confused and overly dull 
although the overall effect is | backdrops. The profession 
of a very slick game. The | al presentation is degraded 








music and effects are gener- | | slightly by attribute clash 
ally below average — faith. | | | but in play there's little to 
ful yes, but also annoyingly | | | distinguish between 
repetitive. Spectrum and 16-bit ver 
sions 
£19.99 


The limitation of 16 colours on screen lead to some odd 
looking backdrops but the asteriods, spaceships and сон 
lectable items are close to the arcade. Other than this and 
the weak sound effects Blasteroids on the ST toes the line in 
being a direct clone of the Amiga version 










У the | | OTHER FORMATS 


Amstrad and MSX versions 
are expected in the near 
future (both £9.99 on cas- 
sette and £14.99 diskette) 
long with a Commodore 
64/128 version (cassette 
£9.99 and £12.99 diskette) 
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| ere € 


OU HAVE 7 MORE SECTORS TO п 
іші 


| TI SELEC 
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Remember... 


SITAME 
WARS 


STAR à 
ГІЗ 
STRIKES BACK 


WARS 
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КЕТОКМ /ЕРЇ 











They are all highly successful Arcade 
conversions. 


Now the Creator of these Coin-Ops has asked 
Domark to convert its current range of Coin-Op 
hits onto your computer. 


A new label has been created for this exciting 
range. It’s called 


TENGEN 


See a demo of the first Tengen title at your 
local store now!! 


Turn the page for a glimpse into the future . . 

















The New Name in Coin-Op Conversions, 
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high seas of space 



















































igehog-squashing space 





Yorkie Bars in space are no sub 





avoid n AMIGA 


youve фо 82% 


to | |£19.99 

Never mind the sound (mid 
Gle-of-the-road. effects) 

feei the graphics! The realis 

paths acr galaxy | | he representation of a com- 

пар, and these puter's function keys on the 

ability to upgra y р option screens is just one 

indication of the program- 

mers attention 1o delall 

excit ром e up Excitement would have 

been added by speeding up 

OTHER FORMATS the sedately scrolling stars 

Available soon, ST version too but as there's plenty 

is £19.99. C64, Spectrum | going on, it's no great loss 
and CPC in the summer. in this fine shoot-'em-up. 















— 


“More than just an exciting shoot-'em-up" 


YELLOW 50 extra points 
WHITE Smart bomb 
GREEN increases shield level 
RED Destroys all enemies 
and pods within scan. 
ner range 

BLUE Decreases ship's dam. 
age level 

BLACK Creates other pods of 

various colours 


PIRATE PRACTICE MAK 

Belore starting a Cosmic Pirate mission, you can hone those space skills 
on seven different simulators — at a price. Combat One, Two and Three are 
all direct shoot-to-kill while Space Sim Is a closer reproduction of a rea 
mission. Spacetruck Sim costs 3,000 credits, and emulates the capture of 


one of the huge carriers, while Planet Sim (1,000 credits) does the same for 
the occasional special tasks you might be given. And for a hefty 5,000, you 
can indulge іп а game of Disasteroids... a recreation of an old coin-op 
РЕ E | which may be familiar to Imageworks. 











Pipes of pieces 


PIPELINE 


Entertainment International/Titus 
he games industry is a strangely fickle beast. The 
latest mega horizontally-scrolling shoot-'em-up with 
24 types of add-on weapons or hideously complex 
1000 location arcade adventure may be what the 
gaming public flock to buy, but todays blockbuster soon 
becomes a dust-gathering has been. Although quite rare, 
puzzle games are often the sort to keep you coming back 
to time and time again. Take Pipeline, for example. 
The objective, as in all the best | 


games в very simple: construct | АТҚ 
3 pipeline, of a minimum num 4 
ber of sections, within а time 83% 


limit 

The pieces of pipeline are laid 
on a 9x7 grid of square tiles 
connected from a set starting 
position with the use of a cursor 
or joystick, Two columns (blue 








£19.99 


For this type of game visual 
clarity is more important 
than fancy garphics and 
and red) lie to either side of the | | Pipeline on the ST fulfils 
grid, each containing vertical, | this criteria with cleanly 
horizontal, cross shaped and | | defined pipe segments and 
fight-angled pipe segments. | | tiles. The sound effects are 
With the cursor on the desired | |funetional and a pleasant 
е and the fire button held | | Jingle rounds the game off 
down, pushing left drops the top | | neatly. 
piece from the blue column ont 
the grid; pushing right selects | does the same for the red сой 
the bottom piece trom the red | umn. И a piece of pipeline is 
column incorrectly positioned, a limited 
if niether column has a con- | number of bombs are available 
песађе ресе di to destroy it, leaving the tile tree 
able, one of a limited number of | for a better choice of pipe. 
passesis used. Holding the fire | The minimum number of 
button while pushing the joy- | pieces needed to make up the 
stick up erases the current pipe | pipeline varies with the leve 
segment from the blue column. | and difficulty is also increased 
giving access to the next one іп | with the inclusion of extra fea: 
the line, and pushing tures. Squares occupied by 
pattern — have to be 
bombed 




















Му avail 















A puzzle game of great ingenuity 
and addictvity, Pipeline is simple | operate іп o 
т concept, flendishiy challenging | ed by an 

In play, and attractive to look at Son square 


'ompense, some bonus 
pleces are already positioned, 
giving an extra 500 points if 
used as part of a pipeline. 

|n comparison !o many 
games, Pipelines | control 
method Is а little complex and 
awkward to get used to, but 
once got to terms with presents 
no real problems. While the 
gameplay itself is remarkably 
simple. 
addictive. 
Even after practice the first 
level — where you have the 












































it is also fiendishly | 


REVIEWS 






OTHER FORMATS 


The Amiga version (£19.99) 
will be available shortly, 
while C64, Amstrad CPC 
(both £9.99 cassette, £14.99 
disk), and Spectrum (£8.99) 
are in the pipeline (groan) 
for release early summer. 






freedom of the entire grid and 
only have to lay a minimum of 
17 pipe pieces 

tricky so the later levels are a 
huge challenge. Passwords can 
be used for direct access to 
these levels, but you'll need 


can prove 


any hours of play before you 


feel brave enough to tackle 
them! 








“The objective, as in all the best games, 
is very simple” 
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Through persistence to the stars 


FEDERATION OF FREE === 
TRADERS al Se 


Gremlin Graphics ers, missiles, shields, extra 
nd o 






























biggest lille for year defence syster 
Traders (FOFT) has been ir and the scope for upgrad 

development for nearly two years. Drawing cre your ehip i | 
ative sustenance from Elite, the science fiction т==г j 
RPG Traveler and a ho es, 3D-Galax ۸ 












progr er Paul Blythe’ its 


dry dock. The qu 









; Galnetspeak 









‘Stunning graphics, great ideas, but sadly flawed 











£29.99 


FOFT is certainly a glossy 
game with a great attract 
mode, fast moving solid 3-D 
graphics of spacecraft and a 
music disk with 19 classical 
tunes on it. The planet fall 
sequence is a little slow but 
considering the scope of 
the game this isn't surpris: 
ing. The bad news is that 
the manual is atrocious, 
saying little about the intri 
cacies of the game and 
being altogether too vague. 
At 26 pages long it's woeful 
ly inadequate. 






in late February, Gremlin 
withdrew all copies of FOFT 
for minor changes — but the 
big problem stayed in 

А few bugs were correct 
ed, according 10 program 
mer Paul Blythe, and It's now 
easier to save to disk. Game- 
lesting on an unprolected 
version had meant that 
Gremlin didn't realise their 
copy-protection system hin 
dered game saving. 

Also added, says Gremlin 
boss lan Stewart, is 
Cadets’ Quick-Start Guide to OTHER FORMATS 
get you straight into the first 


An Amiga version h 
mission. uo von 


planned for the end of 
March priced at £29.99 with 
a PC version under consid- 
eration. 





eee з а st 
“Even with its 
welcome features 
the £30 price tag 
can't be 
justified at all” 





pue v Getting rid of pirate ships is at the 


. root of FOFT а problem — there 
are too many of them 


THE ONE на PROBLEM WITH FOFT 











boar ірі 







































ppe ө average 
best space game ever — an | scene " Sequence | “Апа unless you fancy taking | number of jumps needec 
ттеп ovement on Elite | stat : ate | on several ships mp, the | reach a destinatior wt 
ва дерін Ç d kill y sensible or to wait | adds up to more than eight m 
Q ! ships to mee Multiply this again by th 
and mission: er of planets and galaxie 
t те ne ы ing HOURS of wasted tir 
about their ow lane ot tha 
се perspaced omes dow 
| y 
до а sy t should be a that the number of ships ha 
are a ship random in the 
| v niy by ) range 
| ending himself At 
ut of range, can yo said the game ‘is hard, yes, but 
th it's not meant to be 
ature works fine easy jame-testers gc 
hips are few and used to it and were soon get 
but in FOFT it al ting places.’ It seems Огетіг 
| | immortals, and that's a 

















REVIEWS 


Planes and jeeps and bombs 5 bullets and white hot deat 


every opp. 


SILKWORM 2-2 == 


and 
The Sales Curve (publisher to be announced) 

ecmo's Silkworm coin-op 

licence deal goin: |: о u ~ they can p y 

tion and mayhem to pro apes an much scrap 


exciting computer conversion and The Sales Curve ers aren't the only aerial speed-up: 


have taken the plunge in commendable s : Tote albae o wein ine gob ‘pee 
are running round your homeland with their entire air| SAM m fly around posing ыз 
force and army. Just as things look impo: bleak, ^ 
warriors in a helicopter and a jeep enter the fray in an 
attempt to penetrate the enemy defences and destroy the MEO паана EE „Аш 
reactor at the heart of their fortre gad ور‎ asan Я Ps Seen, 
JEEP- TDP Етте г) crate 
Wilh both player 
9 markedly diferent 
э the skies in an attack 
helicopter, the olher drives a 
jeep. which has a neat line іп 
leaping over obstacles, across 
~ the land. The jeep may be 
leaps off the ground, but it al 
ple directions including back 
wards 
teamwork can see the player; 
through each level of sheer 


wo | se lems. The enemy 


5 are just as bad | Harmonious play 


П 


Last Dual-style two-player action 
sees one player in charge of a jeep 
and the other flying a helicopter 
‘Attack тот ground-based SAMs 
(below), phases you not a bit 
just blast the enemy choppers and 
get the hell out 
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milar 
way 


е of 
ayer 












The helicopter fights off a vicious tank 
attack аз enemies arrive by the dozen 
AMIGA 


86". 












VERSION UPDATE 


BARBARIAN II 


Palace ST: £19.99 


Clever use of greens and greys gives Silkworm an authentic 
military atmosphere, which is reinforced by the non-stop 
destruction. Graphically the sprites may be small but the 
have a wealth of variety and the attention to detail is first 
class. Sound effects add to the atmosphere. 



















му 


259, [T8-BIT NEWS FLASH! 















































sample 
and continue-plays as well See "wel tor ts first class | Amiga Barbarian ll has beon 
mt work is more than | delayed 1 — Apri/May 
an advantage, I's a necessity busy Mariana | because programmer 
the onslaught of enemy aircraft, «Рау ston оозу ches in |Blchard  Leinfeliner was 
tanks and missiles is constant тот aaa oe ^no | |bogged down working on the 
and at Ihe screen is literal mous hero armed | | Amiga Shoot-'Em-Up 
ly jam-packed with enemy fire Construction Kit (on Palace's 
power. The a 7 through four | |Outlaw label)! 
Chaotic and doesn through SH | | But a new programmer has 
ler. 2 al bizarre crea. | | been found for the Amiga ver 
moving although the heli S kwan 8 more colours, slightly nicer 





has a better tin ө ST version is definition and a lew more 
















able [OTHER FORMATS sampled pounds, according 
screen. to Palace boss Pete Stone, 
moblty at qui n satel 4 PC users can get barbaric 
advantage on later | 1 | | Sone are planned for Apri а cleaner, more precise | | in April too. And back will. the 
through harmonious teamwork ANE Te opas Original | | Ë bits, CPC release is expect 
| ка possible to su and animation is excel- | | ed for late March. 

| Teamwork aways | faa ua XE 7 

work well and Sikworm works а | HANGING FIRE 











At the time of writing 
The Sales Curve had 
DEL 


OVERALL 82% A cleaner, more spritely version on 
164/128: TGM009 94: the Atari ST — better for ali those 
beheading scenes 





game lactics in 
Ceed, and even in one-play 





tions as to who will be 


publishing Silkworm. 

— .||Prices of all versions 

Ë are also unconfirmed 
but expect normal pric- 


| ing when the game is 
ЕЕ Tougher and released. 
sound predictably weak in | | 
. While graphi- aasan: 
1 ло аше the amiga | “The vast number of 
| [and losing out in the num- | enemy opponents 


| |ber of colours available, quickly get the 


| Sikworm is a great ST blast : ы 
and even better in two play- | adrenalin pumping’ 
= D: 
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BRINGING HOME THE Cl 








. RE eA ШШЕН" 
Y "e WERE WE == u 
] s 
(CBM 64/128 £9.99t £14.99d + Atari ST £19.99d • Spectrum 48/128K £8.99t £12.99d • Amstrad CPC £9.99t £14.99d Amiga £19,994 
TET EC E N 
peu IEEE 








‘Ly uu kee U 


GIANTS OF THE VIDEO GAMES INDUSTRY 


CO. LTD Manstactured under Licence them CAPCOM 


























Dull driving from Imagine 


WEC LE MANS 


Imagine Software 


espite wilder hydraulics than Sega's Out Run and being a 
technically and graphcally better дате. Konami's 1986 
arcade release WEC Le Mans flopped in the arcades 
Punters wanted to race Out Нит sexy Testarossas, not 
mess about with humdrum Porsches. Kicking off with 8-bit 
versions, Imagine now try and redress the balance in the home. 
The French race upon which 
this game is based is an all-day 


devious, drivers can see your 
all-night affair, but on the com- | car spinning off the track or flip 
puter youre only expected to | ping end over end, and its in 
compete with other drivers | the extravagance of the graph 
against an allotted time limit | ics that a coin-op can often dis- 
around four laps with three |*guise shallow _ gameplay 
checkpoints per lap. Needless to say, the 8-bit con- 
Running into the other, often | versions sutfer in comparison to 
the original, and WEC Le Mans 

falis, ironically, through remain. 
ing too faithful to the coin-op. 


































Unlike the. 

The car 

thing else. The st 
side graphice are 
| tent. Avoid it. 


Two heads are better than one 


CAPTAIN FIZZ 


MEETS THE BLASTER-TRONS 


Psyclapse 


ddictive, fiendish and relentless action are words 
used to describe this game by its producers. But 
we wonder whether the authors of Menace 
(TGM013) and the brilliant Baal (TGMO15) have | 
been playing the same game they sent us to review. 
Captain Fizz has been cloned 

and given a new identity — that | the sun. To avert catastrophe 
of intergalactic stormtrooper — | Fizz and Fizz must alter the 
and a headache — the Blaster- | flightpath held in the station's 
Trons have seized space station | master computer. The trick is to 
icarus and sent it plunging into | get all the way there from a dis 
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ERIS 


== ІШІ 
6 Жуу) 
iamen ome 


Arcade WEC Le Mans out ran Sega, 
| 


cass £9.95 
disk £14.95 
Excellent presentation and 


Crit xn 
to the lack | 


visual variation as you 
progress. Sad, because 
ills long-term playability. 


tant cargo bay despite prejudi- | 
cial interference from gun-toting 
Blaster-Trons. 

Working best with two players. 
the screen is split horizontally in 
һай for each character. 


Gameplay is unhappily stan- | 











Spiit-screen action isn't new, but 
the level of dullness is 


“A split-screen 
Gauntlet with a few 


but t's not во hot at home [OTHER FORMATS 


‘Amstrad (£9.99 cass, £14.95 
disk), ST and Amiga ver- 
____| | sions will be out for Easter 
|| at £19.95 and £26.95 
|| respectively. 









Also available for the 





oH 
“WEC Le Mans 
fails, ironically, | 
through remaining 
too faithful to the 
coin-op” 
mamme a 





dard: flickscreen corridors 
locked doors, energy barriers. 
colour-coded key cards, col 
lectable armour, failing health 


points, energy restorers and so 
on. A split-screen Gauntlet with 
а few yawn-inducing enemies 
and some puzzles is not what | 
Todays gamers want. This is 
quite a surprise from Psyclapse. 








?агайіѕе lost, vengeance fo 


DENARIS | 


US Gold 


ШӨ a= 
75 Шаага 


RELER о 


OTHER FORMATS 
No other versions are cur- 
rently planned. 


Ше E 


ІҢ 


| Е19.99 

While not quite as technical- 
| y impressive as on the 64, 
Denaris still manages to be 
а superb shoot-em-up with 
all the trimming 

With the Amiga's potential, 
Rainbow Arts have created 
some wonderfully detailed 
regions to fly through, with 
varied and often highly orig- 
inal Guardians. The great 
gameplay leaves the others 
standing. 


=w- «| 
Te I 
0 


саѕѕ £9.99 

disk £14.99 

A superp shoot-em-up, 
| Denaris 

Armalyte for pol 

sentation but 


style, tactics and graphics 
to hold your intere: 

| пке a good book you'll w: 

| to return again and again. 


mae or ar u ` 
“Heavy reliance on 
the fire button isn't 
going to get you 
very far” 














VERSION UPDATE 


ROBOCOP 


Ocean @ Amstrad cass £9.95, disk £14.95 
OCEAN w 








OVERALL 78% 








VERSION UPDATE 


RASTAN ` 


| Sega/Taito 
Sega: cartridge £24.95 


| RASTAN'S 






3 vines, slaying 
ly RASTAN'S out 





King 

































VERSION UPDATE 


LIVE AND LET DIE 


Domark € Amiga: £19.95 





THE AMIGA 





[VERSION UPDATE 


HOSTAGES 


Infogrames € Amiga: £24.95, PC: £24.95 


THE AMIGA version is. made | simulation. 
immediately more dificult than | ^ Worse use has been made 
the ST game because your | of the РС, with only CGA and 
men are killed after only a cou- | monochrome supported, 50 
ple of shots. The Amiga | that the dark, moody scenes of 
Improves on the ST's grainy | the other 16-bits have been 
\oraphics, adding clarity rather | replaced by an inappropriate 
Than detail but stil having some | gaudiness 

unsightly _ stipple _ shading. 

Clearer samples and a tense | AMIGA: OVERALL 78% 
tune help generate atmo + x 
here, nicely complementing | РС: OVERALL 71% 
[this varied and amusing SAS | ATARI ST. TGM013 77 
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A trip down memory lane for arcadesters 


GRADIUS 


Konami 
radius is probably better known by its coin-op 
name of Nemesis, a classic arcade game which 


























REVIEWS 











































a | pioneered the progressive weaponry system and 
proved to be the inspiration for almost every shoot: 
'em-up since. 
Gradus folows the Nemesis 
хуор 00 me eter, which is | BNNNNEENENNNNNNER 
another way of saying that he | “In the transition to 
‘and stack paters, stage you's COnSOle Gradius has | s ee 
and presentation miror the lost little of its | hoot emup for ne Nintendo 
arcade machine exactly and former glory” won! disappoint players 
coin-pumping veterans should 
find most of their tactics can be 
used — what a comfort 
Surprisingly Gradius is t 
fist horizontally scrolling shoo cartridge: £24.95 
етир 10 appear on the Waves of nostalgia will 
Nintendo and as a result it wil bring a tear to many an 
lake some beating. arcade veteran's eyes. In 
Nintendo owners have had to the arcades Nemesis was 
wait a long time for this conver- THE classic arcade shoot- 
sion and Konami havent diss етир and the Nintendo 
appointed them. Watch out fot conversion is little different 
even better things in the in terms of gameplay 
Nemesis serie when Undermined slightly by less 
lamander is released in late |than perfect graphics, a 
89 under the name o | wee sountrack and a 
Litetorce | strange loss of speed on 
level five this is still a good 
blast. in the transition to 
ames with massive socto-eco console Gradius has lost lir 
ген пр тм tle of its former glory. 
VERSION UPDATE which rarely works at the best 
of limes. the result is that 
m ADIV Al ; pz Accolade have provided litle 
"| в I. ú that's not been seen before by 
" М vi ig racing game enthusiast 








Accolade/Electronic Arts 
Commodore 64/128: cass £9.95, disk £14.95 


SIMPLIFIED Formula One rac 
ing в what its all about 
Differing only slightly from the 
PC version, Grand Prix Circuit 
has you racing round eight 
Intemational tracks against 
nine other equally determined 
Formula One competitors. 

Singe track races and a| 
Championship Circuit are on 
offer lor budding Nigel 
Mansells with any of three 
types of car and five skill levels 
10 provide a progressive chal 
lenge. 

For all its smart presenta 
tion, effective illusion of move 
ment and satisfyingly simple 
gameplay Grand Prix Circuit is 
let down Бу an acute lack of 
depth. The game attempts to 
bring together the complexity 
ot Revs while trying to main 
tain the pace of an arcade rac. 
ing game — a combination 





Enemy ahead! Lack of depth, 
however, kills this arcade-cum- 
strategy racing update 




































OVERALL 47% 
IBM PC: TGMO15 64: 
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Nazis on The Moon 


Cinemaware/Mirrorsoft 


he story so far: Europe is overrun by hordes of 
goose-stepping Nazis, while back in Berlin The 
Fuhrer is plotting to take over the whole world by 
devious means. The evil madman's key is the min- 
eral lunarium, which only exists on the moon and is 
mined by a chain gang of women because of its effects 
on men. The Nazi leader intends transporting the awe- 
some element on rockets to Earth to make loads of lunar. 
ium bombs which will reduce the IQ of males everywhere 
by 3095. 
But tremble not Rocket 
Ranger, a beefy bloke with а 
lunarium-driven power pack 
strapped to his back, can save | 
the world. All he has to do is | 
infitrate the Nazi rocket facto- | 
Ties, find enough bits to build a 
rocket, nip off to the moon and 
destroy the lunarium base. Easy 
when you know how. 

But the man's busy. Belore 
getting anywhere near the 
moon there's a kidnapped sci 
entist and his daughter to res 
cue, a highly explosive Zeppelin 
1o be disabled without blowing it 
up, five secret agents to contact 
and their findings to be acted | 


Everything to make a Rocket 
Ranger appears as if by magic on | 
the unsuspecting hero's tidy desk | 
— ready for launch to the moon 





All this and Barbarian too 


SKRULL 


16/32 Edition 


sygnosis's Barbarian (up to 87% in ТОМ002) 
has spawned surprisingly few imitators, but 
Skrull — from an obscure French software | 
house — is a fine example, with even greater | 
depth than the original. And though this is not an offi- 
cial licence, Skrull is the namesake of a swords'n'sor- 
cery movie and a series of comic/fantasy books — 
which all adds to the hunky hacker mystique! 

This barbarian does have | 


rather unusual heritage — it's | can save the world when it 


ROCKET RANGER 






| infectious. After a while you real 
ly do get the sensation that| 
you're taking part in a Flash 
Gordon movie — and that's a lot 
ot fun. Not as cheap as a a visit 
to the cinema, but then you'll be | 
enjoying this for a lot longer! 


upon, trips to South America, | 
Liao fighters to gun down | 
and all those іше rocket bits o | 
be picked on the way. 

Unie some of Cinemaware's 
other tiles, Rocket Rangers 
graphics and gameplay comple 
ment each "other perfectly. 





There is a staggering amount of 
things to do, and the games 
soon proves wildly 








Faster than the speed of light 


humour 








The key to the world's salvation lies deep їп а maze of caves, and only 





not every day that the most 
powerful magical forces of the 
land get together to produce a | 
child. And the parents of Skrull | 
are the dazzlingly beautiful Sun 
Woman (по page 3 jokes, 
please), the symbol of all that's 
good and pure, and the | 
Shadow Man (no Hank Marvin | 
jokes, please) — a rugged but 
cold, evil sorcerer. 

Magic must run in the family, 
because ifs only Skrull who | 









52/116 TGM TX 017:4-89 





begins to collapse in on itself, | 
its Ме and light dying, fading, 

And the key to the world's sal- 
vation lies somewhere in a 
maze of dark caves, full of sav 
аде, energy-draining creatures 
and traps which Skrull must 
slaughter and avoid — or dime 
a bloody death himself. 

You guide this hero through 
the flip-screen play area using 
mouse-controlled icons. Most 
action icons represent two com- 





‘Skrull can find it and beat off the forces of evil | 


mands, for the left and right 
mouse buttons: for instance, 
walk and run are available in 
left or right directions, sword 
thrust can be at either of two 
heights, and so on 

Objects can be used to acti 
vate portals and neutralise 
traps, though often well-timed 
leaps are equally useful for 
avoiding hazards. 


| 






The dual-action icon system 
is a blessing, giving great flexi 
bility without the need for an 





"= | 


“Deeper and more 
compelling than 
Barbarian" 
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Electric Dreams @ Amiga: £24.99 





SEGA long ago comered the 
market in arcade racing games 
following the juddering coin-op 
cabinet of Out Run with the tit 
ing and rocking of Hang-On. 

The fun on two wheels contin 
ued with the turbo boost of 
Super Hang-On, but computer 
conversions falled to capture the 


wasting crashes are more likely. 

The slightly compressed bike. 
and rider sprites of the ST have 
been exchanged on the Amiga 
for larger, more colourful ones 
which really look like those on 
the coin-op. And the back 
ve great detail, too. 























































The flavour of B-movie Saturday 4 
Serials lend graphic character, аз OTHER FORMATS 


an RKO mast lashes an 505 excitement of the real bike races 


Amiga and PC versions аге | | — until the 16-bit power of the 
ош now at £29.99 — but! | ST finally fired up the engine. 

| according to Cathy Campos | | Апа ай that bodes well for 
of Mitrorsoft (which handles | | Amiga owners. But better news 

=l Cinemaware on this brave | stil — anyone expecting an 


| isle) ST owners will have to | unchanged ST/Amiga conver 
wait to do the war-hero bit. | sion wil be even more pleasant 
"Му latest news from ће | уу surprised — for the progra 
disk only: £19.99 States, she says, is that its | | ming team of Sotware Studios 
From packaging to game- a couple of months away 
play, the whee thing is| yet.. they've had a lot of 
excellent. Disk access isn' problems reconciling the 
| | Чоо long, and disk змар- | NTSC ST with the PAL ST 
ping's kept to a minimum. t| [NTSC and PAL are the 
ай! allows plenty of brilliant | Атегісап and European TV- | 
flying scenes, action, well- || display standards). I've now | 
icripled storylines and во Shipped them out a PAL ST | 
many other touches that it p on the| 
makes this Cinemaware's right machine. The free | 
best ever release — it's a| World needs more women | 
must for C64 disk owners. like Cathy Campos! 























== = = e ÍPeé. 

| "Wildly infectious, it's a must for for C64 
disk owners" 

7 __--_-__=-___-___-_--| 





unwieldy joystick system or a | compelling — fans of the orig- 
cluttered screen — and it keeps | inal wil instantly warm to 
ап excitingly hectic air when | Skrull, and many newcomers 
you're in a tight spot. True, the | will find it absorbing 100. 
response is sometimes slow — 

or nonexistent — but this is 
more the exception than the 
rule. 

Theres a wider range of 
monsters and a larger playing 
area than in Barbarian, so the 
gameplay is deeper and more 





















have considered the Amiga's | Best of the conversions, and the 
superior capabilities and pro- | best 16-bit bike racing game around 
duced perhaps the best racing | 

coin-op conversion yet. | Perspective is well plotted 





| 











Before lowering your visor | and smoothly animated across 
prc aco thet reai | | 275 stating the race, choose | hils, around curves and down 
s gameplay really) | | any of the four tracks, which | straights, and everything moves 

OTHER FORMATS [makas Эли Works —| | | range from six stages (Africa) 10 | at a noche pace that convinces 

Ап Amiga version will fo | | though the graphics аге! | | 18 (Europe) — and select one of | you of the bikes simulated 

low in the next few weeks, || | good enough, with some| | four soundtracks to suit your | speed 

according to 16/32 Edition's | | creepy sprites like a glant| | mood | Тһе game's only weak point 

Dominique Nicoll, and | | spider, many of them томе | The tortuous twisting bends | is feeble sound: the four tunes 


‘maybe РС. But Місой, || | jerkily. Skrull himself із an | are negotiated by joystick or | are sedate, with simple voices 
Speaking from the firms | арейКе figure with а top-| | mouse control (with а dose of | and they're largely drowned out 
Paris HQ, bemoans the fact | | | knot, adequately animated | | luck or a lot of skill), but only on | by the irritated engine drone 
that 16/32 Edition still but dully coloured and the straights can you open up Super Hang-On offers pure, 
haven't found UK distribu- || fashioned. The Баск-! the throttle and accelerate the | simple fun and lots of playability, 
tors for all their product: grounds have many distin-| | | bike to an astonishing 280kmvh. | and while theres no great 
| зо though large firms such || guishing features, though | This is where the "Super ele- | depth, the speed of gameplay is 
газ Microdeal will put Skrull | | | they're slightly repetitive) | ment comes in: now engage the | nerve-tingling even without 
on the shelves, your best | | | — the only real letdown is | | | nitro-injector and boost the | nitro-injection — real edge-ol 
bet for other games may be | | the sound, with a few weak | bikes speed 10 a breathtaking | the-seat action. Its the best rac 
mail-order outfits like Club | samples for effects and 324km/h, leaving the opposition | ing game on the Amiga. 

|68000 (telephone 01 977-| | tedious, noisy looping | rawing along well behind. AMIGA: OVERALL 88% 
9596). loading music. Of course this speed makes д P 
x E control more difficult, so time- | ST TGMO!! 90% 
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REVIEWS 


Yawn-along-a-Tolkien 


Melbourne House 












of the Rings and 
received well. War 


mLord Sauron's ring of power, 
having соте into Bibo | 
Bagginss hands (The Hobbit) 
has now been passed on to his 
heir Frodo. You control all the | 
characters and armies allied to | 
the fellowship of the ring — | 
dwarves, hobbits, elves 

men. 

The game is controlled from 
three screens using a command | 
cursor to select desired options. 
А map displays Middle Earth, ts 
terrain types and positions of 
any allied units 

Lord of the Rings fans wil 
notice errors in the accompany: 
ing booklet — not only are some 
of the names spelt incorrectly 
but the story's wrong in places 
as well and there turns out to be 
very little for you to actually do. | 











elbourne House have been associated with 
Tolkien since their adaption of The Hobbit. Lord 


Shadows of Mordor were 
in Middle Earth is a some- 


thing of a departure in the series in that, unlike its prede- 
cessors it is essentially a wargame. 





The battles soon become | 
tedious as it's too easy to win 
even when faced with extremely 
unfavourable odds. 

War in Middle Earth is very 


9.99 disk: £14.99 


The battle screen features a few bugs — sometimes several | 


cass: £9.99 | 
disk: £14.99 | 
| Graphically the best ver: 
|sion, the characters are 
[more detailed and colour 


has been used effectively, 
but battles take an age. 





and | Middle Earth as seen below from TGM's space satellite on the Amstrad. 


СТЕ 


















WAR IN MIDDLE EARTH | 













Fastest of all the В-Ы! versions, 
Spectrum War in Middle Earth is still 
too long-winded to be exciting, and 
100 easy for the average RPG-er 








cass: £9.99 | 
disk: £1 | 
As the fastest of the 8-bit 
Conversions, the Бае | 
screens are the least 


tedious — they tend to be 
over quickly. The graphics 
are ly monochromatic | 
with a bit of colour splashed 
around on the campaign 
map. A reasonable 
implementation but lacking 
disappointing. Tolkien fans will 
find the lack of detail frustrating 
while wargamers will find this too 
straightforward to offer a lasting 
challenge 

| 
— иоле ча сые 


“Тоо easy to win to 
offer a lasting 





form a straight line with each member performing | challenge" 
LLL IIIS. pu сне Ж? O mnara 
| 
VERSION UPDATE proves a real pain. 





XENON 


Melbourne House 
Spectrum: £7.95 cass 


REMEMBER when Xenon 
came out on the ST? With a 
Score of 85% we reckoned it 
was the most challenging shoot- 
'em-up to date and a пеаг-рег- 
fect arcade conversion to boot. 
Now the Spectrum version has 
arrived and its's as well imple- 
mented as its predecessors, 
pushing the Speccy into terri 
lores hitherto the domain ol 
16-bit owners. 

The gameplay remains exact- 
ly the same as before, with the 
player controlling a spacecraft 
which can transform ino а 
hover-ship to take out ground- 
based aliens when required. 





| Over a horizontally scrolling, 


beautifully designed landscape, 
the objective is to destroy as 





many of the irksome Xenite 
craft and ground installations, 
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128K owners are in for a 
musical treat — you'll be hard 
shed 1o tell the difference 
Between it and that on the ST. 
But for everyone it's a remark- 
able conversion. Animation is 
smooth, the number of aliens 
awesome, the alien-blasting 
finger-breaking. 


OVERALL: 82% 


ST. TGM 005 85% | 
AMIGA: TGM 005 89% 
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Marble Madness gets modern 


INCREDIBLE 
SHRINKING SPHERE 


Electric Dreams 


most lookalikes 


the Sangfalmadore Run 

The Run is made up of eight 
levels, subdivided into our 
interconnected isometric 
mazes. A good enough sense 
of direction isn't enought, how 
‘ever, to find exits and lifts. The 
sphere is incredible not only 
because it can shrink, but also 
because it can expand and 
change its weight by touching 
special tiles. Small means you 
Can use narrow passageways 
light means you dont fal 
through cracked tiles, but at 
other times you need 10 be big 








| £24.99 
Four's Fleld have come up 
with a fustratingly addictive 
va the simple 
| maze game. The ball glid 

smoothly around the play- 
ing area although novices 
may find the inertia makes 
andling tricky. The sam- 














| | pled tune — a little rough — 
| [isn't as мей suited to the 
itis on the ST. 












SPECTRUM 


|, challenging, enjoy- 
able and well worth the ten 
quid, the only major prob- 
[lem ‘is the fact that after 
every lite the sphere goes 
back to the top of the first 
plate. The title tune hardly 
deserves the name but spot 
effects are adequate. 


It's been a while since a decent 
Marble Madness clone hit the 
streets, but Four s Field have gone 
several leaps ahead with this high- 
Ту addictive game — Amiga screen 
at the top, Spectrum on the right 


arble Madness proved to be a durable arcade 
idea which has spawned several clones in its 
time, and it's a tribute to the original concept that 


playable and addictive. The Incredible Shrinking Sphere 
from Four's Field rings the changes to produce an imagi- 
native ball-on-a-maze game for the Spectrum as you 
race in your sphere fighter on a training mission called 




































have been  invigoratingly 


and heavy to push 
around 

In the mazes hostile tiles can 
trap you, domes send you 
zooming off at high speed, and 
wathc out for assassin genera. 
fors — hostile drones which 
lake a life on contact — unless 
you have a shield (gained by 
touching the relevant tile) or 
shoot them firs 

Ammunition is limited, but 
you can get a refill by bumping 
Inte an ammo dump. The Run's 
toughest problem however, is 
the rapid decay of all the blank 
tiles. Contact with a decayed tile 
is deadly, so there's a time limit 
But dashing blindly about often 
causes the normally erratic ball 


objects 





Bouncy music and professional pro. 
gramming come together on the C64 







AYARI ST 





















to become quite uncontrollable. 
incredible Shrinking Sphere (в0% 

s a ташу complex game and 

one of immense playability. Skill pum £19.99 





and strategy are needed to ge 
through the levels and this com- 
bination gives it great lasting 
appeal. 





A slick version with very glossy presentation though some 
opponents look a little dull on the ST's limited colour screen, 
and ball movement doesn't quite match the Amiga's quality, 
1' nice to hear music that's original for once and not just a 
sample from the Amiga game. Multi-load is swift and doesn't 
distract from the game. 





AMSTRAD 


(өз. 


cass: £9.99, disk: £14.99 

Eye-straining background colour schemes aren't helped by 
monochrome sprites and juddery scrolling. Some graphics 
are lost in the mazes and the occasional sound effects are 














harsh, but some playability manages to show through the | cass £9.99 
faults. disk £14.99 
Anthony Lees's musical 


interludes, bouncy in-game 
FX and Four's Field's pro- 
fessional | programming 
touch all come together in 
what is by far the best 8-bit 
version, the all-round pre- 
sentation beats the 16-bit 
versions hands down too. 


















SS шуш — 
“А complex game 
> - of immense 
acara, PAUSED GEAN playability” 
и SCORE 5565826606 ж! 
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Lord love a duck 








Firebird 


D 






Only the two-player option gives 
it any buyabilty, because some 
people just can't get enough of 
each other's company. Like the 
dwarf and the duck, for instance 
— when this wimpy duo venture 
into the ominously-named Night 
House in search of the mysteri 
ously-named Calculations Room, 
they stick together, with the duck 
riding on his fat friend's head. 

But as the two make their way 








around, falling through holes to 
до down and disappearing 
through doors to go up (nothing 
as posh as ladders in this pro 
gram, guv), the duck can fly off 
{о search for parts of the 
Calculations Room's key. 
‘Anyhow, the basic idea is to 
collect all ten parts of the key, 
using a simple diagrammatic 
map, piece them together and go 
for a quick calculation. Given the 
dwarfs extraordinarily laid-back 
pace, the best strategy is to send 
the duck out looking for chests 
























tivity to 
gameplay. 


this 






DYNAMIC DUO 


espite Firebird's ambitious title, t 
ic about this reworking of the 
theme — it's the sort of game that gives 
bad name for indistinct graphics and jarring music. 

And it's also a disappointment from programmers Probe | 
Software, who did pretty well for the same software 
house with Savage (over 70% in TGMO14). 


which contain key parts, and| 
then bring the dwarf to collect | 


them — he's got t 
self useful sometim. 

‘Assorted flying 
and other cliches 
evi make 


position. 


Scoring 987 o 
index о! 


whie as a 
Calculations Room 


much to distinguish the three 


versions, but read 
less. 


È 


ij 





E 
i 
i 


frequent 
‘ances, but as their flight patterns 
are fairly predictable it's just a 
matter of shooting from the right 


Pointlessness, 
Dynamic Duo is about as worth- | 
key о 


Hi 
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i 
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1 
|| 


š i 
| 
ij 


Н 
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here's little dynam- 
old key-collecting 


8-bits a | 









to make him: 
e. 

skulls, eyes, | 
of pixelated 
appear 


п the TGM| 


те 
There's not 


оп nonethe: 


| 
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take more than one 
shot to kill. 
Special aliens hover 


New look space-invading Eighties style with 


ALAGA 88 
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Paris to Dakar on the PC Engine 


VICTORY RUN 


Hudson Soft 


ith the Sega Megadrive on the horizon (see TGM | 

Report), the PC Engine may be in for a tough 

time in the UK as the two consoles jockey for top 

slot. The Sega has the advantage of being the | 

offspring of the major coin-op producer of the same 

name. Sega's biggest title is surely Out Run, the massive 

racing game which the Engine can only hope to combat | 
with an equally playable clone. Can Victory Run deliver? 


The player must take his five: 
gear truck on a road run, and 
naturally enough, victory is the 
aim in the race. Curiously, 
though, for a game of Japanese 
origin, the race is a recreation 
of the Paris-Dakar rally. 

Unlike many games of its 
Wpe. its not just a case of 
going as fast as possible while 
avoiding crashes. Before begin 
ning the race the player has 20 
credits to spend on spare parts. 
These are divided up into five 


types: brakes, suspension, 
gears, engine and tyres. 

Each stage of the long and 
testing route is played against a 
time limit, Progress is hindered 
by bikes, sports cars, pick-up 
trucks and lorries on the same 
journey, as well as by the slopes, 
tums and roadside obstacles. 
Collision with any of these 
wastes precious time, and in this 
strange computer console world 
this is shown by the rapid onset 








The introductory scene where the fighler leaves a space 
| station, sets the standard for the whole which is 
colourful with well-shaded background features, lively 
Sprites, smooth scrolling and high-quality music and | 
effects. Many diverse aliens swarm smoothly and rapidly || 
| round the screen and combine brilliantly with the amusing 
| music of Galactic Dancing. Galaga 88 Із always playable, 
wonderfully challenging and has you frequently coming | 
back for more. It’s faithful to the coin-op in every respect | 
and is as good a conversion as R-Type. "МИН said. | 


ellent 
ТУ “Тһе addictiveness proves old ideas сап 
be the best" 


rom card £24.95 


The definition of the various 
vehicles is, surprisingly, 
quite sloppy. Your r 
truck is dully colour d 
quite — angular — whils 
amongst others the bikes 
are stupidly large. The track 
quite blocky but 
18 good and the 


they're 
approached is a little jerky 
d unfortunately is made 

worse at top speed, wi 
a ridicu. 


"Soon becomes 
boring and ceases 
to be an amusing 

challenge" 






































REVIEWS 


Street cleaning action from Irem 


VIGILANTE 


нет 







he tough streets of New York are about to get a lot 
rougher when The Vigilante finds out his girlfriend 
Madonna has been kidnapped by a gang of skin- 
heads. This guy's got it in for every member of the 
gang and even the thought of going up against them on 
their own turf won't put him off from rescuing his girl 
Love must truly be blind if it means getting your head 
kicked in. 

The first level begins with the 
Viglante taking a quiet strol 
down a sidewalk in the Big 
Apple. The kidnappers arent 
ones to skimp on protection and 


I EN 




































send bodybuilders, hoods and | 
other burly bad guys to rub out 
this minor nuisance, Vigilante 
isn't too original in his methods 
ot dispatching the opposition — 


Take to the skies as a fire-breathing reptile in 


DRAGON 
SPIRIT 


Namco 


ou, the great soldier Amul, are blessed with dragon 
spirit —the power to transform into a blue dragon at 
will. This handy power is in great demand at pre- 
sent as the fair princess Alicia has been kidnapped | 
by the horrific dragon Zawell. Being the unfriendly sort, 
Zawell won't give her back without a struggle and, with 
nine levels between you and her it ain't going to be easy. 
Once in the clouds you begin to cause a flap by shooting 
down pterodactyls, killer wasps and other members of 
Zawell's army. 
True to the coin-op, each of У 
Zawell's friends must be defeat- PC ENGINE 


ad at the end of each levei. The 65% 
frstlevel guardian is a relative || 
of the Loch Ness Monster who || 


breathes fire іп your general | | Ram Card: £29.95 | 


direction. Later levels take you 
Over volcanic regions, jungles | | Dragon Spirit looks good | 
and polar regions where many | featuring а well animated | 
a Dragon has fallen foul of and levels rich in 
Zawell's cohorts graphical and musical vari- 

ety. All in ай a well executed | 


The standard shoot-em-up 
fare is spiced up by the collec- | | Conversion of a not-so bril-| 
tion of eggs to increase the | [Want coin-op. | 
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| are fairly mild with only knile 








punching and kicking is the 
order of the day with a nuncha: 
ka or two thown in to deal with 
the real hard nuts. 

‘On the first level the attacks 


теп and pistol toting hitmen 
posing a Serious threat, the 
mass о! stranglers are easily 
dealt with if you сап get them 
before they latch onto you. If the 
Vigilante gets to the end of the 


rom car | 
Viglante is arcade perfect | 
with no noticeable differ- 
[ences to the coin-op. | 
Graphically excellent it is а 
significant improvement on | 
|Drunken Master, although 
| its long term appeal is dubi- | 
| ou: 





dragon's firepower, and energy 
levels to provide him with extra 
heads. However, even if you ve 
got the maximum of three 
heads and fireballs galore 
belching from your mouth, one 
hit is all it takes to knock off a 
head and take you down an 


first level he only has to take on 
a clubman and a Brian Blessed 
lookalike to reach the van 
holding Madonna captive. With 
new scenes come new enemies 
armed with chains, hell's angels 
needing a kick in the Harley 
Davidson's and yet tougher end 
of-level macho men 

Vigilante was one of the better 
arcade beat-'em-ups thanks 10 | 
its simplistic control system — a | 
feature which greatly enhanced 
gameplay. This has not been 
lost on the Engine conversion, 
making а good beat-'em-up with 
steadfast gameplay if a іше 
pricey. 





"Love must truly be | 
blind if it means | 
getting your head 
kicked in" 
ف‎ Cm 








energy unit. 

Dragon Spit wasnt the 
greatest of arcade machines to | 
Start with and this conversion 
fails to thrill. What saves the | 
day is the simple but addictive 
gameplay combined with an 
original scenario. 


БЕ LL 
“A well executed conversion of a not-so 
brilliant coin-op" 


“TOUCHDOWN... FOR THE ROUGHES 
- TOUGHEST | GAME FOR ANY.. _ 


7775 SE, % 94 H1 E. Awi [SE fi D, 
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the computer 
or a friend .. 


А 








COMPETITION 





OSLAY "EM 
on the 
ФРС ENGINE 





t's tiny, it's fierce, it's from Eastern lands and no, 
it's not a Gremlin - the PC Engine has officially 
arrived in Britain, thanks to Micromedia. And to 
celebrate the new Japanese invasion, Micromedia 
are offering a PC Engine plus three games to the 
winner of this console-ing comp! 
The PC Engine will work with any SCART display 
— such as the Amiga monitor — and ће three games 
are Victory Run (top-speed racing). Tale Of The 
Monster Path (fantastic arcade adventure), and Я-Туре (needs. 
no introduction . . . ). 

‘And the runner-up can capture the flavour of the Orient too, 
with an amazing sword — a Japanese Bokken, carved in natural 
wood and intended for warrior practice! (Exhaustive TGM tests 
have shown that the Bokken - pictured here - is also useful for 
getting things down from high shelves, playing ninja golf, and 
giving giraffes one in the eye.) 

АЙ you have to do is rate the top four features of the PC 
Engine from this list: 


esM 


yaphics 
2 Arcade-quality graphics 
3 Multichannel stereo sound 
4 Instant loading 
5 Multiplayer interaction 
Fast processing 
$ Ravanced micro circultry 
8 Compact design 
9 Built for the future 
40 Омон switch 
















Write the top four features in order (just using the numbers — eg 
86 7 2) and send your answers on a postcard or the back of a 
sealed envelope, along with your name and address (stupid), to: 
PURE MAYHEM WITH THE PC ENGINE COMP, TGM, PO 
Бок 10, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE SY8 1DB to arrive by April 


P ou STOPI - there's two more things to do. First, to pick the 
winners we also need you to complete a tiebreak: in not more. 
than eight words, say why you'd like to own a PC Engine. 

‘And finally, if you'd like to receive further info about the Engine, 
please write the word YES in the upper left-hand corner of your. 
postcard/envelope (the side with the answers on). 

Usual rules as printed on the contents page apply. 
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Save a Princess, 
| | save the planet, 
| save £3. 









Tis a noble offer 





Buy any two les for £7.95 each or more at 


of your fortune than usual 





s in all formats (from 






on Ist April 


Available at larger stores only, subj availability 


A better buy at GZ 


























No time for Robin Hogg to relax after the 
ATE! show. This month a mixed bag 
including a look at Metal Hawk, Rainbow 
Arts’ new coin-op label, and what to look 
for in second hand arcade machines. 
s ke степ | i 


It looks nice, but check out the cost before you think of putting on 
Ming room: 


Rainbow Arts 
(Preview) 










у Hawk is multi-way 
nt the Thunder Bl 


in-op 
tob 

nbow 
of the | 





d th 
32-bit 
ghz is 
th 16 
10,000 
amber 

















Using the Pluto 2 motherboard, 16-channel stereo sound and 200,000 colours 


mean The Dark Chamber looks a dream 
worth of colours and an VO 
expansion facility for hardware 
extras. 

The Dark Chamber looks superb 
and will no doubt have the game 





presentation and quality that 
Rainbow Arts are renowned for 
New creation talent unhindered by 





FROM MICRO TO 
MOTHERBOARD 


COIN-OP conversions ае 
commonplace in the computer 
games field. Conversions to the 
arcades however are less so and 
по ‘home generated’ game has | 

| 

| 








yet taken the coin-op scene by 
storm. Better known but mostly 

unsuccessful conversions include 

Exidy's reworking of Boulder | 
Dash, the il-fated Starglider, and 
Broderbund's Сһорійег More 
recently we've had Ocean with 
their involvement in Data East's 
RoboCop and Atari with one of the 
most unlikely but welcomingly | 
fresh conversions so far - the 





Andromeda Software puzzle 
game Tetris. 
The gap between software 





BUYING SECOND 
HAND COIN-OPS 


THEY may not be the most | 
‘common of Christmas or birthday 
presents but video coin-ops are 
much sought machines by the 
arcade crowd and veterans alike — 
so much so, in fact that 
Information Desk is regularly 
inundated with readers enquiring 
about them. 

Arcade machines fall into two 
distinct types — the dedicated 
games and videos. The former 
type of coin-op is just based 
around the one system and leaves | 
itle room for expansion. With this 
closed architecture comes a larger 
design than normal with the 
Cabinet using dedicated designs | 
and a designer price to match. | 

Examples of Dedicated 
machines Include Star Wars, 
Street Fighter, Super Sprint, Out 
Run, Afterburner and many more 
even larger systems. A system like 
Gauntlet isn't Included in this 


ARCADES 





Current trends is always good but 
whether the public wil take to the 
games in what is a crowded 
arcade scene is debatable, 
Rainbow Games certainly believe 
in the system and are working on 
the next game Monster Olympics 
to follow within a month 


companies ала 'oin-op. 
manufacturers is beginning to 
narrow as the cross-influence 





spreads. Nintendo are installing 
console games in ther 
Playchoice 10 and Arcadia are 
trying to bridge the gap with their 
revamped Super Select System. 
Arcade masters Sega are trying to | 
confuse us all with their Mega 
System. This rival to the | 
Playchoice 10 contains 
conversions of their existing coin: 
ops but uses the 16-bit Mega Drive 
console system as a technology 
base. If Nintendo haven't sewn up 
the market already then Sega are 
in with a chance. 








category as it is quite easy to 
convert it into Konami's The Main 
Event conversion (itle more than 
а change of PCB) 

Video games are a lot simpler to 
handle with their compatibility of 
design and mechanisms along 
with the presence of the JAMMA 
standard interface link. Through 
the JAMMA link a standard PCB 
connection is achieved in that 
most of the recent PCB software 
can directly connect into a 
universal cabinet and run almost 
immediately (Sega and Taito 
proving an exception with their 
‘own unique systems). 

Earlier PCB's were a mixture of 
standards and not all of them 
recognise the JAMMA standard. 
To counter this interface links can 
be bought bridging the non- 
compatible gap between JAMMA 
Standard within the universal 
cabinet and the PCB (generally 











| around?) 


anything before the era of Soldier 
of Light is a potential non JAMMA 
compatible PCB). The plethora of 
different standards as well means 
different links of — varying 
'onfiguration. 


BITS AND 
PIECES 


WHILE cheaper systems may 
have a sound cabinet the internal 
mechanisms, monitor display and 
inevitably joystick controls, may 
have taken a battering. Most 
traders recommend purchase of a 
complete system, because when 
you start buying bits И can get very 
complicated indeed (anyone with 
an electrical engineering degree 














This entails a universal cabinet 
complete with internal board and 
‘mechanics, monitor along with 
two joysticks and three 
independent fire buttons per stick 
After all why deprive yourself of the 
chance to have dual player fun 
with only one stick? The monitor 
must be able to move through 90" 
it you want to install vertically 
scrolling games. Most monitors 
are primarily horizontal, а lot of the 
newer systems incorporate both 
horizontal and vertical movement 
within one monitor. The standing 
up on end of the monitor is à 
relatively easy job providing you 
know where everything goes and 
now how to reinstall the cabinet 
and board around it afterwards. | 

On the electricity front the 
power drain is surprisingly little 
with reliable Svolt/12volt stepped 
down transformers keeping power 
down to safe levels. Most 
importantly, don't forget about the 
interface link for the older PCB's 
when you're considering installing 
older PCB's. 


HOW MUCH A 
Go? 


AS complete packages go, video 
game cabinets vary enormously 
compared with the high cost and 
inflexible offers available on 
dedicated systems. Below is listed 
а wide selection of prices for 
Complete systems. Don't expect 
to be able to buy a Scrambie 
Cabinet and then be able to buy 
something Ike a 
Ghouls 'п' Ghosts РСВ - brand 
new PCB's can cost anything from 


























£500 to £1000 and up depending 
оп the company behind it, the 
potential, game complexity, 
concept, technology level and a 
host of other factors (not to 
mention the trader's mark-up). 


MACHINE 
PRICES 


Out Run £1700 — £4600 (From Sit 
Up to Deluxe version) 

Thunder Blade £1800 - £3000 
(Covers all versions) 

Chase HQ £2500 

Sit Down Star Wars £475 








After Burner £3400 - £5000 
(Covers all versions). 

WEC Le Mans £1290 — £4000 
(From bottom end video to full 
blown total spin round tub/ 
hydraulics version) 

Operation Wolf £1500 

Joust £195 (Superb value for 


money considering you get a dual 

player cabinet and a free PCB) 
¿per Ranger £200 (As above) 

Rastan Saga (£300) 

‘Scramble £120 (Good va 

the cabin 

Side Arms £ 





ue if only 














Power Drift ©8000 
Double Dragon £645 
Indiana Jones £265 


ON THE MINUS 
SIDE... 


ALTHOUGH it is possible to get 
hold of most types of arcade 
machine, the amusement trade 
handling the machines is primarily 
for the trade only and remains 
aloof from the public that pays 
their wages (be it directly ог 
indirectly). On-going support for 
any private purchaser is rarely 
provided although repair services 
are available, 

M you're not put off by this check 
the classifieds in trade papers 
such as Coin Slot. Alternatively try 
Classifieds in “newspapers. 
electronic ог — entertainment 
magazines or have a word with 
your local arcade manager as to 
the source of his machines. 





COIN SLOT subscription detalls are 
available trom COIN SLOT, 2 Daltry Street, 
Oldham, Lancashire. 
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Units 37 Baileygate 
Industrial Estate 
Pontefract 

West Yorkshire 
КЕП 

Telex: 557994 RR DIST G 
Fax: (0977) 790243 


TIGER DEVELOPME} 
Tiger Developments. Units 3-7. 
Telex: 55 


This thrilling game will be available on ATARI ST (£19.99) IBM PC (£19.95), SPECTRUM 
263,99), SPECTRUM DISC (E14 9), AMSTRAD DISC (£14.98) and C64 
You can order direct by sending the order form along with a cheque oF 
(ENT. LTD to address below. All orders will be 


Industrial Estate. 
RR DIST G Fax: (0977) 


Г 


ГЫ тшш 7 
— $9), 
made payable to: 
day of release 


Yorkshire WFB 2N 


“it has 
happened” 
as a result of 
a sneak attack, Aliens 
have taken the Straits 
of Hormuz and have 
captured the essential 
Military bases and 

j naval 
shipping with 

the full 
intention of 
crippling the 
world's 
oil 





W supplies, In 

the face of thi 
Alien aggression the 
ability of the United 
States naval air force is in 
question. You must now 
take part in "Operation 
Hormuz” to show the 
strength and 
determination of the US 
Carrier forces to respond 
to land launched 











rocket 

attacks that 

are now wiping 

— — outinternational 4 
shipping 





"m 
This programme. 

and its packaging. 

are protected by National. 
and International copyright 
law. АЙ rights reserved. 
Again Again, and the Again 
Again logo are trademarks 
of Tiger developments (Ent.) 
Ltd. Made in UK. 

1989 Tiger developments 
[zt 











Operation Hormuz 


ORDER FORM Please fil 
ne & address deta slong 
With the game format you require 










TIPS 








ROBIN HOGG'S 
PLAYING TIPS 


E YOUR GUIDE TO BETTER GAMING E 
Ш OPERATION 


WOLF 


All formats 


Smash the commies, leave the 
Innocent unharmed - and increase 
your score with these tips. 


Level 1 
Don't shoot the nurses — the best 
way of avoiding this is never to aim 
your sight halfway down the left 
hand side, which is where the 
nurses appear. 

Use just three or four grenades 
on this level 


OP WOLF: 
SPECTRUM 
LIVES 
























1 the tips aren't enough to tree 
those hostages and increase your 
score, try this cheat routine for 
infinite tives and ammo. Type the 
program into your Spectrum, nun 
п, and then start the Operation 
Wolf tape as normal. 

Thanks to ' The Mystery Hacker’ 
lor all these tips and POKES - and 
Mame him/her И anything goes 
wrong when you press QWERT 
while playing, as the tipster 

guests! 





Level 2 
This level is really easy, a 'rest 
level’. So don't use any grenades 
— save them for level 3. 

Shoot the parachutists as soon 
as possible; also get the wildtowi 
and the break dancers. And watch 
out for the little boy who runs from 
left to right. 


Level 3 
You should still have а good sup 
ply of grenades - and you're going 
to need them. But it's best to save 
the grenades for helicopters, 

Don't shoot the giris (remember 
you can stop shooting). 

‘Good news: your damage level 
is restored to full fighting fitness 
when you complete this stage. 


Level 4 
The massive butch men with the 
big guns can only be shot in the 
head, so don't let your sight wan- 
der below their neck. But always 
shoot helicopters before humans. 
More good news: your ammo is 
restocked at the end of the level 


Level 5. 
The hostages are on this well- 





guarded level, and it's tough, so 
be careful. Don't shoot the dyna- 
mite when an escaping hostage is 
onscreen — it will kill him. 

But basically use your ammo, 
use your grenades, use everything 
— just watch out for those hos- 
tages, as they run right to left along 
the centre lane. 


Level 6 
The hostages again go from right 
to left. A lot of shooting is neces- 


sary. 
Butch теп, helicopters, 
tanks... the lot need blasting 


away. Just keep that gun going. 
And don't miss one 'P' bottle or 
grenade, because they're vital. 





E DRAGON 


Amiga 


Kevin Griffiths of Wolverhampton 
has been working his way through 
this multidisk game. Here are 
some of his findings to help in your 
quest 


m Disk 1 


The Bridge 
When Dirk falls through the bridge, 
до nothing till the tentacles start to 
move towards him. Then press the 
FIRE button once. As Dirk swings 
his sword, push up to climb back 
onto the bridge and escape. 


The Room with the Bottle. 
As Dirk walks towards the table 
with the bottle on it, the sign on the 
back wall starts to flash. As Dirk 
gets closer to the table, the door 





on the right flashes. When this 


'S LAIR 


happens push right to move onto 
the next screen. 


E Disk2 


The Bat Cave 
On this screen you start on either 
the right-hand or left-hand side, 
running down a fight of stairs. Just 
before Dirk reaches the gap, a stair 
‘on the opposite side will lash. As 
soon as this happens push either 
right or left (in the direction the 
stairs are running), 


The Room with the Tentacles 
Ав Dirk enters the room a tentacle 
attacks him from above. As it 
does, press FIRE once. When the 
weapons rack at the back of the 
Screen flashes, push up twice. Dirk 
will then jump forward. 

















TIPS 


There should be a door either on 
the left or right of the screen. As 
Dirk is in midjump, press the joys- 
tick twice in the direction of the 
door. 

As Dirk jumps towards the door 
push down twice. Dirk will start to 
jump backwards. Now press left 
twice. When Dirk starts to jump 
‘onto the stool, push up twice to 
finish the screen. 


WDisk3 


The Whirlpools 

The whirlpool will appear on either 
the left-hand or right-hand side of 
the screen - push the joystick 
once in the opposite direction to 
keep Dirk out of harm's way. 


The Rapids. 
Push the joystick once in the direc- 
tion that the river is flowing. When 
Dirk is level with the river, push up 
once to go down it. As soon as the 
screen changes, push up again to 
jump over the rapids. 


The Dragon 

At the start of this screen do 
nothing! Dirk will walk over to a 
table with bottles on it. When he 
picks one up, the dragon will grab 
him. The screen will now change — 
as soon as it does press FIRE once 
to cut off the dragon's head. 


E Disk 4 


The Square Room 
As soon as you see Dirk standing 
on the squares press right twice, 
then left twice, then up twice, then 
left twice, then right twice, then left 
twice, then right twice. 

The screen will change to reveal 
someone standing in front of Dirk. 
Now press FIRE once. 


R-TYPE 
ST 


M H Tang of London has got to 
grips with the ST's inteSTines to 
help R-Type cheats. Type in the 
listing, insert A-Type disk A, and 
then run this program. 

Lines 80 and 90 are optional: 80 
gives infinite lives, while 90 lets. 
you keep all collected weapons. 





20 ADOR = &H7FDQQ 
30 DEF SEG = 0: REM ONLY 
FOR OLD BASIC 
40 FORF = 01037 STEP2 
50 READ WS: POKE ADOR 
F, VAL Сан” 4 WS] 
60 NEXT 
85 a$ = “RTYPE DAT" 
70 BLOAD a$, 8850000. 
80 POKE &HSOFSE. 86025. 
90 POKE &HSOEDA, &H6000: POKE 
BHSOEDC, 8H82 
100 CALL ADOR 
110 DATA 42A7, 3F3C, 0020, 441 
AGFC, 2700 
120 DATA 418, 0400, 43F9, 0005, 
0000, 203¢ 
130 DATA 0000, 55ҒА, 2009, 51C8, 
FFFC, AEFB, 0408 
140 CHEAT = &H50000 
150 CALL CHEAT 











ШВАТ МАМ 


PART TWO: 
COMPLETE 
SOLUTION 


In TGMO15 we left you stranded at 
the beginning of the second part 
ot Ocean's Batman game, A Fete 
Worse Than Death. But never fear 
— here's Barry Monger to tell you. 
how to rescue Robin from the evil 
clutches of The Joker. 





The game starts in the park. Go left, hen 
down, then right and pick up the metal 
bar. Continue right and pick up the light 
bul. 

Now go eft, up, lft, up and collect the. 
Batarang. Go down, left, down, left 

When in the dark room use the light 
bulb. Then go to the lacked door and open. 
it with the metal bar. Drop the bar 

бо left and collect the torch. Now go 
down the ladder. The next screen is also. 
dark. so use the torch to make Ме easier 

Go down, left, up and take the carrot. 

Now go down, right. up and collect he. 
gas mask. Go right. as soon as you enter 
‘his room use the gas mask 

бо down, left, own and down the lad 
der. Proceed right til you find another 
ladder. Climb up, this then go up, collect 
the teeth and use them. 

бо down, right, up, up, eft, down the. 
ladder, left, up the ladder, down, left and 
collect fish 

Now go right, down, right and collect 
the bag of money. 

Go up, right, down, right, up, up the 
ladder. Gat the ears, use them, then drop 
them again. 

Go down the ladder, down, right. up. 
right, up, left, up the ladder, right. down. 
left, down and collect the pliers. To 


2 VIRUS 


S 


Neil Cousins of Acton has a handy 
hint for Firebird's blockbuster. 

Start the game and hold down 
ENTER оп the numeric keypad. 
Then press P and o. Play will con- 
tinue as normal, but pressing L at 
any time gives you an extra life and 
an additional missile, while pres- 
sing ғ replenishes your fuel. 





BAT TIPS 


а Only eat the food when you 
really need й. 

т Clowns drop toffee apples 
after being hit a couple of times. 
8 Low kicks will stop the rats 
biting you. 








defuse the bombs, stand next to them 
and use the pliers 

бо ир, right. up, left, down the ladder, 
defuse bomb, right down. left down. Pro. 
ceed left, defuse bomb, up, ей, down, 
left, up, up, defuse bomb, left, defuse 
bomb, lent, collect handouts, then go up. 

Now go right ti you come to a ladder. 
Go down this, right defuse bomb, right 
сит up the ladder, right, down, down, 
left up. 

imb down the ladder, left, defuse 
bomb, left cimb up the ladder, up 
defuse bomb, right, up, left, down, e 
defuse bomb. 

Up, deuse bomb, down, right, up, 
пум, down, left, down, climb down the 
ladder, right, climb up the ladder, right. 
up, up, left, climb down the ladder, left, 
limb up the ladder, down, down, right 
up, right, down, right 

Continue right ti you can go no further 
then go up, right, up, left, cimb up the 
ladder, right, down, let down, right. ир, 
left up. up and take camera. 

Use the camera and drop it, ей, down, 
down, right, Continue right W you see a 
sign saying "The Fun Fair 

Now go right, ир, up, left, stand by the 
fruit machine and use the money. pick up 
the ammo from the floor and go right 
down, down. Continue right ti you come 
to а screen that allows you to go up. 

Take the gun, down, right, up, take the 
coconut, down, right continue right ti 
you arrive at the shooting gallery. Use he. 
ammo and the gun. Collect the sungas 
ses. 





Go left, up, use the sunglasses, take 
the turkey. Go let, climb up the ladder 
thon go right You wil now see The Joker 
Keep hitting him t he runs off. | 

бо up, up, hit the Joker ШІ he ies, | 
lett, ift, ight the Joker again, right, 
down, let, down, left, take the elephant, 
climb down the ladder, right, up 

Collect тік, down, jf. down, left up. 
left, down Pick up the object, use t then 
drop it Go up, night, up, cimb up the 
ladder, up, collect knife, down, left. down 
continue ef tl you find The Jok 

‘Once again start iting him - but this 
"ime, instead of running away һе! fall to 
the ground. When he's down use the 
handcuffs. 

Take ће Joker card Irom ће floor and | 
оо right and then up. Continuo let tl you 
arrive in a room with a big Joker сага in 
IL Use the card you've picked up, and 
walk through the big card as f It were a 
жос 

Go left, collect the can, down, climb 
down the ladder. right, down, down, con 
tinue left М you fin а room which allows 
you to go down, go down and you should 
now find yourself at the roller coaster 

бо right, climb up the ladder, continue 
fight Wl you find another room with a 
ladder in It, climb up this. Go ift but 
remember to duck as the eagles y past 

If you continue left, you'l find me room | 6) 
where Robin is ied up. To free him and | = 
complete the game, use the kif. 

Right??? 








m WE WANT YOUR |> 


TIPS! 


ТОМ is always on the look-out for hints, tips, POKEs and — 
especially maps. Each month the best offering will earn £50 | in 
worth of software (your choice), 
essential fashion item - a TGM T-shirt. 

We want EXCLUSIVE tips on the LATEST games, so get 
cracking! Oh. and send them in to: Playing Tips, TGM, PO 
Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB. 





PS: Will Barry Monger please send us his address 


in handwriting (so's we 


collect this month's software prize? 





is well as this spring's 


can root out fakes) to 
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YOUR KEY TO REALLY 
MASTERING COMPUTER 
GAMES 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTION OFFER 





















This is the new 
“Starcursor Joystick 
System” and it's the most 
accurate and reliable 
stick you'll ever use. 


The stick is based 
on the Arcade 
joystick made by 
ICA Ltd. which is 
regarded as the best 
Arcade joystick in the 
world. It has 3 Arcade fire 


buttons fitted to it. ""mmmmmmmm 


PRICE INCLUDES DELIVERY IN U.K. 


Name 


The Starcursor is adjustable between 4-way or 8-way 
operation simply by sliding a switch. So you can 
have perfect control over any game. 

Address 


Joystick breakages and failures are far too common 
in other makes. We have made the Starcursor to 
such a high standard that we guarantee it for 3 
years! 





To order fill in the coupon and send with a I REQUIRE STARCURSORS AND ENCLOSE 
Postal Order or Cheque for £18.99 to: 
MICRO LEISURE LTD., 

16/32 BERKELEY STREET, 

GLASGOW G3 7DW, 

SCOTLAND. TELEPHONE: 041-221 8944 


и 
£ TO COVER THE COST. . 
PLEASE ALLOW 14 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. в 
m"ummmmummmmmmmmmmma 










MPS 1200P 


MPS 1500C COLOUR PRINTER AMIGA 1 a drive K 


A. TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
PRINTING TECHNIQI 

DRAFT MODE 

TABULATION SPEED 

PRINTING DIRECTION 

PRINT PITHES 

им ~ 

CHARACTI 

S PRINT UNE LENGTH 


nch 1-3, Basic, Extras and 








T. V. Modulator, Very 


10s DISK: DRIVE AMIGA A500 + 1084S 
: STEREO/ 


tra Disk ch 1 
V.M 


COLOUR MONITOR 


(including the 
Amiga 500 deal) 


MO atible with PC 
Amiga, Có4c, C128 








PLUS FREE DISK 
STORAGE BOX & 
10 BLANK DISKS 


nce ға A501 RAM 
v ese рок CUTE. PACK 


512К for the Amig 





























THIS TOPICAL GAMES 
COMPENDIUM OFFERS A TRUE 
SPORTING CHALLENGE 


AN EXCELLENT PACK PROVIDING 
HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALI. 
THE FAMILY 





Plus: POSTRONIX BONUS PACK OF £100 OF 
SOFTWARE 





PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK 
OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE 





A GREAT DOUBLE THEME PACK 
OFFERING THE BEST OF HOLLYWOOD, 
PLUS A COMPENDIUM OF T.V. GAME SHOWS 








Plac POSTRONTX BONUS PACK 
OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE 







SEIKOSHA 
A) 1780 RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR CBM ІХ PRINTER 





» US CONMODORE MOUSE 


0 TDI MODUE FOR CONNODORE GI 





SLIK STIK JOYSTICK 
CONTROLLER 


STARFIGHTER 
спя C 
Compete. Aun 3⁄0 


CHEETAH 125+ 








RAM DELTA DELUXE 
MICROSWITCH JOYSTICK 









COMPETITION PRO 5000 





TACS елт im 
NGER DELUXE 
страт CONTROLLER 
әдемі шегіне) С JOYSTICK 





Compaen. Amari oon 
TAC 2 CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 

ы MICRO HANDLER MULTI 
FUNCTION JOYSTICK 

















E == | 
s. шаш. | 
mE | grammaan | 
3 ڪڪ‎ aa 
VE BU alete] 
RI Pole new range of innovative (C64 OLD STYLE E 
880K c uter covers, made from СӨС NEW STYLE 
Бе dear plastic. Designed to NE. 
i, But computer perfectly ... not AMIGA. 
[safe from dust but also all ATARI 52057 
of accidental damage ATARI 1040ST a = 
= 





ISTOCKS OF SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES FOR ALL 16 BIT, BIT COMPUTERS- ALSO 
GAME CONSOLES - PRONE (0604) 791771 NOW WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 








OFFER APPLIES TO U.K. ONLY. OVERSEAS ORDERS CHARGED AT OVERSEAS RATE 







CBM 64/128 tape£12.99 4814.99 
a tape £12.99 +3 ask£17.99 
пе 12.99 1799 


U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way, Holford, Birmingham B6: 








| You scratch my genre. I'll scratch yours = that's the attitude 
of game and comic artists as they start to learn from each 


other 


| TGM finds out what they think- and 
A0 licence could appear so 





ration and ther 
games ‘cos it's the 
t thing to comics. 1 сате 
traight from college to Palace 
о says Joe Wake & 
зезд and graphic ar 
rently warkingon Complex tor P 
And Its clear that for him, at least 
jamas offer a perfect opportunity 10 
jecreate on computers the aimas: 
Pores and vivid imagery of today's 
omics' with al the movement, fex- 
bilty, and of course interaction that 
"пе printed page does not allow. 
Anyway, says Walker. ‘comics 
Jon't tend to be that flexibie anyway 
'as you have to work to a script 





eed iv: 























vere 1 can do as | please." And ne's 
y one ol many programmers living 
af. Marvelous world - W 

tance, Gary Liddon, who's jisi 
ied arcade adventure Тудећ 

tor Firebug. is one of the biggest 





fans in the business. 

There's much more to the com 
influence than licences. AS Walker 
says, 1 work з imo the 
game... | use comic-sort of sym 
bolism in the loading screens and sc 
on. We were hoping to ge! a comic ir 
the box. Anything to do with comics. 



























discovers why a new 











ally willing to get int 
Its surely по 
nd comics so ofte 
as: sordid cybe'r 


whelming odd: 
And probably 
influer D 





writers has bec 
ing enormous sai 




















(Walker. ‘I used to like 2000AD but | 
don'tlikeitso much now... It's gone 
downhill, Alot of the good artists have 
gone to America. 

At ОАР might have held 
he tili the new ge 
eration novels like Frank 
Milers 6 The Dark Ki 
Returns most famous, Alan 
Moore's e us project Watch 
теп am und 1986. 

It's because of those that you have 
to put quote marks around the word 
‘comic’ now: often deeply pessimist 
and, particularly in the case of Watch 


ТОМ TX 017:4-8971/ 







| ER) 


[GAMES| 





men, more subtle than most 
novels, they're anything but 
le comedy 


One-way street? 

But the computer game has been 
around longe than the graphic novel. 
50 why hasn't the influence gone the 
other way — trom the small screen to 











novel iron Man, 
һауе been produced using com 
puters, (There's also now a comic-art 








package for the Amiga. Gold Disk's 
Сотісбейег (TGMO14) but 
detailed colour work of modem 
graphic novels might as well be 





@uced on a conventional ай package 
3 the text added later.) 

andau, Managing Director of 

Titan B which published both 

| Watchmen and Batman: The Dark 

Knight Returns, has an answer. й 











Joe Walker's Complex, a 
xrmic-nspired fick-screen. 
arcade adventure featuring an 
Enforcer’ policeman of he 

Aure, will appear from Palace | 
| Software on ST and Amiga. 

The game, into which 
Walker is cramming as many 

| different screens as possible 
позиву is comearist | 

|| urges. is stilin its early stages 

butrelea 
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would suspect that tnerearenotmany 
Computer games that сап be taken 
into other media,’ he says. "I think t S 
got to be the computer artist working 
бот the comics. тау well go the 
other way, but | cont think (fs 
developed enough yet 

Speaking of Signals, a Channel 4 
serios whch looked at games and 











comics for one episode in the New 
Year, he observes: | appreciated the 
section, | appreciated the 





influences have b 

And as for computer technology 
infitrating the word of airbrush anc 
hand-drawn lettenng, he scoffs - 

an t see it ever really taking off. 

‘Comics are such а sort of persona 
vision. It really depends on the state ot 
tiie technology - at the m 
expensive. Anyway 
would then be a personal vision 
Ватађу Page 
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licence of the classic Charles Schulz strip Peanuts (ST screen 


One sign of the comics boom is. 
the growth of Nick Landau's 
Forbidden Planet specialist 
chain - starting from a single 
London site, it now also has 
shops in Glasgow, Dublin 
Brighton, Miton Keynes and 
Cambridge And there's 
Timeslips іп Newcastie 

To keep up to date with the 
пен genre, try FEAR, TGM's 
sister magazine devoted to sci- 
'ence fiction, horror, tan 
тау... and of course comics. 
| t's published every two 

months 


k2 2..8 

















Most ot te comic-book characters have 
пон been vanslated ito games," SAYS 
Nick Landau ol Titan Books. That maybe 
an exaggeration but JL certainly seems 

1 in те ast four years nearly everyone 
"rom Rupert Bear o 200040 s Strontium 
Dog has appeared оп а computer neat 
ум. 

Anong ets ist ere Te MUKIN 
venture Iteration. 1964) an 

Man ana BINA ое a yat 
recenty. we've had a second Batman 
"rom Ocean (rviewed ñ TGMO15), and 
row Scek/The Edge i putu Peanuts 
onscreen 

Predictably 
been popular 
convene 
Rogue Trooper 








20004D characters nave 
ce subjects - а/ө фу 
strontium Dog, Nemesis 
dgel redd and Slaine | 


Judge Death returns 
But whatever happened to Judge Death 
and Halo Jones? Belore book publishers 












Macmillan abandoned their software a'm 
Piranha last year, they'd acquires me 
"cences to both and set programmers to 


work 

Hungarian team Hotbyte were wel 
into the Judge, Mike Lewis had a tile bit 
Jones on display at 
з PCW Show and Pirania were 
in ning a game of the Асе Trucking, 
in 200040. 

The man who's dealing wah Pranha s 
unfinished business ~ Roger Woodham. 
Managing Director of Macmillan Informa- 
ton Systems ~ would only tell TGM that 
‘they've been sold in bits and pieces to 
various people’. (Asked whether Macmil- 
lan would ever return to games software, 
ће gave an emphatic ‘absolutly not - 
perhaps a case ot Piranha biting off more. 
than t could chew? 

But TGM has also learned tha Alem 
лме Software, who own the budget rere- 
lease nights to э! me games Piranha act- 
ually produced, are negotiating for the 
Malo Jones licence - presumably for their 
recent leunche: tui- price Again Again 
label. So watch this space. 




















Victory Run 


IN AN IDEAL 
fee. detailed and smoot. WORLD THE GAMES 


H load and. 
Computer nd CONSOLE WOULD Sec мешіт for дікі 


Vile Gans OFFER YOU or tapes) 


pue eMe * Multi-player int 
Пуми" Unsurpassed software < Tha бави unin 
те hanbeare lve ever ексейепсе of any games machine іп 
Geo Minter, ° Arcadesperfect graphics te-of-the-art micro circuitry existence, 
The Nature of the Beast + Multi-channel stereophonic * The most compact design in the world 
The РС Engine is no fantasy’ sound. * Unparalleled expandability — designed with the future in mind 


‘Vite Comes WELCOME TO THE IDEAL WORLD! 


Lo sk os for чө тотем bra 


crees mme |І МЕГА 


TEL:0584 7560: 














TA 
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Li ing and 





HELLO! 2 


ST BE GOIN 


mes is such good fun, 


so many software stars cleared off? 


investigates. 


and computer manuals, you've 
troubleshooter for tiny little 

Philips and IBM. Did you ev 

any money out of computers? 

Ni ! slipped out of Great. 
tain up to my ears in debt, 
that h | made out of com- 


put 
Mol you slip away to? 
Nigel Holland at first, and now I'm 
holed up In Germany. No more games 
software. For the first time ever | can 
save a bit of money toward my master. 
plan! 
Mel Does plan involve 
comput 
Nigel Not Nel, er, nelly 
Mel. Do what I've always 
wanted to do tor a wing, and what m 
going to 
Mel Arrested? 

ligel Possibly. Since | was a child ме 
only ever wanted to be one thing. 
Computing was a rather lengthy ten- 
year sidetrack. 
Mel So, what are you going to be? 


‘computer screens. It was nice while it 
lasted, but chasing litte blobs around 
а screen and pretending to kill them! 

a 





Magic Circle, I'm a st, and I'm 
almost a black н 
Mel | hear you some 
waiting for a лег 


magazine 
Nigel | had to let them down. My 
masterplan involves me working over 
70 hours a week: that means exhaus- 
tion! 
Mel is it true you're involved with 
black magic? 
Nigel You know rm not. am a white 
follower of the Old Relig- 
T once 
iure 
up in 


Mel In the interests of 4 
Vought to talk to a nonpagan next 


Mel So why did you quit? 

Dave God told me to. | am a crusader 
tor Christ, and whereas | used to mar- 
ket software I'm marketing an 
evangeli now. 

Mel Ho» been chattir 
to God? 

Dave I've "tian since | 
nine years oid, ìs the first 
God has said pull out of 
secular occupation, and come into my 
work full-time". 

Mel So you must have felt one hell of 
a conflict over some of the 
things iere promoting in soft- 









TU 


ware! about gore-sp 
knives through eye sockets? 

Dave Be assured, | prayed very har 
before | started the PR company, and 
my first project was Domark's Friday 
The 131^. And sat down and said to 
God ‘what on earth am | doing h 
what's going on?" 

Mel What was God's answer, Dave’ 














didn'tcut it. 

Mel To coin a phrase 

Dave It could have been worse, Mel. | 
pulled back a lot of even more over 
the-top aspects of Friday The 13th. tt 
‘could have been wors. other 
conflits since. 

Mel | know you have. lings 
about astrology progr» ат 


isee astrology ав a pagan thing, 

very evil thing, not harmless or 

all, You know your Bible bet- 

most people do, Mel, and the 

says quite specifically that 
is evil. I've been offer: 


‚ and I've said "look, | fi 
И product incredibly 


evil than what you call pagan things. 
How do you justify your part in that 
Dave ! hate violence in computer 
games. When we were both judging 
those entries in the CRASH сот 
tion | think we agreed that 
violence was pathetic. 
Mel your son play 
s 
got a Sega system, we 
le don't have any computer 
involve shooting, there's 
tachment. In fact he's never 
had a gun as a toy, ever, 
Mel is there such a thing as Christian 
software? 
Dave There was one. 
у called Peninsula. 
moved to Australi 
Did you ans 
the violent software 
with? 
Dave | now feel that | have something 
to say 'sorry' to God Heol that 








~ => 











Mel Your Christmas card said 
you'd quit software to take up fr 


‘really haven't 
| had time to plan out my future yet. 
Mel So you wanted to quit, but you've 
some addicted? 
‘Aro we talking about smoking or 
software? | just felt | had to. 
wings a bit. | 
roalise I've 


Mel So what are you: 
jou grow up? 
You've noticed that | don't think 
jrown-up yet 
‘Ideally, what do you want to 


just like you, | expect 
ter. See you by the pool under 
palm tree on the left. 


Mel Why did you quit software? 
come out right, or 


already down the toilet. Everything 
was going in circles, it ай went back to 
shoot-'em-ups. A complete waste of 
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"Гуе quit software, 
but it won't leave 
me alone. It's 

hanging round 


Mel Did you ever make any money out 
of the computer business? 


lan Nah! 
you 
out of 
than 
salary. But that 
get shat on 


‘Mel Who shat on you? 
lan Everyone armed with an arsehole. 
Remember that company car? | paid 
deposit, they said they'd take care 
ire-purchase, itwas 


completely familiar with your career, 
‘can you give me a brief synopsis? 
Phillipa Well, | suppose it all started 


Phillipa Right. | decided to launch 
KRAP after | wrote Bambo. 
That wes the one about the iler 


Yes. Got loads of coverage in 
the Sundays with that опе. Then | 
moved into licensing deals, and got 


celebrity 
Mel Crippen, Khomeini, 
Phillipa Marcos, right Li 
over 250,000 units per tt ime. 
And that was just for the 32. 
Mel So why did you quit software? 
Phillipa Look Mel, I'm a millonaress 
times over, I've done it all and 
joyed every moment of it. It's time 
аке way for someone y 
them have a crack at 


ng. 
Mel How old are you, Philipa? 
Phillipa I'll be 17 next birthday. 
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AIRBORN 










You are a member of the elite corps selected for your 
courage, ingenuity and special skills to go on the most 
dangerous missions. Parachute behind enemy lines armed 
only with a machine gun and hand grenades. 

Airborne Ranger is a fast-paced action-simulation that 
challenges your strategic skills and reflexes. Control one 
soldiers battle against overwhelming odds. You can гип, 
walk or crawl across fullscroliing 3-0 terrain using trees, 
bushes and ravines to avoid the enemy or set up an 
ambush. 






Whether rescuing hostages from a terrorist prison or 
infiltrating the headquarters of an enemy unit, every 
mission takes careful planning and pinpoint execution. 
First drop caches of weapons and first aid supplies, 
Outmanoeuvre the enemy, then locate the pickup zone in 
order to reach safety. Airbome Ranger is an exciting 
combination of action, danger and suspense 

Now available for your Atari ST at £24.95 and Amstrad at 
£1495 cassette, £19.95 disk. Also available for Commodore 
64 £1495 cassette, 41995 disk, Spectrum £995 and 
Spectrum + 3 £14.95, IBM £24.95, Amiga £24.95. 


SIMULATION © SOFTWARE 


UNIT 1, HAMPTON ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TETBURY, GLOS. 














TWILIGHT 2000 


Roleplaying boxed set 


Games Designers Workshop, £12.95 


leven years into the future the Earth is deep in the grip 
lof a catastrophic global war. For five years, nuclear, 
biological and chemical weapons have ravaged the 
planet. With the famine and disease that followed the 
battle, more than half the world's population are dead and 


billions are sick or starving. 
As the war advanced, the destruc- 
tion of industry and of transport 
and communications systems 
brought about the total collapse of 
civilian government. Only the van- 
ous conflicting armies maintained 
any real cohesion, and even the 
military command structure 
became increasingly fragmented 
as vital equipment broke down 
and supplies become exhausted 
with no possibilty of replacement. 

Players in Twilight 2000 must 
tace this bleak reality as they take 
the role of soldiers in one of these 
‘shattered armies, scavenging for 
food and fuel, and struggling for 
day-to-day survival across the 
radiation-shrouded wastelands 
that are the battlefields of Europe. 

Twiight2000 is — unusual 
amongst role-playing games for 
the sombre nature of its subject 
matter. Most RPGs offer an 
optimistic, escapist setting for 
players to explore, and even those 
with a downbeat siant tend to have 
some positive element. Paranoia's 
dark future, for instance, is used 
as the basis ot a hilariously ironical 
дате, and even horror games 
Such as Сай of Cthulu tend to be 
set in a fictionalised past that ds- 
tances players from the awtu 
events _ included. But in 
Twilight 2000 West End Games 
have produced something quite 
different — а near-future game that 
gives players е chance to forget 
how close to home its horrors are 
taking place. The setting is no 
alternative reality but a devastat- 
ingly plausible future, providing a 
uniquely — thought-provoking, 
atmosphere. The rules of 
Twilight 2000 bear a number of 
similarities to its more recent 
stablemate Traveler 2300, and 
are presented in a similar style. 
The material is split between two 
card-covered rulebooks, one for 
players and one for referees, with 
miscellaneous extra goodies in the 
shape of various forms and record 
sheets, an equipment list, a short 
introductory adventure booklet 
anda colour campaign map of the 
war zone in Poland, 

The character generation pro- 
cedure retlects the military setting 
іп which the players find them- 
selves. As well as determining 
standard characteristics such as 
intelligence and strength, players 
also roll dice to find out the cool- 
ness under fre, military experi- 


ence and rank of the character 
they will play. А more sinister 
characteristic roll is for Rads - this 
determines the cumulative level of 
radiation exposure a character has 
suffered. rising through further 
exposure in contaminated areas. 
Опсе these basic characteris. 
tics have been chosen, players 
purchase skills and abilities for 
their new character using а points 
system. Skills that may be 
selected include ability to pilot 
various types of aircraft, foraging 
(to lind food in the wild), engineer 


Death, doom, catastrophe and it's only 11 years away - the future world according to Twilight 2000 


ing and so on - all the skills needed 
to survive in a hostile environment. 
The combat options that may be 
chosen range from use of nuclear 
warheads to long bows — an illust- 
ration of the contrasts five years of 
destruction has brought about! 
The remainder of the players 
manual provides background 
detail about the problems of day. 
10-day survival in the game world 
(including rules for catching fish 





with grenades and distilling 
alcohol to fuel petroi-starved veh- 





icles) and introduces the basics of 
the skill and combat systems. 

The Twilight 2000 skill system is 
simple but adequate. Each time a 
player character wishes to attempt 
something challenging, е 
referee rates the desired action as 
а Task. Each task has a rating - 
Easy, Average or Difficult - and a 
particular skill or attribute which is 
important to performance of that 
task. The combination of the two 
gives a number which represents. 
the dice score needed for suc- 
cess. Thus an attempt to (ix a 
minor breakdown would be an 
Easy task based on the Mechanic 
skill, and a player would have to 
score twice that skill level or less 
to repair the vehicle. The combat 
system is similarly straightfor- 
ward, providing fast moving play 
with по need to refer to charts or 
tables. and yet able to incorporate. 
all the features of modern skirmish 
warfare - antitank missiles, 
mines, vehicles of a whole range 
ol types, chemical weapons and 





The referee's manual also 
includes an Encounters section, 
with suggestions on how to handle 
the variety of often-deadly situa- 
tions that characters may come 
across in their adventures, such as 
military convoys, refugees. 
ambushes and the craters left by 
tactical nuclear missiles. Rules are 
also given for various other nasties 
for referees to inflict on hapless 
layers, such as typhoid, cholera 
and bubonic plague, together with 
details of how these diseases are 





contracted, the symptoms and 
possible treatment, 





























The manual concludes with 
further background material in the 
form of a historical outline of the 
five years of war. plus some details 
‘of war-ravaged Poland and the 
surviving armed forces that inhabit 
it. Poland is the setting for intro- 
ductory adventure _ booklet, 
Escape trom Kalisz, which gives 
both players and referee the 
chance to gain familiarity with the 
rules and backgroud as they try to 
make their way to salety after a 
disastrous battle in which the US. 
5th Division was virtually wiped 
out 

On the whole Twilight 2000 is 
simply but effectively presented 
Neither the rules nor the back- 
ground material are particularly 
extensive, but they are quite 
adequate for a referee who 
doesn't mind using his or her 
imagination to expand on the 
details of the game as required. 
The bleak atmosphere of the 
imagined future is kept up well 


and considerably enhanced by а 
number of black-and-white 
Sketches scattered throughout the. 
rules. The downbeat, devastated 
world of Twilight 2000 certainly 
won't appeal to all roleplayers but 
its unique and stimulating setting 
provide a very different challenge 
io the imagination than that 
Offered by other, more light- 
hearted games. Not a game to 
return to week after week maybe. 
but for a complete change of style 
it's well worth a play. 
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“I'm proud to say 
that FOOTBALL 
MANAGER 2 has 
been in the Gallup 
charts for 35 
weeks.” 














CBM 64128 
£7.99 - &9.994 
AMSTRAD CPC 
£7.99: - 29.994 


AMIGA £12.994- IBMPC£12.994 
ATARIST £ 12.994 - SPECTRUM 48/128K £7.99t 
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i CREATURE 
EATURE 


was а dark and stormy night. Doctor Totleben 
switched on the machine а d, half in awe and 
half in revulsion, atthe monstrous thing he had created. 
Then he decided to send it in to TGM's Autumn Com- | 
t joined the pixelated | 















M Evil is another of Sharon Long's award-winning pieces. It recelved a third 
placing in the art show, along with Mosaic (which appeared іп TGM013). 











graphic design - and he certainly 
Seems to be going the correct way 
about it. Wormhead was drawn on the 
ST using Degas Elite. It started out as | 
а conventional portrait, but developed 
into a striking fantasy picture through 
experimentation with Degas's block 
functions. 





This raven picture is one of many 
available on Amiga public-domain 

| disks trom Seventeen Bit Software. 
1 costs £3 to join the club, and that 
Includes the latest edition of their 

| disk-based magazine; any disks you 

| may buy later retail at 2 5 each. For 

| a full ist of programs, utilities and 








demos contact Seventeen Bit 

















COMPETITION 


BOX CLEVER 
WITH LINEL 


BECOME The Champ... 
WIN the trophy... 
IGUZZLE 105 of chocolate! 





‘u've heard of retired boxers going 
o pot, but this is ridiculous — Linel 
are offering a 12-inch-high trophy to 
the winner of their competition. And 
that person becomes The Champ in 
more ways than one, because Linel 
are also throwing in a copy of the 
Amiga boxing game (previewed in 
TGM016) plus ten pounds of Swiss 

chocolate. 

For ten runners-up there are copies of the game and a pound 
of chocolate each. And don't desp u're an ST-owner ~ in 
that case, Linel will happily substitute the latest Herbie 
game, Dugger (also in TGM016). 

There are two ways to win: 

1 You travel to Las Vegas, keep on holding Mike Tyson round 
the neck, lose gracefully, apologise to the Great British Public on 
the BBC, and win £2 million. Then you сал аМога all the chocolate 
you want, even after private-hospital fees 

2 The second method, which we recommend to less experi 
enced boxers, is to answer the four questions below 


1 Which of the following is nota class of boxer? a) light-fly 
b) feather, c) middie-welter. 


In which round did Frank Bruno finally lose in his famous 
February 1989 fight with Mike Tyson? 





What does IBF stand for? 


Which of the following European champions is as Swis: 
as Linel? a) Blanchard, b) Curcetti, c) Jacobsen, d) none 


ind your answers on the back of a postcard or a sealed 
envelope to LINEL IN THE RED CORNER COMP, TGM, PO 
BOX 10, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE SY8 1DB to arrive by April 
20. Usual rules as printed on the contents page apply 

And don't forget to tell your friends that The Champ is available 
now from all good computer stores or from The Sales Curve 
Linel's UK agent (22 (01) 585-3308). Whoever said blatant hype 


was dead? 
YW 5 У 
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520ST-FM SUPER PACK 











ST COMPUTERS 


The range of Atan ST computer ors волта млд tor ovoryons From ma games etin 
WIS warts the chalenge ol te very bets arcade con, p Tw пиона who man o 
| ‘mate franca recat or ыла presentations. The ST зле igh quay graphics, 

Shad wed Te gees. wat rad as, e Vend ane ws cn 
S ers пиво Koc government жими, and & arway of dile punases 
Боба for me range vistas V cover applicators as Greta ва ENTERTAINMENT 
ACCOUNTS ‘ART. COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN. DATABASES. 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING EDUCATION, MUSIC. PROGRAMMING. SPREADSHEETS. WORD 
PROCESSING and more For а ful at of te software везана wa wel эз etal c Ps SY 
ede corvum and etum the soupon feo == 


| HEEE : 520ST-FM EXPLORER PACK 


WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE 














With 5М124 mono monitor. £498 25 With SC1224 colour monitor. £698 25 
































2Mb & 4Mb MEGA ST 





Tucan Sly ae rot sone ж 





«mono monitor= £998 | «mono monitor = 1298 
ir monitor -£1198 | «colour monitor 13406 


eStream £149». 



















WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS 
ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY 





To: Silica Shop Lid, Dept CRASH O4891-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAY 4DX 


PLEASE SEND FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST 


мемелме initials. Symame 






















UP (а Mail Order 01-309 1111 
БПС (Ма Read, Sidcup. Kent DAR AB) 

OPEN МО ЕГ ba RE LATE RINT. ERICH ыл e 
LONDON 01-580 4000 
Se Tottenham Court Road. London, WIP OBA 

деді. OR AT a San C Soen ^ CATE MOMP моме RUE 
LONDON 01-829 1234 ext 3014 Б 
етир» (ізі floor). Oxford Street London WIA TAB 
OP EH MOEN? Bart Um LATE RIGHT, THORSEN ДАР Som 
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Transported back 
in time and space to an unknown era . . 

You must stop the evil curse that has descended on the once beautiful lands of Tuvania. 
Together with your trusty dragon Garvan, you are Tuvanias only hope. 


* Smooth 8-way scrolling playfield * Search for hidden objects and avoid traps 
ж Interactive background ж 5 different levels of fast and furious action 


weird and wonderful characters will 
help and hinder your progress against the curse of Kaos. 


FIRE BREATHING FUN FOR YOUR ST AND AMIGA* 
ONLY £19.95 
Available from all good stockists or direct from 


SOFT WATE 
HORIZONS LTD 


S OAKLEIGH MEWS, LONDON N20 SGH 
TELEPHONE: O1-34B-4577 





Please check availabilty of versions 





We ask the questions 


You win the prizes goi ing xcs apron helt into TGM READER 


SURVEY, PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire- and write your name 
p make e world an even beter place to live in by answering and address on the back of the envelope (not on the questionnaire 
this year's ТОМ reader survey — and you could win one of 30 — itself). 
prizes into the bargain! You'd be well-advised to get it in by May 1. because that's when 
We need your help to keep improving ТОМ: we need to ki те going to pes. each of which will win а ТОМ 
what you like and what you don't. So just go through the que id be a binder, a calendar, a T-shirt, or anything. 








1) HOW OLD ARE ОЮ), Amstrad PCW Bt Hard disk EE 
BBC H Graphics tablet/light pen 
2) ARE YOU (tick опе) MSX [ 
Male E] Female E] Sinclair ot Т Mouse 
Atari XL 1 MiDlinterface | 
3) ARE YOU (tick one or лол chimedes n Music keyboard Б 





at school L с Othbermüsic equipment 


at college a d [n 








higher education (university. poly other (please вице 
e) E 12) WHICH APPLICATIONS 
4) ARE YOU (tick one or nome) for office ue onl (Т SOFTWARE 0 Jou own, and which do 
you intendo buy in the next year 
| working part-time E 9) WHICH GAME CONSOLE(S) do 
working full-time ізі you own. andwhichdoyouintendtobuy Ом Intend ı buy 


unemployed Ë during 





пе next yen 
Ward processor 


5) IF YOU ARE EMPLOYED, what is nd ıo buy Ап йу 





TT 
















your occupation? Music H 
Nintendo 8-bit Programming im 

У Sega 8-bit E от | 

KK | Database | 
for offite ше only: C) Nintendo 16-bit Game-creationkit P] 
Sega Megadrive ] Financial H 


6) IF YOU ARE NOT EMPLOYED, Копіх Multi-System| 
wWhatis your intended career? Atari VCS | 





Integrated package 





13) WHAT IS YOUR WEEKLY 
10) WHAT INFLUENCES YOU MOST INCOME after tax? (T T T 
WO when you buy software? (tick one) 








for office use с 





14) WHICH WAS THE FIRST ISSUE 
OF TGM youbought? (Pl 





7) HOW MANY GAMES do yOu buyon — Review 


ase give the issue 




















average per month? (tick one box in Preview О mutiber= eg this is Issue 17.) CÎ 
umn) Advert H 
Friend's recommendation [4 15) HOW MANY TIMES have you 
Full-price Budget Arcade conversion [3 — boüghrTGM, altogether? ГТ 
| Film/TV tie-in H 
1 H g Reputation of “аге house ] 16) WHAT OTHER COMPUTER 
|2 із z| Reputation ofauthor d MAGAZINES do you buy? (tick 
ps Н H Price Н = gularly, Otcasionally or Never аз 
$49. kj É Packaging Or display in shop appropriate for each magazine) 
nes Ë 
11) WHICH OF THESE Regularly Occasionally Never 
в) WHICH COMPUTER(S) do youown: | PERIPHERALS do you own, and which 
at present, and which do you intend to Jo you intend to buy in the next year? ACE g 
buy during the next year? C+VG H 
Own Intendiobuy Тһебпе H 
Own j Intend to buy ST Amiga Format 5 
Disk drive ST Action E 
Atari ST Laser disk ST World 1 
Amiga Printer Atari ST User 
PC-compatible Monitor Page6 
Spectrum Modem Amiga User Int'l | 
€16/64/128 Joystick Your Amiga | 





Amstrad CPC Memory expansion Amiga World 
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YOU 





Ami Computing |5) 
PCPlus 

са 

Сотітодоге User 
Сопта'те Disk User 
ZZAP! 

CRASH 

Sinclair User 

Your Sinclair 
Amstrad Action 
Pop Comp Wkly 





New Comp Express 
Computer Shopper 
Micro Comp Mart 
Personal Comp Weld} 


EBISTSCEETTISBEECILITÀ 





17) NAME YOUR FAVOURITE 
magazine or newspaper not about 
computers 





O ice use only Г] 


18) WHAT KIND OF GAMES do you 
like most? (tick ax many as negfiary) 


Adventures. 
Arcade adventures 
Shoot-'em-ups 
Simulations. 

RPG 

Strategy 


19) WHATDO YOU THINK OF TGM? 
(tick one box for each item) 


Excellent Good OK Rubbish 


News 
Previews 
Reviews 
Adventure 
Tantasy/RPG 
Соіп-орз 
Playing tips 
Charts 

Consoles 
Competitions. 
Cutey Poo 
Cyberpunk 
Future-tech 
Gallery 

Music 

General features. 
Mel Croucher 
Back Bytes 
Readerpage 
Information Desk 
Hardware guide 
Repair services 
Toolbox 
Gontroversy 
Trviaquiz 
Hypermarket 
‘Advertisements 


20) WHAT SHOULD BEIN TGM? (fick 
as many as necessary) 


Play by тай 
Comms 
Boardgames 
Technotoys 
Videos! films 
Comics 








Other 


for office use only 2, 


21) HOW MANY OTHER PEOPLE 
usually read your copy of TGM? [ ] 


22) WOULD YOU LIKE COVER- 
MOUNTED casseties or disks on ТОМ? 


Yes 
No 
(if No, go to question 27) 


23)WHAT KIND OF COVER 
MOUNTS would you like to see? 
Playable demos of new games 
Complete old games 

Programming utilities 

Art utilities 

Music utilities 

‘Other utilities 

Art or music demos 

24) WOULD YOU LIKE COVER- 
MOUNTED freebies. such as screen 
wipes, pens and small marsupials, on 
TGM? 


Yes 

No H 
25) IS TGM REASONABLY PRICED? 
Yes 

No H 
26) ARE THE REVIEWS detailed 
enough? 


Yes 
No 
27) ARE THE REVIEWS long enough? 
Yes 
No 


28) ARE THERE ENOUGH 
REVIEWS? 


= H 


29) ARE THERE ENOUGH 
SCREENSHOTS? 


Yes 

No 

30) ARE THE SCREENSHOTS big 
enough” 


Yes 

s B 
31) ARE THE COMMENTS for each 
format long enough? 


Yes 

No H 
32) HOW OFTEN DO YOU AGREE 
with thegeviews? 


Always [E] 
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Mostly 
Rarely 
Never 

33) HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE TGM 


as a source of reference when buying 
software 


Always 
Sometimes 
Never 


34) DO YOU HAVE A BANK 
ACCOUNT? 


Yes 
No 
(if Маг gato question 49) 


35) WHICH BANK? 


Barclays 
Nat West 

Midland 

Lloyds 

TSB 

Post Office/National Giro 
RoyabBank Of Scotland 
Yorkshire 


Other 
Jor office use only) 





36)DO YOU HAVE a building-soclery 
account? 


Yes 

No 

Tlf No, go to question 51) 

37) WHICH BUILDING SOCIETY? 


Staffordshire 
Halifax 

Abbey National 
Nationwide Anglia. 

Leeds 

Woolwich 

Britannia 

Alliance & Leicester 
Bradford & Bingley 
National & Provincial 
Cheltenham § Gloucester 
Gateway 
West Bromwich 


Other 
Jan cffice use only] 
38) WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING do 


you own, or intend to buy in the met 
year? 


EELELLLLLLLLI 





Own Intendag buy 


Videorecorder 
Video camera 
Portable stereo 
CD player 

Hi-fi 

Satellite dish 

















OFFER 15.95 


Euromax PROFESSIONAL auto- 
Fine 

OFFER 15.5, 

EUROMAX ELITE STANDARD 





OFFER 9.95, T 


euromax PROFESSIONAL отр 
OFFER 336 122 











POWERPLAY CRUISER STREAM 
UNE ALL BLACK 


OFFER 1290 


POWERPLAY стлавп — RED/ 
WWITE/BLUR 


Әніне 





POWERPLAY CRYSTAL STANDARD 

















AMIGA GOODIES 


















OFFER 215.00 1202; 


F 


cope TITLE 


Advanced Ski Simulator cass 

Atterbumer cass 

Afterbumer disk 

Barbarian II disk Palace 
Bard's Tale:The Destiny Knight disk Electronic Arts 
Blasteroids cass Imageworks. 





HOT NEW RELEASES 








CODE ТТЕ LABEL SPE СВМ Сс ST АМ PC 
T17037 Run the Gauntlet cass Ocean 724 
717038 Run the Gauntet disk Ocean 1799 
717039 Skrull disk 16/32 Edition 1995 
717040 Soldier of Light disk Ace 19.99 
717041 Space Harrier disk Elite 15.99 
117042 Space Harrier li disk Ене 1599 15.99 
117043 Strike Fleet disk Electronic Arts 1995 
T17044 Super Hang-On disk Electronic Arts. 19.99 
T17045 Technocop cass Gremlin Graphics 644 799 79 
717046 Technocop disk Gremlin Graphics. 1044 119 11.99 15.99 
T1704 ‘Munsters cass Again 799 
117048 The Munsters disk Again Again 1199 
717049 Tiger Road cass бо! 799 
т!л Road disk бо! 1199 1599 
т17051 WEC Le Mans cass Imagine. 1 795 
T17052 WEC Le Mans disk г " 1195 
717053 War in Middle Earth cass House 73 799 799 
117054 War in Middle Earth disk Melbourne House 1 1799 — "199 

cass Melbourne House 





THE MEGA 
CHOICE: 


SOFTWARE OFFER PRICE TABLE 


499 399 100 12.99 
474 120 14.95 
640 155 14.99 
644 155 19.95 
4 1.75 19.99 
1.75 23.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.55 








BACKISSUES'BACKIS, 
BACKISSUES'BACKIS, 
BACKISSUES“BACKIS: 





























Iwantto subscribe to 12issues of TGM and receive the 
are Eae 
out soon | extend it for a further twelve issues - and 

а free KONIX SPEEDKING | 




















Please tick the appropriate box: 
Venegas £18.00 for а new TOM збирни main 





тс amano 
D {elu t Sor the special subscriber КОНУ 
SPEEDKING joystick offer. 
number is 





Myou wish your sub commence with asus 18, 
receive your coupon no later than 4th Apri 1989. 


Please allow 28 days for your free gift. 











pente том араатан 
rdi payments Pause DO NOT encone ANY order win 

EDORA ызгы териле m a wa esi DELAYS Sand your orders 
o the address below. 


Ош — J] 






"BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES 
"BACKISSUES"BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES 
"BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES 












| onone yet? 


| mmm mi < 
CURUMAA 















The world’s leading brand 
for the real games competitor 





Have you 
got your hands 


= а = 





e 
Phone-in fun. 


ello, operator? G 

please. "Сепай 

have two this mo 

tion to the computet 

Well, there you go. The TG 

tion again. Just pick up your p 
and listen to a fact-packed two 
detailing release dates for the 4 
and April – plus the new News 
there's a brill competition ai 


ous competition! 


Information - on line! 


Printed here is the number which con 
you direct to the TGM Hotline service. 
we've got 160 lines, open 24 hours а дау, 
don't worry about the service being 
Ring this number and listen for just 
minutes as we tell you what games are 
ing out, and when! 

Or grab the latest news on what's 
ing in software by ringing ТӨМ“ 
Update line on 0898 555088. We can 
stuff on the News Update 
апу magazine can get it in, 
touch, use News Update! 

For the information w 
line is cheap. The pho 
per minute 
time (Mon-Fi 
days, Sund 
minute d 


d, prod) and listen carefully to the three 
r answers in the boxes provided, and 
aking sentence given to you over the 


ед the questions, write your name and 
format, and send the whole lot 
COMP, ТОМ, PO Box 10, Ludlow, 
All entries must reach us by April 15 
ollow the competition rules — you'll 

nts page. 





1 


r-- 
' 
І 
1 








3 





Complete the sentence given to you over the phone in no 
more than 20 words: 


Name. 
Address. 


Computer format 


My choice of game .. 











TENSTAR PACK|C= Commodore 


WORTH OVER £229! 


































INCLUDES 
FREE UK 
DELIVERY 





ment and comes supplied with a 





PHOTON PAINT РАСК 


CT " A500 Computer I m 
i Y : TV Modulator E 99 " h ^ 
Lo mo Ires es = Photon Paint £69.95 pr ^ 


; He шып көөн m TenStar Pack £229.50 
- > TOTAL RRP: £724.43 
LESS DISCOUNT: £325.43 









































THE FULL STOCK RANGE: те ушгн PACK PRICE ~: £399 ур! 

AFTER SALES SUPPORT: 10845 MONITOR PACK 
онт тет, А500 Сотршег ECCE 
FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY. = 1084S Colour Monitor 7 ми биља и E195 
a манада: Photon Paint и пе Werer ш» 
PRICE MATCH PROMISE Tensi Pack паша UE 
FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE: TOTAL RRP: ar Ganet Рас we Temopod 52495 
ç ара LESS DISCOUNT: £350.43 | | === Was e ки» 
a PACK PRICE gas 








sman | PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA 


MMS Ms 7 ame 








01:309 1111 











BACK BYTES 











е were happy too when we discovered Zoetrope 
W Se winked atus! Read Toolbox (page 102) 
for the first news on Antic Software's incredible 
Amiga animation system, complete with winking 
demo, and watch TGM for a full review 


290 


D-ROM-is the future perfect? Barnaby Page has 

his doubts about software"s silver platter, which 
some maintain will provide huge adventures with 
stunning sound and screens. See Controversy, page 
112 











BA 


E 
< 
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WHAT THE **** ARE 
COMMS ANYWAY? 


Ever wanted to reach out and touch an ST on the other 
side of the world? You can do it — just for the price of 
a few cables, a black box, some disks and British Tele- 
com’s pound of flesh. 

Exclusively for TGM, comms wizard Zog takes the 
mystery out of modems and explains what they do 
and how. 






















hen 1 was a lad, computers 
were room-sized brutes with 
flashing lights, enormous tape 
and р 
would have done justice to a hou: 
ing estate. Programmers, angrily 
demanding their rights to work in 
quiet offices, smoke cigarettes and 
pill coffee in the machinery, obvi 
ously had to be placed somewhere 
else. Thus were computer com. 
munications born. 
And some unsung hero's swift 
piece of work with a soldering ir 
led to a standard for transmitting 


signals along cables. At one end sat 
| the computer, and at the other was 

a keyboard and a sc What 
went on at the two ends didn't 
but when one end 






Modems: a 
sound idea 


Mee convert data to a 
series of tones, and vi 
versa. The tones are audible 
frequencies which can easily 
be sent over the ordinary tele- 
phone network, but you 
‘ously needa second modem at 
the other end to decode the sig. 
nals back agai 

To us humans, modems 
sound like a sort of warbling 
whistle when working. This 
whistling is what you'd hear if 
you ever dialled into a com 
puter system on the phone - a 
modem attached to the com 
puter is sending a tone saying 
сооо-сесе” and hoping to hear 
an answering whistle from the 
modem at your end. (A fax 
machine makes a similar shriek 
for similar reasons.) 

Once it detects this ‘carrier 
signal’, the modem f 
fectly at liberty to start sending 
data over the phone netwo 

‘Transmission speed is impor: 
tant too. Because of the some 
what variable quality of phone 
lines, and the bandwidth that 
they can carry, modems just 
ain't as fast as ordinary bits of 
cable for transmitting data 





wanted to talk to the other, it used 
a special circuit to produce a stan 
dardised signal 
The signal was then passed 
down the cable and decoded again. 
at the other end by another bit of 
ircuitry. This standard n 
nder the name of RS-232 
close friends) 
Mic 
us, and many 











pmputers are now with 

till have a "termi. 
nai’ mode, in which they bec 
a ‘dumb terminal’. No real use is 
of the processor inside 
| except to pass data to and from a 








port at the back of the computer 
| This port is just a socket into which 





you plug a cable capable of carry 
ing those RS-232 signals to the 
computer at the other end. 


To become a dumb terminal. 








mv 
cach computer 
232-speak to it 
and then the modems converse 
themselves in FSK 
shift key 
pers) 
ith modem: 
peed that the o 
one is expecting, everything is 
hunky-dory 
Well, almost everything. 


cableisno problem, зо 
wn modem. 


лоп 
speak (or "frequen 
ing, for n 

As lon 
speak at a 


There are a couple of odd 
| things like parity and stop bits, 
but they can wait for now 


Moder 
vererb 

The revolution started when 
American company Haye 

began manufacturing what 
they called "SmartModems 
which had their own proc 

| огу inside. This meant y 
‘ould send certain recogni 
| 


| Getting smarter 


‘ode mfr 
lever thin 
You could hand it a phone 
numberandtellit to dial (auto 
dial), tell it to answer the 
phone if it rings (autoanswer) 
or alter any of the other set 


tings of the modem such as par 
Other companies followed 


suit, but because of the succes 

of Hayes, their product became 

virtually an industry standard 
о most firms stuck to the 





your micro has to be running some 

program. But the passing of bytes 
from the keyboard to 

from the port to 

the core of a decent comms pack 





















A key (or combination of keys} 
is reserved for use by the program. 
anything else п ће 








typed. 





keyboard is passed to the port to be 
| transmitted. However, when а 
special “hot key’ is pressed, the 





action instead of 





| program rec 
| some 
usually consists of 





This action 
producing a pop-up menu, fro 











which actions can be selecte 
Now the keyboard is used to make 
menu selection: thing you 
| press is passed to the port. A sec 





| ond hot key, such as the ЕЗСАРЕ 


kcy. must be pressed to hide the 
ом back ta 














he far end of 





| "So why type ever 
probably have а pe 
disk drive 


| around 





idly 
iet them to work too. 


| File and forge 
| Just create a file 
‘commands you want to send to the 


on disk with the 


port. and save it. Then, instead of 
hitting the hot key, just get the 
enough) to send the disk file to the 
port instead. This rather silly 
nding process really comes into 
ts own when you need to send the 
same stuff to the rem puter 
in and again. Get it right once 
ring disk failures) you'll 


CONTACTS 


Human: 


Public Domain SIG (Spec 
Interest Group): % (08926) 
63298 

Kermit (Alan Philips, Univer 
sity of Lancaster): % (0524) 
65201 


Modem number 


Prestel (from London): 623 
Gods (BBs and MUGs) (01) 
994-9119 
Telecom Gold (demo) (01) 
583-3000 


Try 300/300 baud or transmit 
at 75 and receive at 1200 
(1200/75). Also 8 data bits, no 
Parity and one stop bit should 








never need to type it again. 
What wonderful news, you 

cry, ‘especially for log-in sequ. 

ences and things!” Yes, but also for 

data files themselves 

save а word- processed letter, or a 





you could 





program, on disk and send it to a 
And, of course 
at the other 


hat big machine | 
needn't be a big 





alking to a 
particularly chatty bit of cable, The 
ther end could equally weil be | 
а dumb | 


computer, sinc 








puter know 


another home computer 
terminal, a printer or R2-D: 
Who cares? Luckily, (hat 
hero (Ron Smith 
Rupert Surbiton?) 


asung RS 
Robert Saatc 
did care, and thought long and 
hard about little streams of electri 





al signals running up and down 
ables, and what happened 
them at the ends 
Well," he must have reasoned, 
f the far end sends your end 
lata, say from 








1 speed it can шапа) 
is old, or tire 








some way, then what hap 
pens 
Reginald Spiffington 
w extra wires to the 
ready had for his 232 





attempt at getting the system to 
work, and used them to send con 
rol signals between the end: 

This was not a simple task 
because the two ends of a cable are | 
not necessarily synchronous - tha 





is, one end isn't continuously tel- | 
ling the other one, via loads of 
pulses, what to do to stay precisely 
in step. 

No, Roderick Singlesbar wa 
working with x“ asynchrc 





equipment, a brain-twisting world 
where grown men would occa 
sionally bite off their 
rather than think t 

data arriving at some 














Trapping misteaks 
Actually, we've ended up with a 
couple of methods by which RS 
232 can control data flow, but 
most ports can handle both any 





way. Some sort of signal tells end 
A that end B is almost full up, and 
kindly stop sending any 
please’. Then, once B has got its act 
together and done something with 
all the data, a second signal tells A 
to ‘stop hanging about 

‘more of that data, what kept 





nd send 





Are you quite clear so far? Then 





we can throw modems in to | 
muddy the picture again (sec box). | 
You, as a user, almost certainly | 
require one to connect to other 

computers, since there probably 
isn't another computer within a 
few yards of you. (If there is, then 
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BACK BYTES| 











you need a special cable called a 
null modem’ — just to confuse you 
totally...) 

You also have to configure the 
| modem to work at the right speed, 
parity, etc for what you have in 
mind, This was once all done with 
Switches, ейһег on or in the 
modem, but now you can proba: 
bly set it all from your comms 
package. 

Because a lot of people have 
thought about how to detect and 
correct errors in transmission, par 
ticularly when sending important 
data down a line with lots of inter: 
ference, good comms packages 
will probably also support one or 
more methods of error-correction 
(‘protocols’). Again, both ends of 
the link have to have the same pro: 
tocol for the system to work. 

The use of a good system adds 
only a small overhead in transmis 
sion time when sending over a 
dean line, and virtually guaran 
tees that data is error-free. One 
such protocol is called Kermit, and 
it’s a public-domain package — in 
other words, versions of it, from 
tiny micros up to giant main: 

mes, are readily available and 
pounds (to pay for 

















| cost only a fe 
the tape or disk). Users can also 
write new versions of Kermit 
ither for fun or for new com; 
puters as they appear 

Though several 
ms packages exist, a pi 
in group will probably have 
something such as Procomm ог 
Intercomm available for your 























machine. These packages have 


TOLUPIPUTER 





Kermit as a 





protocol, along with 
They also have 
clever extras such as ph 
bers (for the modem to ai 
log files, function keys, automatic 
modem setup, etc, etc 

So there you have it. To talk to 
someone or something out there. 
you need a modem, a comms 
Package and some odd bits of 
cable. The modem may be inter 
nal, in which case the computer 
will just plug into the phone socket 

but more probably it will be a 
separate Іше box. Ideally yo 
should have software which sup- 
ports both scrolling and graphic 
proto 

Finally, here’s a thought. What 
happens if you get a computer 
which js linked via me 
dozens "of phone lines, and then 

II it at 


























get loads of people to 
once? If this central c 
a special program as well, it can 
even provide players with a sort of 
which they can 
interact, talking to са 
other such stuff. This is the world 
of the multiuser game or MUG. 
More about MUGs, bulletin 
boards, networks, and modem 
hardware will be covered in ТОМ. 
over the next two or three issues. 
And to discover the future of long: 
distance games-playing, look back 
to TGMOIS 





nputer runs 





» other and 


а Lon 
who 

maqa 
comms exper 








Ul be our В 
s this serie 





k Bytes 








mu mj m m 
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HINDLEY ELECTRONICS I 
COMPUTER REPAIRS | 
Standard charges. 
Commodore 64 £25.00 | 
Commodore «4 £25.00 
Commodore C16 £21.00 | 
Commodore Vic 20 £18.00 
Commodore ICs and disk drive repairs. 
please ring for details 
CD-ROM - THE NEW FAMILY COMPUTER 
ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT | 
AND RETURN POSTAGE INCLUDING 
INSURANCE 
HINDLEY ELECTRONICS 
(Dept ТОМ) 97 Market Street, Hindley, Wigan 
Tel. (0942) 522743 
Tre standard charge may not app o machines 
win mast taut | 
З monin waranty ол repars wan very tast 
отат 
Isks 
10 x 3.5" DS/DD ... £9 
25 х 3.5" DS/DD . . £20 
50 x 3.5" DS/DD . £38 | 
100 x 3.5" DS/DD £74 | 
250 x 3.5" DS/DD ... £180 | 
500 x 3.5" DS/DD . £345 | 
1,000 x 3.5" DS/DD £675 | 
100 Capacity 3.5" Disk box £7.50 


‘Qur Disks Are Cheap But They Are Top Quality - Fully Guaranteed | 
All prices INC VAT & 3-day delivery. Please add 5% to all prices if ordering 
by credit card. Cheques and postal orders to: 


HARDWARE DISTRIBUTION 


Dept. ‘CM, 1st Floor, 19 Division Street, Sheffield 5146Е 
Tel: 0742 726485 


RS 5р 


' SINCLAIR QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE 


ommodores 
Repaired 





waiting weeks for your estimate? 


Need your computer repaired fast? Then send it now to the Videovault 


P YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up 


+ wmae you wart repairs E22 50 48K Spectrum. 
ts 00soectrum+2 


+ an computers пайт overhaute and fly 
tested before return 


+ Futyinsureafor tne return journey 


+ Fed iow once of 18.98 including post 
pacing parts labour Spectrum +2 
repairs ONY C35 00 Fly inclusive 


+ Discounts for schools and colleges 


+ six top games worth C98 00 free with every 
Spectrum repair Now томон PREE 
memory xevboara test 

+ Wealsoreparcommodore&4 s Vi 20, 
Commodore 16+ 4 Spectrum + and « Y 

«The most uptodate test equipment 
developed by us to locate faults within 
your computer 

+ Rubber xevooard repa repacement 
membrane only! Just 10 00 Including p «b. 

TON written guarantee on ai repair 








dane Repair Service We are able to repair your 48K Spectrum using all the 
latest in test equipment for only 19.95. We can also Supply you with power 
supplies & membranes. 

We will repair your computer while you wait and help you with any of your 
technical problems. commodore computers repaired for only £35.00. 
Please note we give you a 100% low fixed price of £19.95 which includes 
return post and packing, VAT, not a between price like some other Repair 
Companies offer. We dont ask you to send a cheque in for tne maximum 
amount and shock you with repair ils ESO upwards. Don t forget we are 
Amstrad approved for quality and speed. don t risk your computer to any 
other unauthorised repair centre. We don t just repair the fault and send 
Your computer back, we give your computer a free overhaul 


FREE OVERHAUL WITH EVERY REPAIR WE DO: 
We correct colour, sound, keyboard, check the loading and saving chip, 
even put new feet on the base if required check for full memory, check all 
sockets including езг/ тіке and replace where needed AI for an Inclusive 
price of £19.95 which includes VAT. parts & labour, return post, packing & 
Insurance. No hidden extras whatsoever. 

should a computer be classed аз unrepairable due to tampering we may be able to 
offer a replacement circuit board at adaitional charge. 


= 
' 


"Don t be misled by adverts showing between prices 


[Aavernsing Standards Authority on two counts ft пад stated BBC repairs 
[between tta ana cas then charged the customer ces Their guarantee policy was 
тезде ast not make clear that al repairs were not covered 


THE VIDEOVAULT COMPUTER COMPANION 
EDITION NOW HOT OFF THE PRESS 


New одон catalogue now 
tens nouong sofware for a3 

рату эле sofware Docs pus many more Jt send 
|S Tto Stamos for vour 


FAX No. 04574 68946 


ola Kingsmoor School allway Street Hadfield, Hyde cheshireSkta BAA 
Tel 04574 66555/67761/69499 Main Office, enquiries and orders only 
Manchester telephone 067 2360376 While you wait centre only. 
We regret the Manchester 
please use main branch number 


© COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT NO. 885071 




















GUIDE TO 


INDEPENDENT 
REPAIR SERVICES 





N mane how much you care 
for a computer, eventually 
something goes wrong. And you 
can bet your life it'll happen after 
the guarantee has expired, so you 
сап forget about sending it back 
to the manufacturers. In most 
cases, they won't want to know 


® Before packing your computer 
off toa repair firm, check to see if 
your local computer dealer can 

Tecommend a local repair outfit 


E Phone the company you 
choose and try to get a rough 
guide of the cost of the repair, 
how long it will take — and. 
whether they'll give a warranty 
todoitagainfor free if the repair. 
doesn't work. 


т Make sure that the quoted 
price includes parts, labour, VAT, 
and return postage. 


B When sending your computer 
by post, pack it carefully - prefer- 
ably in the original box. 


B Always include a letter with 
your name, address, and tele: 
phone number and the effects of 
the fault 


B Send the whole package by 
recorded delivery = just 24p on 
top of the stamp cost ~ and pay 
the extra cash for an advice-of 
delivery slip (25p if you ask for it 
when you post the package. 65р 
if you leave lt till later), That way 
you know it’s got there. 











COMPANY BCL (Best Computers Lid). 
ADDRESS Galary Audio Visual, frst 
floor, 230 Tottenham Court Road, London 
WIA ЗАР ge (01) 631-0139 or 580-8640. 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED АЙ 8-5 
‘and 16-bit models including PC-compati 
bes. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Al. 
PRICES Atypical small repair would cost 
£15-£20, 

WARRANTY Siz months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Free estimates. Galaxy Audio Visual also sell 
тош. 


COMPANY Cambridge Micro Surgery. 
ADDRESS Unit 4, 3778 Cherry Hinton 
Road, Cambridge CB! 40H ж (0223) 
410234. 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spec- 
trum, Commodore, BBC, Amstrad, PC-com- 


paties. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print- 
ез, monitors, disk drives etc. 

PRICES Cheapest is 48K Spectrum at 
£1895 pus cost of parts, others from 
$2350. 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
‘Wil provide annual maintenance for busi- 
ness micros, on a contract basis 





COMPANY Ladbroke Computing 
international 





ADDRESS 33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, 
Lancashire РАТ 20Р e (0772) 21474 or 
27236. 


COMPUTERS REPAIRED Makiy 
аза. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print 
(ers arid disk drives 

PRICES According to machine - for 
‘example ST £34.50, XL/130 XE £23 (hese 
prices include VAT) 

WARRANTY Phone for information. 


COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai home 


computers. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print- 
ет, monitors and disk drives. 

PRICES Phone. There's a se repair price. 
for each computer, regardless ої the taut 
and including ali parts and labour. 
WARRANTY Three months. 


COMPANY Swindon ITEC. 
ADDRESS 6 Oppenheimer Centre, 
Greenbridge Road, Swindon SN 3/0 f& 
(0793) 611806. 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spec- 
trum, Commodore 64/128, BBC B and 
Master seres, CPC. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED 525- 
inch disk drives, monitors, cassette-deck. 


alignment 
PRICES Spectrum trom £18, others from 
£25 (but small repairs may be cheaper). 
WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Most repairs should be done within seven 
working days. 


COMPANY Telegames. 
ADDRESS Kiby Bridge, Wigston, 
Leicestershire LEB 1ТЕ & (0533) 880445 
or 813606. 

CONSOLES REPAIRED Май 
— смит, ныма, 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone 
mask 

PRICES VCS2600 £17.95, Colecovision 
£14.95, Intellivision £19.95, Sega £14.95. 
WARRANTY 90 days. 





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Telegames promise to retum the console to 
you just free days aftr they ve received it. 
They re also the official UK repair centre for 
‘Sega and Colecovision 


COMPANY Verran Micro-Mainte- 
nance. 

ADDRESS Albany Park, Frimley Road, 
Camberley, Surey GUIS 2PL % (0276) 


COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spec- 
trum, Amstrad, Commodore. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Prit- 
ers, monitors. 

PRICES Range trom £18 95 for Spectrum 
to £95 for Amstrad PC1512 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Established six years Approved by Amstrad. 


COMPANY VSE Technical Services. 
ADDRESS Unt 6, 8 Nursery Road, Lon- 
боп SW9 ABP a (01) 738-7707 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ni Spec 
trum, Amstrad, Atari and Commodore mod. 
es. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Opus 


like keyboard ог diskdrie replacement. 
Spectrums range trom £12.90 to £17.90; 
Сва is £19.90, C128 52490; CPCs range 
from £21.90 to £24.90; all РОМ are 


COMPANY Wight Computing Home 
Micros. 


ADDRESS!22 High Street, Ryde, Isle of 
Wight POS 2SU f (0983) 68978. 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED Most 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print- 
ers and monitors, but check fit that the 
service is available tor older models. 
PRICES According to the problem. 
WARRANTY 90 days. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
‘Wight Computing wil aiso check, clean etc 
computers which are not obviously faulty 





COMPANY Wynter Electronics. 
ADDRESS Unit 30F, Atas Vilage. 
gate Lane, Staples Comer, London NW2 
THU (01) 452-5660, 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spe- 
‘rum, Commodore, BBC, Atari, PC-compat 
bes. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
for details. 

PRICES £18 upward, depending on 
machine 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Repair done in one week. 


Attention repair firms: 1 you 
would like а mention in the Back 
Bytes Repair page, please send the 
relevant details to Back Bytes, TGM, 
РО Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SYS 
108, including a phone number and 
the manager's name (for our files) 





Alas, poor Oric, I 
knew it well 


Owners of now-obscure com 
puters (calm down, we're 
saying they're bad) might 
help at Al Computer Services. 
For the West Midlands-based 
firm handles C16s (repair £25), 
Уіс20 (£25) and Plus 4s (£32.50) 
as well as more common. 
‘machines ~ and this has brought 
them business from all over 
Europe. 

AI will repair virtually any 
computer, says boss Joe Killman, 
including Spectrums (older mod. 
els £25, +2 £29.50, +3 £29.50 
except for disk-drive faults), С64 
£27.50), C1285 (642.50), BBCs 
(around £29,50) and 16-bits 
(phone or write for information). 

Printer repairs start at £29.50, 
while a full disk-drive service 
seems well worth £25. 

21 Computer Services: Unit 9. 
Paddock Mount Offices, Dawley, Tel. 
ford, Shropshire ТРА JPR' (0952) 
502737. 


























DUKES MAIL ORDER 
COMPUTER GAMES AND ACCESSORIES 
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 
THOUSANDS OF GAMES AND ACCESSORIES 
FOR ALL MAKES OF COMPUTERS 


SEND TO: DUKES MARKETING (MAIL ORDER) 
25 MARKET STREET 


BRIGEND 


MID GLAMORGAN 





| SOUTH WALES 























High Quality Repairs 
Low Inclusive Prices 
The Logical Choice! 


Mas 


Technical Services 


All repairs guaranteed 4 month: 
REPAIRS ies quoted apply to any single 
Amstrad CPCA64 42190 fault and are inclusive of parts, 
ur at r Я 

Amstrad СРСБТ2В £24.90 labour апа VAT vim 0С 
Commodore C64 #1990 We also repair Amstrad PCWs, Com- 
Spectrum 48K/Plus £12.90  modore CTZ8/VIC2O, and the full 
(қын Sindair Spectrum range. Please 
Spectrum 16K-48K £19.90 


i е селін 
É 








Оса keyboard 
ree estimate giver) 





'SE Technical Services (Dept 105), Unit 6, 8 Nursery 
Road, London SW9 8BP. Tel. 01-738 7707 








HARDWARE AND DISKS AT TRADE PRICES 








3 


2288 


E 8552 


58 





‘reas кезу wan fortem Dy ri crt Cle v pata емее. 


E3 HARDWARE DISTRIBUTION = 


COMPUTER REPAIRS FIT Аю 


Fixed Super Low Prices! TECHNOLOGY 


Inclusive of parts, labour and VAT 


1 WEEK TURNROUND 
SPECIAL OFFERS * 


C16 
MC20, C+4 

1541 DISK DRIVE 
1531 TAPE DECK £19 
MPS 801 £38 


with item — 3 month warranty on repair 
‘enclose advert with repair 

° W.T.S ELECTRONICS (м) 
Studio Master House, Chaulend Lane, Luton, Beds. ША 8EZ. Тө: 0582 491 949 


vm oem 


£18 
£2 
£36 


Please enclose 





* Colour Newsletter e Discounts 
* PD Software • And many other offers 


Merberso Includes monthly 72 pese colour newsiener, 10% acount on a әде 
‘ange of softer ties (oue £00), тетир cari and rot кузет penna, 


FERNY елші when requred 


Rapidly Growing MSX User Group 
INLAND MEMBERSHIP (per year) ONLY £6.95. 
‘OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP (per year) ОМУ £10.00 


MSX UK, North Lodge, Сати Road, Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Scotland 
MLS 98). Tel. (0236) 64045 














AMSTRAD/SINCLAIR APPROVED 
SERVICE CENTRE 
We are Scotland's leading 
microcomputer service centre 


Service and suppliers to trade and local government 


Sinclair 48K £19.50 
Sinclair 128+2 £21.50 
Commodore 64 £30.00 
Amstrad CPC 464 £32.00 
Prices available on request for all other computers including 
business machine: 


Send goods 
COTREL LTD 
113/115 High Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife, Scotland 


TELE-GAMES 


Europe's Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For — 


Jam vas 
VETT IST M 


IN STOCK NOW 


SEGA 


WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW 
‘The leading Video game specialists. Send for ists (state make of game) 
























ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & PRP. DELIVERY WITHIN 14 DAYS. SEND СНОРО 





ТО OMNDALE LTD. 23 CURZON STREET, DERBY, DEI 255. TEL. 0332 291219 














BACK BYTES 





Eye hait teecher 


Hey kids, school is going to be 
more fun! Well it is if you buy 
Database Software's Fun School 2. 
Three packages aimed at under. 
ixes, six-to-eight-year-olds and 
over-eightstest skills ranging from. 
teddy-counting to binary arithme 
tic; typically, at TGM we couldn't 
get the over-eights' software to 
loa: 

Fun School 2is available for BBC 
Electron, CPC, Spectrum and C64 
at £9.95 on cassette and £12.95 on 
disk. ST, Amiga and PC versions 
are planned. 

Database Software: Ғиғора 
House, Adlington Park, Adlington, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP ЧЕ (0625) 
878888. 








| The well-dressed 
keyboard 


И you're like certain ТОМ staff 
always spilling Coke over your 
keyboard and getting crisps stuck 
between the keys Kador have the 
answer to your problems, because 
their Seal ‘n Type spill cover can 

с your keyboard from ruin. 
The spill cove 














made from clear 








flexible PVC, fits neatly over every 
key on the keyboard -and you сап 
still type through it 





It's available for ju: 
home computer ima 
| prices start from £6.90. 
| `” Kador: Unit 4. Pontcynon Indus 
trial Estate, Aberoymon, Mid Glamor: 
gan CF45 4EP Œ (0443) 740281 





about every 
able 








Bigger, better 
ST sprites 


The ST's built-in sprite capabilities 
aren't really viable for program: 
ming your own games — because 
sprites are limited to 16x 16 pixels 
and two colours. Now Soft Виз 
£24.95 Sprite Master increases the 
maximum size to 144x84 pixels in 
16 colours 
| The package includesa іші set of 
sprite drawing and editing tools 
designed to make sprite-creation 
simple and fast; alternatively 
Sprites can be imported from either 
te, Neochrome or Advanced 











Art St 

‘And Sprite Master scores points 
over other sprite-designers with its 
comprehensive, advice-packed 
manual. Sprite Master, available 

w, is fully compatible with GFA 
BASIC, Fast BASIC, STOS BASIC 
and HiSoft/ Power BASIC 

Soft Bits Software: 
Street. London WC2H 9), 
836-2533. 
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BToolbox Bl 


Products and news to make life bearable 











Deluxe Paint III arrives 


Í| Electronic Arts have cut Deluxe Paint II to £49.99 — for 
they're trying to run down stocks before Deluxe Paint Ш 
arrives. And Dan Silva'slatest art program features all the 
best tools of its predecessors, along with several new fea- 
tures which look set to make it THE art utility for the 
Amiga. 

Extra-halfbrite enables the user to paint with up to 64 
colours onscreen, while improved brush commands 
include options to wrap a user-defined brush into any 
shape. 

And extensive animation commands will also set. 
Deluxe Paint III apart from other art utilities - Multif- 
ramed animated brushes and perspective animation are 
just two of the options. 

Deluxe Paint Ш will be released in early April priced 
£79.99; look out for a full review in next month's TGM 











Animation on 
the Amiga 


The Official Amstrad User Club has 
launched training facilities for 
‘Amstrad users across the country 
The Club offer a number of soft 
ware-training courses taught over 
half and full days 

Contact the club, outline you 
requirements, and they'll sort out 
the details. There are 18 centresall 
over the country, so nobody 
should have to travel far. 

The Official Amstrad User 
Club: PO Box 10, Enterprise House, 
Roper Street, Pallion Industri 
Estate, Sunderland SR4 6SN fe 
(091) 510-8787. 


Amstrad training 

















Antic’s ST animation program 
Cyber Paint has finally been con. 
verted tothe Amiga- and changed 
its narne to Zoetrope. The £99.95 
program itself has been radically 
altered, too, and you'll need IMb 

The program includes an art 
utility, with drawing tools to 
design your own graphics before 
constructing animati 
ences. These inc 
geometric shapes and various 
paste menu also provides options 
to move, rotate oF stretch any 
graphic 

Graphics can then be linked 
together to form an animation 
sequence. These are controlled by 
the playback bar, which works just 
like a VCR: sequences can be 
played frame by frame. either 
backwards or forwards. 

‘And Zoetrope cana 
create animation eff 




















tically 
15: all you 








have to do is draw key frames and 
the computer fills in the rest for 
you. Look out for a full review in 
next month's ТОМ. 


Zoetrope is available from ISM: 
Grove House, Ventnor Road. Apse 
Heath, Isle of Wight PO36 OJT & 
(0983) 86474 


I want to write a program (7 
with animated sprites 
where do start? 


Sprite Master. 
The complete sprite 
designer for the Atari ST 


With its easy touse, yet powerful editor and comprehensive 
manual, Sprite Master makes sprite creation simple and fun. 


Languages Supported: GFA Basic, HisofUPower Basic 
Fast Basic, STOS Basic, Assembler and C 

Editing Functions: Draw, line, box, circle, fill, copy, overlay, 
enlarge, reduce, scroll, rotate, 

set palette, set size, flip, grab. 

outline, exchange colour, undo. 

Load Screen: NEOchrome, 

Degas, Degas Elite, Paintworks. 

Advanced Art Studio, etc 

Comprehensive Manual 

With full information. 

on the use of Sprite Master 

sprites. 


ҰША от а 


E 
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designer vem. 
ehe dest eri O, 


SOFT BITS Dept. GM 
5 LANGLEY STREET LONDON WC2H 9JA TEL. 01-836 2533 
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> WHAT VIDEOVAULT 
HAVE GOT FOR YOU! 


due to customer 
demand the VideoVault 
have a fantastic printer 


at an amazing low price,of only £99.95 


<A, FAST - Bidirectional text printing at a quick 80 characters 
УС per second 

QUIET - less 

pin drop) 

VERSATILE - Und 

canbe set 


w 


programmed to 4.5 


Standard unit less than three pounds in weight including 
100ft of paper го 


ж 


MITED 


Old Kingsmoor School, Railway Street, 
Hadfield, Cheshire SK14 8AA. 
Tel: 04574 66555/67761/69499 Fax NO.: 04574 68946. 
Head Office and Access & Visa orders. queries 


€) COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT LTD. 981061 


xt- bidirectional, graphics 


stics - alphanumeric 
5 per line. 

40 characters per line іп Expanded Mode 

160 characters per line in Condensed Mode 

Graphic - dot addressable 

4800 dots per square inch i60 vertical by 80 horizonta 
A Self test build in standard, activated by holding. 

off an 
ming power on. 


How to order your Hush Printer 


Please supply me with Hush Printers, Commodore 64 
model, at a total cost of £99.95 each including P+P and VAT. 
(Overseas orders add £10 00 post charges 

Payment can be made by cheque. Access/Visa or postal order 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


ч 


POST CODE 
1authorise you to charge my Access/Visa card no. 


Signature 
Send your order today to 


VideoVault Ltd. Old Kingsmoor School 
[= Rallway street, Hadfield, Cheshire SK14 BAA. 


E 








‘SOFTWARE’ 


CREDIT CARD ACCOUNTS CHARGED ONLY ON DISPATCH. 
OVERSEAS EXPRESS SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE” OVERSEAS EXPRESS SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE. 


OVERSEAS OVERSEAS OVERSEAS OVERSEAS OVERSEAS OVERSEAS 
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS CAN NOW CONTACT OUR EXPORT DEPARTMENT AT: 
WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE, 1088 CHL WELL ROAD, PRESTON NOTTINGHAM NOD ES, ENGLAND 

(TELEPHONE ONLY NOTTINGHAM 225588 
EUROPE SHIPPING COSTS ARE: 
ТО PEA CASS DIGK FOR NORMAL AIR MAIL £2.50 PER CASS/DISK FOR EXPRESS AIR MAIL 


OUTSIDE EUROPE SHIPPING COSTS АЙЕ. 
ООН SE SK FOR NORMAL АЯ MAIL £3.00 PER CASS/DISK FOR EXPRESS AIR MAIL 


cou DATASETTE UNT 
‘ONLY £18.50 
НИ 


Е-е 
DISK ORIVE FOR сва 128. 
ONLY £192.00 


ALL ORDERS ARE 


"TO ENSURE FAST 
DESPATCH ON ALL STOCK 
EMS 








CAS DSK 
эз ию 


GAME зет 
КЕЙ 
OMS "Бак 
$25 эю 








ST BARGAINS ST BARGAINS 57 BARGAINS ST BARGAINS ST 





зт 
FALCON 18.50 
SPEEDBALL "ала 

LOMBARDRACRALLY 1645 


эт 

ЗОАМОРАЋС 1435 

DRAGON 3350 
X лама 





AMIGA BARGAINS AMIGA 





AMIGA. 
FALCON 2098 ы 


COMMAND. 1645 
'FUTE тв 


AMIGA. AMIGA, 

ж IOMBARDRACRALLY 1645 — PURPLESATINDAY 17.95 

MELTERSKELTER 1120 OPERATIONWOLF 1645 ‘DREAMZONE 16.45 
HOSTAGES. 1646 ФАСМАМА 13.25 SUPERMAN 1645 


AMIGA. 

TVSPORTSFOOTBALL 2196. 

UN MILITARY SIM 1645 
ВАМ 14%8 





TASTOSUVERY OF ALL STOCK ITEMS BY tw CLASS MAL INUK, 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 


CREDIT CARD ORDER TELEPHONE 
586687004 


CREDIT CARD ACCOUNTS DEBITED ONLY ON DESPATCH 





288358. 
РАИ 
РЯ 


58888 


SAVAGE 
SEX VXEN OUTER SPAGE 17 96 
SHOOTEMUP CONST SET 16.45 
BRENT SERVICE 1798 
SPEEDEALL 1648 
STARGUDER i Eri 
‘STRIP POKER + БЕЗ 
SUPER HANG ON ves 
TECHNO COP. и 
TEENAGE QUEEN из 
THe DEEP уз 
THE KRISTAL nm 
THUNDEROLABE т 
Hc] 
Eri 
5% 
Mas 
prj 
We 
prj 


FETTI] 
8858555 





ATARI SOFTWARE 
корек STORAGE ВОХ 
50 DISK STORAGE BOX 





BACK BYTES| 


BACK BYTES GOES 
PROGRAMMING 


pages = Amiga BASICs + Amiga Devpac + starting C 
if interest = programming 





do while not end.of.page C may be a trendy ми 
read (pages) ed to different 


end do 
endif 
nard Babant 


Battle of BASICs: ic mm 
GFA vs HiSoft ere 


ASIC is a fairly standardised | _ Not so with Microdeal's GFA with solutions. 
ве, with only minor dif- | BASIC version 3.0; this is more like | GFA BASIC programs, 




















ferences between versions of the | a cross between C and PASCAL. | suitable for a development tea 
same era, so most people can pick | with a few bits of BASIC here and | Generally p 
it up when transferring to a new | there. But this could be ап advan- | easy, from W6 7NF 





system. For instance, И you сап | tage, as most professional business | movements to getti ® (01) 603-2581 or 603-7296, 
program in Sinclair BASIC on а | programmers use C. PASCAL or | from your bank manager (well, | ШО ТОИ 
Spectrum, you сап get to grips | BASIC; here you have a hybrid. | maybe that’s a bit unrealistic, but | ИЕ 

quite soon with C64 BASIC And you can even include C or | why be a sadist all your short life?) 














inany of the windows by pres 


Amiga Devpac gets it all together NO alid 


















current program counter press. || 
hat do you want for 60 the assembler and debugger- | (executable or linkable). list debug the program, use single 
quid? How about pretty both are also memory-resi ings, destinations for object step trace mode, This runs the 

little blue-and-white folder dent, so the two (or three code (none, disk, or memory). program one instruction at a 

which when opened reveals depending on experience) etc time, so you can see how it 





two diskettes, a manual, and a 





‘of practical development lí the assembler spews up. affects the registers etc 








huge, absolutely enormous ade a whole lot easier some errors (don't worry, it || 
book of the 68000 instruction FSE allows you to load | happens to the best program. Improvements | 
set (lor ‘huge’ read6-inch by | or write а source-code file and | mers as welll), use another lit Devpac version 2.2 offers quite a | 
S-inch’)? assembleittodiskordirecilyto | tle option I like — sump To few major improvements over 

This is HiSott’s Devpac version nory (where а IMDRAM | ERROR, which wili search the first version 
2, and at £59.95 it's a very Comes in handy!).Butitadvis- | through your program to the W The editor can run in 60-col 





package indeed, handling a to save the source code line at which the error occurr umn or 80-column mode 




















































the chores of Amiga assembly- | beforerunningaprogram,just | ed. When you correct it, select | depending on your Work | 
language development. I's in case а guru wanders past. | this option a bench preferences file 
already had a brilliant career Theeditorhassome options, | searches fo W Workspace can be changed || 
onthe ST. similarto word-processing са: | alsogivesashortdescriptonof | (тот within the editor 
On the first of the two disks | tures, such as search-an the problem. W The assembler is alot faster 
| isthe editor (Genam2), which | replace, go to line number. во | Once you've assembled the themanual says the absolute 
uses the whole screen; the totop.cte:youcaneveninsert | program with no errors, you maximum speed more than ^ | 
assembler (Genim2); and the more filesanywhere.usefulfor | can run it. Н you assembledio | doubled to 75,000 lines per 
debugger/disassembler adding music routines or oft- | disk, you now have to quit minute, though for real prog 
(Monam2). There are also used chunks of code. Genam2 = but И you assembled. ms, 35,000 is the norm 
example programs, one of Devpac'sfile-requester has | tomemory.tusethe optionsuN | Ш Finally, the ule blue pocket 
Which contains deliberatemis- | been Improved on version 2- | PROGRAM. This returns you to guide for 68000 is extremely 
takes. instead of having to know what | the editor when it's finished. Useful, with detailed descrip 
Ontheseconddisk teresa | the filename is it shows you tions about the instruction set 
public-domain linker (BLINK) | the contents of the current Bug off different syntaxes for each 
Which links object files to directory, and you select а file | Monam2, the disassemblerand | instruction, and the registers 
Create one output file. There. using the mouse. debugger, finds bugs very eas- flags affected by them 
| are also other Workbench You can also edit Devpac’s ily. The screen has three win- Jason Sheldon. 
| ийе startup text, if you must dows: one displays the registers 
But it’s with Genam2, the includingthe program counter | Devpac version 2 is available 
full-screen editor (FSE), that Assembling etc,oneshowstheactualmem- | from HiSoft for £59.95; you'll 
you actually get down and When you think you've ory of the Amiga as the code find their address at the bottom 
boogie with your keyboard. finished your super-duper (withmnemonicsetc)-starting | ofthis month's BASIC reviews 
The FSE is realy just ade- virus or whatever you're writ- | at whatever you select Win We reckon that to make the 
graded’ word processor for ing, you have to assemble и. | dow Start Address, and one most ofit you'll need an exter 
Writing assembly language The Assets option brings up | shows the memory as hex and | nal disk drive, ІМЬ RAM, and 
instead of letters to grandma, | a window, containing more. | text as many Amiga/68000 books 
but extra pizzazz comes with optionsliketypeotobjectcode | ^ Youcanedittheinformation | as you can afford! 
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PREMIER MAIL ORDER 
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The potential of BASIC is almost. 
endless, and the limits seem to be 
а lot further away with GFA 
BASIC. 

One helpful feature is NEW- 
NAMES, ап option which, when 
switched on. lets you know 
whenever you use a new variable 
name in a line of code. This helps 


trap typing mistakes which can 
otherwise be near-impossible to 
find. 

However, there are a couple of 
major problems: perhaps the 
biggest is incompatibility with 


‘AmigaBASIC, which essentially 
means you've got to choose one 
BASIC dialect or the other. You 
can't use those AmigaBASIC 
routines in GFA BASIC. 

And there's still по compiler 
available for GFA BASIC, so com- 

'utation-intensive programs will 

slow. (The package does include. 
а ‘run-only’ version of GFA 
BASIC. which you can copy for 
anyone without fear of being a 
pirate; they can then run your 
GFA BASIC programs, but not 
write their own.) 

Perhaps if you were brilliant 
‘enough you could write a compiler 
with опе hand and translate your 
AmigaBASIC code into GFA 
BASIC with the other; but for ordi- 
mary (ie nonprofessional) users, 
we reckon GFA BASIC is drawn 
back too far by its drawbacks, А 
shame, that, because in itself it’s a 
very powerful language 

Incidentally. the disk provides 
some demo programs, showing 
what can be done with GFA 
BASIC, and they're very fast - but 
we had to correct mistakes first! 














The instructions say ‘Load GFA 
BASIC from Workbench’, so obvi- 
ously the Workbench disk has to 
go in drive 0. We put the program 
disk in DF1:, loaded the sample 
demo, ran it, and lots of OBIECT NOT 
FOUND messages popped up. 

The problem was that the demo 
was looking for other files on drive 
DFO:, which of course contained 
the Workbench disk. After chang- 
ing these to DF1:, it worked fine— 
ultrasonically fast. 


Is HiSoft better? 

HiSoft’s BASIC hasa compiler, and 
it is AmigaBASIC-compatible. 
Those are the firs, and most 
important, points to make in our 
comparison; otherwise it's a struc- 
tured. powerful BASIC, which 








(like GFA BASIC) became well- 
known on the ST. There, it was 
used to write software such as the 
Ballzone game and Replay music 


ge. 

Now, more than three years 
after work started on the ST ver- 
sion, this classic 68000 BASIC 
arrives on the Amiga. We found it 
‘easy to use, despite the oft-made 
criticism that (unlike GFA BASIC) 
it has no syntax-checking: in other 
words, it doesn’t even begin to tell 
you what mistake you've made! 

That арап, HiSofi BASIC's 
enormous array of commands 
knows few limits, and — a blessing 
— there are no limits (other than 
the hardware’s!) on the size of 
arrays and string variables. 

‘The manual claims it performs 
the Sieve benchmark 50 times fas 
ter than AmigaBASIC, and ~ 
though we'll admit we didn't run 
à test! — it certainly seemed that 
speedy. 

15 an expensive package, but 
is definitely an investment worth 
making if you want something 
with a bit more bite than 
AmigaBASIC. It can also be used 
to write code for 68010, 68020 and 
68030 machines ~ fancy develop- 
ing a game for Steve Jobs's new 
NeXT computer? 








Manual satisfaction 

GFA BASICs manual is quite 
large, and gives extremely detailed 
descriptions of the commands 
(marred by a few errors of English. 
which probably arose in the trans- 
lation from German). The 12 cha 
ters contain one command/fun 
Чоп (sorry, function) on each 
page, and a small example of how 
and where it can be used. Unfortu 
nately, some of the examples 
aren't as detailed as the descrip- 
tion. 

An appendix includes keyboard 
scan codes, an ASCII table, fill pat- 
terns for drawing commands. 
AmigaDOS error messages, and 
much much more. 

HiSoft provide а comprehen. 
sive, well-written manual for their 
BASIC, which helps experienc 
programmers pick up the dialect’ 
peculiarities quite quickly. But we 
Wonder how useful the manual 
would be as an introduction to the 
jollities of BASIC programming; it 
seems that the authors have made 
a lot of assumptions about the 
reader. 








GFA BASIC version 3.0 costs 
£64.95 from Microdeal, PO Box 68 
St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4YB 8 
(0726) 68020. 

HiSoft BASIC costs (99.95 
trom HiSoft, The Old School, Green 
field, Bedford MK45 SDE (0525) 
718181. There a reduced price of 
£79.95 lor the first 1,000 copies 
sold, so hurry. 

Both packages should also be 
easily available from any Amiga 
mail-order specialist, or through 
good software shops. 


W GFA BASIC was reviewed by Jason 
Sheldon, a Wolverhampton-based 
programmer currently working on 
electronic publishing systems. HiSoft 
BASIC was reviewed by Mike Dunn. 
an aspirant IBM mainframe program- 
mer... good luck with the inter- 
view! 
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p Quality 2nd Drives for the Amiga 
nd Atari ST at low, low prices 


V Full compatibility with all Atari ST 
models, Amiga 500 & Amiga 1000 
v Top quality Citizen drive mechanism 
/ One megabyte unformatted capacity 
External plug in PSU (Atari ST) 
ч Throughport (Amiga) 
Very quiet 
ч Slimline design 
Colour matched to computer 
Long cable for location 
either side of computer 
Full 12 months guarantee 


Don't forget 





ATARI ST VERSION ONLY 


£82.95 














520 STFM SUPER PACK 


includes 520 STFM with 1MEG drive, over £450 worth of sofware, joystick mouse, 
User Guide and $ disks of Public Domain Sofware. Software inchided is 


ЕЕ 5% £339.00 


see. — Inc VAT & delivery 





eral drive tiec. 25205) 
1040 STEN latest model, with builtin TV moduiaior £309.00 
1040 STEM model as above with ‘Microsoft Write’ А ‘Vib Professional 
1000 тем Tela Jo suck 21 games win business software aa 

‘supplied with above IOS TEM Super Pack 
1040 STEM inc ‘super pack extras as above, Ms. Write’ & NiP Pio 


Mega 572 with mono топлог. MS Write. 
Moga ST4 win mono monitor, молити & VIP Pro 
S20 STEM IMEG internal 2.5* drive upgrade kit nc. ul instructions 


PRINTERS 


All prices include VAT, delivery and cable 


Star LC10 best-soling 144/36cps 9 pin. 4 М.О fonts, Inc 2 extra ribbons tree 
Star LC10 оодо version ot above printer, inc 2 extra black ADDON 
Star NX. 15 budget wide camage Opin prier 

Star (24:10 feature-packed 10. тоог 24 pin prier 

Star NB24.10 groat value 10" 24pin inc. cut sheet feeder > 2 extra оге 
Star NG24.15 wide сап version of NB24- 10 inc. cuf shout eder 

REG P2200 budget api 107 стаде 188/58 сре 

Amstrad OMP31 О! good valve 107 wth sarai  parañel rtertacos 
Amstrad 103500 10" 24pin with both seral and paralel ntertaces 
Panasonic КХР1081 reliable budget 10" printer 120/24 сре 
Panasonic КХР! 180 new, exciting high spec. пилоти 9 pin 107 
Panasonic KXP 1124 supero value 107 moliont 24 in win 6 урааа 
Epson LX800 popular 10" Y 


AMIGA VERSION ONLY 


prices shown | 279.95 
include VAT and delivery 


including VAT and delivery 


SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK 


‘Our new special offer pack Includes the following: 

ж Amiga 500 computer — Grid Start н 

* TY Modulator * Demolition. all this 
for only 


T Mouse Меше ты А Хи 35 
£399.00 ! 


Joystick X Aiax 
Photon Paint X Las Vegas 

2 Karate Kid IL ж plus 5 disks of 

* Goldrunner Public domain sware 


DOUBLE TAKE! 
PYE 15" FST 
TV/MONITOR 


(MODEL 1185) 


POWERFUL 
ATARI ST 
i DISK 


UTILITIES 


SPECIAL 
OFFER | 


£269.00 


SOFTWARE BACKUP with new turbo nibbler 
Version 4 incorporates а very fast and powerful 
menu-driven backup utiy. Makes use of all available 
drives and mem. 
56 SOFTWARE BACKUP PARAMETERS 
Parameters now includes 56 individual routines to 
backup and de-protect the toughest protection schemes. 
FAST BACKUP. 
Үйі backup, а non protected disk as quickly as possible 

File Allocation Сору techniques. 

IL DRIVE BOO’ 


* 
‘Alows many programe to starup trom dive В. 
+ ORGANISER ACLESSORY 


look Version 4, providing extremely useful du 
management. commis. undis ons. е 


зоо, Inching FORMAT, RENAME, DELETE ot. 
* EXTRA T 


10 maximise usable space on your disks - provides over 
15% additional user storage space per disk! 

+ RAMDISK and SET DA’ accessories. 

plus UNDELETE, DISK ANALYSIS, UNFORMAT 
DISK SPEED CHECK and much more | 





3.5” Disks 


10 Bulk packed 05/00 3.5" disks 
with labels, fully guaranteed 
25 bulk disks as above 


How to order from ی‎ 
Send cheque, Postal Order [Evesham Micros 
[Tiri RCS | RECESS eard жан) 63 BRIDGE STREET 





10 disks as above with plastic case 
25 disks as above, with 40 capacity 
lockable storage unit 

Kodak 05/00 3.5" disks, top quailty 
storage media, fully guaranteed. Box of 10 


= Phone us with your 
ACCESS or VÍSA 
card details on : 

T 0386-765500 | = ге ғани Ra, Сапар. Birmingham 83 эни Ta: 001 456 EET 


EVESHAM 
WORCS WR11 4SF 
® 0386-765500 
tax 0386-765354 
ох 333294 


Govt, educ. А PLC orders welcome 


Open to callers 6 days, 930-530 














BACK BYTES 





full facts on Microlink 


Linking up 








Horley 
Microlink boasts Britain’s largest 
bulletin board, It is essentially an 





electronic mail (e 
users can send telexes, telemes 
sages and faxes, Microlink also 
offers access to a number of busi 
ness da d a multiuser 











game (Shades) 
1t costs £15 to join; thereafter 
users are billed monthly for the 
facilities they've used, with a £5 
minimum monthly charge 
But before you can sta 
Microlink you'll need a modem. 
software and a modem cable 
Microlink provide all these for 
£179 in a special deal for PC-com- 
PCWs, ST and BBC. And 

са different computer 
they'll send you a list of the soft 





using 










if you hi 


ware you require 
further info 





ion and 
1 Micro- 


g's feature оп comms 
onth’s Back Bytes 


What you Sega is 
what you get 


mpanies design 
james for the Sega? 
which company 





























that T see 


All Sega games go thro 

elf, but they come fre 
ferent companies — а 
it's a coin-op conversi 
should find the name 
















when 





worldwide, the company is very 


ST backup 








а Multiface bo 
make back-up с 
ware. Is there a similar add on av 
ble for the ST? 

Tony Santana, London 


which allows him to 
Il his soft 








Romantic Robot, producers of the 
Spectrum Multiface, have re 

released Multiface ST (£49.95 plus 
£l po Just like 
the Spe models, 
Multiface ividual 




















pr disks 
mes in the little 
ick box which you plug into the 


cartridge port of your ST ~ the box 
ins a 64K ROM card, sono ST 
nthe Multiface's 
button” is pressed. 
currently running is 
and can be copied 
reload the copy, it will su 
at which li was saved 
тіс Robot: 54 Deanscroft 
m NW9 SEN ® (01) 200- 
(credit-card orders can be 














Ron 





Aw. L 
887 
phoned in 





It’s Seikosher! 


C64 and the 






mputer, and 
1 get one from? 





Bad news for C64 owners is that 
the machine has a nonstandard 
serial port, which presents inter 
facing problems with most printers 
= they won't just plug in and go. 
But the good news for you is that 
the Seikosha SL808 is fully com: 
patible with the C64. There’s no 
need for any special interface — just 




















= 





plug it into the serial port and it'll 
work. The Seikosha 518081 is 





available from Postronix for £164. 
including postage and packing. 
Vene Enterprise 
Northampton. 
1 


Postronix: 
Centre, Freehold 
NN2 6EW ft (0604) 7 








Amiga drumming 


Could you please tell me if there are 
any drum-machine programs availa 
ble for the Amiga? 

Graham Butler. Fort William 








The excellent Adrum from Bul 
Productions = also pro 






ersof 
this month's cover game Populous! 

d back in TGM005 
сап hold up to 26 
i one go and play back 












time — one for each of the 
iga’s sound channels. Fully 
MIDI-compatible, Adrum is cur 





rently on special offer at £35.95. 

Bullfrog tions: 3 Bridge 
Street, Guildf rrey GUI ARY Œ 
(0483) 579399. 


TV or not TV? 


Lam seriously 





considering buying an 
Amiga A500. However, | am not sure 
whether Isho 





з the screen display 
TV? ка 











INFORMATION 
DESK 


Amiga mysteries dominate again as the Back Bytes 
gurus give you the meaning of micro life . . . but first, 


‘monitor that much better? 
Rod Blaine, Edinburgh 


Most Amigas are now sold with a 
TV modulator, and the quality of 
the picture is largely dependent on 
the standard of the ТУ used 
Monitors give better definition 
and many include stereo sound 
output but, in general, the differ 
ence between the two is unlikely 
to impair your enjoyment of a 
game 


Commodore's own monitor for 
the Amiga and C64/128 is availa 
ble from Postronix for £264 


including post and packing. The 
address is in the question above 


mayed by disks? F 
by fra 
wait state 


tion Desk, ТСМ, PO Box 10, 


Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 
1DB. 

We try to 
inquiry, bı 
“ eplies, e 
SAE. In fact, w 


мег every 
no per 


ali - we like 
ps and 


nd obscene 
ugh the post 





SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD 


‘Better Than The Best of The Rest’ 


Credit Card Hotline 0621-742617 


EX кмс Now! 22 
*Free Delivery іп UK *Orders Despatched in 24 hrs* 
“Some titles which are now releases may take more 24 hrs* 





THE LATEST SOFTWARE FOR 





( ATARI ST ) 


(COMMODORE C64/C128 


(AMIGA ) 








(mMPc) (msx) (SEGA) 








(AMSTRAD) 


(SPECTRUM) 





AT NEW LOW PRICES! 
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RING 0621-742617 NOW! 
FOR YOUR FREE PRICE LISTS 
OR SEND US A LETTER OR POSTCARD STATING 
YOUR NAME, ADDRESS & MACHINE TYPE 
1a Austral Way, Highfield Rise 
Althorne, Essex CM3 6DN d 

















SOFTSELLERS 


12 SANDPIPER CLOSE, LONGRIDGE PARK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE 


We will match any Software price 


ШЕНИН ESE 


вени 


паша d 


SISSIES sss 


СЕЕВЕЕЕЕЗЕЕ ТЕЕ ава 


ЕЕ 


анығын 


HIT 


ВЕБ БЕБЕ seses 


1-4 p 








FAST 
SERVICE 





























MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


(ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND COURIER SERVICE) 


PHILIPS 8833 $ 


TEREO COLOUR MONITOR inc. Lead (ST/AMIGA) 


ONLY £229.00 _ 





AMIGA 


'RAVAGANZA PACK inc. Photon Paint, Aegis Sonix, Autofire Joystick 


Goldrunner, Karate Kid 2, Carrier Command + 23PD Games 
ONLY £429.00 _ 

ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK inc. 21 Games, Joystick, ST Organiser 
ONLY £343.00 


COMPUTERS/PERIPHERALS/ACCESSORIES 
1419.00 


ATARI 1040 inc. Mouse + Basic 


ATARI 1040 Business Pack inc. Vip Pro, M/soft, Write 


ATARI 520STFM Explorer Pack inc. Basic + 
AMIGA А500 Ten Star Pack inc. 23 PD Games, 10 € 


AMIGA А500 With те Pack 
CITIZEN 12AD Printer inc. Lead 

STAR LC-16 Mono Printer inc. Lead + Ribb 
STAR Colour Printer inc. L 


Mouse 


* Colour Ribbon 


STAR LC 24/10 24 Pin Printer inc. Lead + Ribbon 


CITIZEN 180E Printer inc. Lead + Ribbon 
MULTIFACE ST (Back up Device) 


NEC P2200 Printer (24 Pin) inc. Lead + Ribbon 


GENLOCK 
EPSON 1.0500 Printer inc. Lead + Ribbon 


EPSON LX800 Printer inc. Lead + Ribbon 
NEC Multi Syne. 2 Monitor 
ATARI SM124 Mono Monitor 


nercial Games 


£429.00 
£279.00 
£389.00 
£369.00 
£139.00 
£199.00 
£249.00 
£339.00 
£179.00 

547.00 
5319.00 
£260.00 
£319.00 
£199.00 
£529.00 

£99.00 


AMIGA ATARIST 


The Works 
Word Perfect 4.1 
Kind Words V2 
Protext 

Write and File 
Lattice С V5 
Sculpt 3D 
Animate 3D 
Digi-View Gold 
Fantavision 
Deluxe Photolab 
Comic Setter 


£69.00 
£175.00 
£39.00 
£89.00 
£49.95 
£185.00 
£59.00 
£99.00 
£125.00 
£29.00 
£48.50 
£59.00 


Timeworks DPT 
First Word Plus 
Data Manager Prof 
Microsoft Write 
VIP Professional 
GFA Basic V3 

EZ Track Plus 

ST Replay 4 
Devpac ST V2 

K Minstrel 2 
Super Conductoe 
8.7.05 


AT THE 
16 БІТ CENTRE 


Unit 17, Lancashire Fittings Science Vi 
Claro Road, Harrogate. HG1 4AF 
Access Tel: (0423) 526322 


£99.00 
£69.00 
£59.00 
£99.00 
£99.00 
£59.00 
£49.00 
£69.00 
£48.00 
£22.50 
£39.00 
£22.50 












Gamer 





PIRATES STAY AT SEA! 





TGM will not knowingly place adverts for pirated software. In an 

the problem, we will not place any ad which 
doesn't include a full name and address. Box numbers and code 
names are unacceptable. Thank you for your cooperation. 


effort to contr 











WANTED 


Amiga Min ocr, sare, ки A 





Desperate or programmes. books, games, 
marta t алсу COM 4032 vystent Vita 
To Fate Uyun 4 Arto Cour, Садот Ave 
Shawands, Glasgow 4T ЗНА or 041 546 








honey or swap, Contact Marc Hassan, А 
Flores Road, London We 308 or prone 01 
Wanted: Secondhand games кә Sega con 

pay "Andy on 0202 








Wanted: Cheap Air 520 STEM. Must be in 
ОО отр Уди Yet DAT) P0790 aer 


FOR SALE 


Look pers Aa 3208 tor эш, compie 
падања 168 Kew Road Richmond, Sur 











C04/128 users! Want 10 know how experts 
Bree m magannes? Than send SAE + ET 
on ayer. (TOM) 98 Мало Road. © 











irr, Cambsióga Cb 4UO. 
Atari S29STFM. mouse + mat. joystick 


Command, Buggy Boy. ipe Hang 
are All boxed and n perfec condition £320 
Ta 462) 835203 ater p. 


fot, Super Mang 





Amiga 800. unwanted Xmas present, һа 
arte, Ui D» stare eang өн 
"ve. Fusion. VET, ec. pus TV modulator 
(тел, worth £700.00 sei for 636000 
пуло Contact ideal 7 12040 бө) 





A ST games for sale: Virus, Fight 
Simulator 2 Carrer Command, Pobos Quest 
Winer -Oympad, Xenon. Siac. Thunder 
Blade, Hot Ball Dungeon Master Lancelot 
Gut fun Power Drome and many more 
Phone Ardrew on 01) 650 1750 


Atari S20STEM, 1 your oid, used fve hours 
акыт we 100 drgnal boxed games, cost 
дек over L2 000. accept £900 oro or wouid 
S. Phone 0268 007622 айы бот or 
ers ack fr Ray 





Atari S20STFM. excelert condition. phus 18 
Соло, mnt condibon. games ON Car 
Vus Kanon. wa al fot tor €300 ono Prone 
Хау, Coventry 0209) 13398, мом Pn ври" 
Som 


Atari STEM inching bui in 1 mag arve, 
‘mags, Ony 5 morana od. worin £600", se 
Te aeo or swan tor Aga. Phone 6442 
оо! aner 6pm 








COM MC. Excelerator 00, көне 
ache, Naos mouse, das end tapas, 2190 
‘Sno, Also Aruga UMS Lnopanad £10. Prone 
(8834/4578 (West wasu ar p" 








‘Comes, sata recorder. joystick, magazines 
Sound (650 of software ле. Lasi Nang 2. Ba 
Brian 2. Атда, Сүрөт 2, Ela eic AI 
erga, ыр wort around ВОО, wil vl. 
VY one Feng 224 4130 aner 1 up. 


Sepe cortidges £10 each! Ойлап, Zion 2. 
Rambo 2, Nex Kos, Space Warner, Acton 
Fe, Super Terria, Chopater Contact 
Bre is Shaw Orva залеђа, Wareham 
Dorset BH20 TBS, or prone 092 95 54246 
Don lay, wa today! 


Ametred CPC0128 cour monitors, son: 
ware wort £500. Dea nc. Op WOR, har 
лел. Сими, Blood, Ele, Santi, auo 
aca tapes Mint condition wort €900. Sel 
£200 ono. Contact. Mark биота. 77 Gaba 
Street, Casnorord West Yorks WE 10 AW 





сөм м. wan tape deck, starter pack, dust 
ote. joystick, over 100 qames and 20 mags 
ЕЗ оће дин ST Ver С 


Amaraq 0128 computer, coins moror дак 
ve tape aec yet. ЗОО wort 
good cordon. Dargar £280. Sega Syston 
{кеша да contr pada; oystex 1 
COR £900, ма for £220. АТ 678 sasi 





став win 1571 дек ceive plus 1901 colour 
‘ror i 200, wi мї ки (бер oro. Cal Mark 
2908 359 0830. 


Amstrad 8128, mono montor pus TV тоо. 


Manager Y Excelent condition. a ior E300 
Ты Abingdon 235) 25895 


“к Spectrum 22. Kempston 
Озок and imariace, 2 Cheetah кумкэз. 
agarras ыса tics oF Smale worth 
TER Wa cores ofer around £100. Prone 
Жони C325) 9 1475 але $ 30pm 


Qo on punk. make my дау Buy my Toshiba 
MX d ТОК computer cassa recorder 
"папова and gares Boxed as new Oniy (Бб. 
Sr Feng Gary on (0962) 698918 f s cheaper 





chine 


READER CLASSIFIEDS 


См. ом» recorder: joystick, mags. 
АРА СВМ Users and many more, TR 
‘worm ol sofware nc OTOC, Pazar Savage 
‘Sec mary more. Set for £900 oro. Tet (07051 
Te una spn 





а Оби games ке зе hl 
gren A Type Mero Soccer. EYO М 
осе. me Pacon. C. Blood, Menace’ Out 
fon OFT. басіа F M3 Fan otc Тө 
pem 


Mari 820 STEM wet riomas and влета эле 
pes demon. games mage and bare ot 
Aa ior 1320. phone Lee, between ipm an 
‘open on Royston 763 248068. 





Turbo Load lor Amiga. Easy installed into 
gne ders speeding up loading Dy over 

iz, win ача P O А 
vr, 80 Farnam Hat Dre Fonnar, New 
tase Upon Tyre NE4 OKA Tat 091 7748020 
== 


Segal wih 7 games есімде Sharon. Aner. 
cher and Space rarer aso wi 2 cont 
feos and tudin game, Wort over £200, si 
rotor ony E100 Prone Sam on 1) 328 ia 

Yay afr а 30pm 





Cames, 2CN datasets, Oceanic 
ОС 1890, joysto. %0 Dane бека pu 
о sowane on tape and io. two back up 
салден. Muse Manes Designer Pench 
о omo. Tet Loya Haron on Eosen 








‘Amiga 800, тоолно externa anve. stored 
Ven over 1000. oriy £800 ono. Phone Mick 
[к= 





— era per 
ERI UOTE Y 
EG TES 
Белестен 





Mari 820 STFM 2 months od, exceter con- 
Sin. 3 games раку dek. mous, 
£250 Ac Sega System. У games wc Aer 
mer and Cispa Defence, Ў курай, ence 
Tent condi, E100 Fang 09000150 lever. 


Bargain ST games sale Sooocbal, xenon. 
I Quis Svon Роне. UMS. 
rry CTech Saino. Pool CS sach Buy 

lor AS and save portal C108" Al org: 
Pa Tet (011674 0002 afer m. 





‘more Cxceser baga” at EOS HUTY ana 
hone Жел n Remora on (04023) 74395. 


Mari ST software, 100% of e stes ton AP 
StS to £10. For Pa tato: O Jones, 61.58 
Gorge Sven. Fade PAY ДЕ (noue а 
p 


Spectrum 128-2. comes wih joystick ang 
iae pus custcove' and over 1000 worth 
of engina software. A bargar, a 1450. Te 
{Benz} 250099 or was tor Waren Эти, 27 
Rares Avenue, Онаа Nonroum NG 
95 


(ова, а= оле, 2 dita recorders, 2 backup 
Carriages. Acton Replay MIA ала пове 
тећи рушса. 100 dee, 50 tapes Vul of 
"pre 300 games. AP Tor C318 ono. Cai 
Zm aur ври 





BACK BYTES 





£123. ATARI ST PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFT 
WARE FOR E1 23 Sond a argo SAE to HPOL 
ТО wi Cose, Marta Weighton, Yon YO 
SOL ora free своди, nd dor V miss out 
on your chance to WIR COMMERCIAL SOFT 





mand, targhe nea, Ferari Formula 1, EA 
EE oh No зато am Wider 








non. Derbyshire X17 OUT. Tet 090888) 
Atari S2OSTFM, memory upgraded to 1 meg 
och card. over £1080 ongina! войне 
volue Fast Banc, Cima Moraca А. 


Type. Space me Guang. Dsterder c me 





ST software fr sae. SAE 1o Mae 0/2, 23 
Mou Pleasant Rond, Due PAZO OHO. 





teri STEM wth £400. of software including 








uc Disk Dox, biana disks, word processor, 
‘Deas cf mags varous pes Joysticks oer 
Жамылған олу 1250 Vei 0/3 902403 s 
самым. Exceterator dek drive. loads of 
mes. Barbaran 2, Pools oi Raganos, 





VEO onc Ter Pau биз 676/84, mor 





Sega Master System, wo convoi pads, b 
ruins Space Hare, Боите 
Kang Fu Kid. Hang On. Asiro Улт E] 











Armes ticking Prenian Star, Rambo W, 
ease Breer et lane Powe 
Басы a 





Amstrad CPCABA, соол monitor, dek dive 
тт joystick, Over £200 worin sofware 
тову cassette) £315. Also ОКТОО gym, 
Sess cordon. wan power ut £200 Phone. 
Жз 33173. тылау Norton 


57 software: Test Orve, Ози. DOT C 
Shanon Part Metrocros. Suywers Wir 
529 Ол Rampage. Star Gider, Barbarian 
да? Wreting, Otbterator and mary more 
ES sach iso any putic domam sofware 
forsale To 001 552 3710. aw for Mark 


Commodore 128. 1570 дик arive, printer 
modam. Expor sound expander over 100 
‘Soke, apes. softwar, mags. booke, every 
{hung ый boned ann perte cordon. £380, 
‘Sno Prone (051) 820 5083. 


Spectrum software tor saie Arcade, strategy 
ставило games are avaiable om 990 lo 
£5.00, Prose sond an SAE to Marr, Beven 
Aire Fc Coupon, Esse" 110 TAN you 


Commodore 64, now disk sve, тәнге vare. 
ушка: dotasetie, GEOS mouse & cease 
iere des эш bon, 280. Tet OF 8 


— јаз as стік 
SE came re 
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WE SPECIALISE IN 








































































ARRIVING DAILY SOFTWARE IMPORTS 
PHONE NOW!! WHY WAIT MONTHS FOR 
BUSINESS & UTILITY SOFTWARE YOU CAN 
SOFTWARE AVAILABLE ORDER NOW 
Mail Order Prices Only 
All Computer Prices are being 
savagely slaughtered!!! 
Phone NOW for amazing deals: 
01-760 0274 
AMIGA SOFTWARE 
КЕ Атда Gold н Berces oie Lance Stary 
terburner iga its feroes of 
Bombjack ‘Archon Collection Host Thunderball Кезге s 
Chuckie E Alien Syndrome. Interceptor World Tour бон асы 5 
Crazy Cars. Art of Chess ron Lord Zany Golf MS MO s 
Double Dragon Battle Chess Joan of Arc 
Була Sha Bards Ta SAAC Rally Chronoquest DESEEEEES AMA ad 
ying Shark rds Tale 1 Lombar 
4x4 Racing Bards Tale 2 Manhattan Dealers Dreamzone ЖЕН Sens -AMGA 
Guerilla War Corruption Mortvilie Manor Falcon £8.50 
Galactic Conqueror Carrier Command Mindfighter Hybris Excalibur 
Helibent Captain Blood Nigel Mansells G P. King of Chicago AB200 
ке Colossus Chess. Operation Wolf 
Menace. Chessmaster 2000 Obiiterator Sword ot Sodan £13.50 
Mini-Golf Dungeon Master (1 Meg)  Puffy's Saga TV Sports Football DNA Warrior 
Pacmania Daley Thompson Pools of Radiance Three Stooges Baal 
ешт of the Jedi Ei Powerdrome No Excuses 
Spitting image Fusion President is Missing £49.50 Fourth & Inches 
Techno Cop. Ferrari Formula One Roger Rabbit Deluxe Photolab LED Storm 
Trivial Pursuit 2 Firezone Space Harrier Deflector 
Ultimate Golf Fish Speed Ball Galdregon's Domain 
Wanted Fernandez Must Die Starglider 2 Emmanuel 
Zoom Gunship Motor Massacre 
Advanced Ski 
ST SOFTWARE Live & Let Die 
[MM Game Over 2 Stockmarket Heroes of the Lance £15.91 
mp. Manics Diary шепа Wars wunderblade on Ki oach 
Јов Blade Galactic Wars Technocop Kennedy Approach. Space Guest? 
Perfect Match Galactic Conqueror Tiger Road Lombard RAC Rally Breach 
Rogue Ike Trivial Pusuit 2 Mind Fighter Paladin 
Strip Poker Data Joe Blade 2 Ultimate Golf Nigel Mansell's G.P. Gauntlet 2 
Side Winder Leisure Suit Larry I — bhierator Batman 
Tee Up Live & Let Die £15.95 “s Saga Hotball 
Lancelot Bards Tale ‘of Radiance Scary Mutant 
£13.50 Mickey Mouse Barbarian (PSY) Powerdrome Victory Road 
1943 ini est ‘Questron Joan of Arc 
Alen Syndrome Overlander Captain Blood Speedball in 
Afterburner Operation Wott Corruption ider 2 
Bomb Jack Pacmania EC Stealth Fighter 
man redator Master HARDWARE 
Baal Rambo 3 Еме Times of Lore 520 ӨТЕМ Explorer Pk — £275 
Chuckie Egg Space Harrier Falcon Wizards Crown 520 STFM Super Pk —— £349 
Double Dragon Super Hang On Fish Zany Golf 1040 STFM Super Pk — £449 
Daley Thompson Spitting image Fernandez Must Die 
Dragon Ninja Guild of Thieves NEW RELEASES – ST 
Flying Shark Soldier of Light Gunship esa 
Football Man. 2 Sargon Chess Hostages аы Bek 
Mad Flunkey 
Quickshot 2 Turbo £8.95 
Pro 5000 £11.00 | SPECIAL OFFERS as 
Lm СРЕ pu] Dragin's Lair £29.95 The Games Winter Edition 
T Star Raiders 
Mouse Mat. £4.50 (poeni 
10 Blank Discs (3.5) £12.50 о 
Borrodino. 
E Thunderwi 
Name: Type of computer: i Galdregons Domain 
| i 
Address: PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING. 
ITEMS: ! A500 512k Dugger 
lotor Massacre 
те ВАМ CARDS | Disk 15 Games Comp 
Full range of hardware and software tor WITH CLOCK | с15.50 
all popular machines at discount prices. Breach 
Cheques and postal orders made pay- ONLY Paladin 
able to: 
SABRE SIXTEEN, 7 Park Street, £19.50 
Croydon, Surrey, GRO 170. Kings Quest 4 


99.00 





Prices include p&p within the UK. 
Europe: please add £1.00 per item. 
Hardware (UK) please add £5. Hard- 
ware (Europe) please add £10. 


POST & PACKAGING 
TOTAL: 






Federation of Free Traders. 
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industry ” 


infancy 
THIS BASTARD BREED 


Dear Games Machine. 
n the past the computer industry, more. 
specifically on the games side, has been 
compared to the music industry. The 
more ook into this observation, the more 
itseems to be correct. Some people may 
consider this a good thing but looking at 
the current state of pop music I worry 
what may become of the software 
industry. | hope my observations are 
wrong but it looks ke the leisure 
computer industry is set to became the 
legitimate child of the music industry. 

There are many factors in the industry 
which mirror the music industry. Take the 
О tiresome, infante argument of "my 
computer is better than yours. Fans of 
different music styles such as Heavy 
Metal, Indie, Dance etc, have been. 
constantly bickering against each other 
for years I's nothing new and it wil 
continue as long as magazines print 
these fue letters and give air to these. 
people. Likewise the od subject of hype 
in the software industry is much the same 
as the music industry. How often have we 
heard" this band are the next big thing or 
‘the new album is their bestever oc the. 
latest tour is going to be something else. 
зо get your tickets now. without ever. 
having heard any new vinyl output when 
за quotes have been written. 

Often we're left waiting weeks, 
sometimes months in anticipation, and 
the end result is often somewhat 
disappointing. How often have computer 
punters heard `f takes the machine tits 
limits or ‘nothing has been seen like it 
‘before’. Butit's not just the advertisers to 
blame but the magazines as wel 
building games up like a music mag 
builds up a particular band. | mean they 
aren't exactly going to give a cover story 
to a band and then slag them off 
something rotten inside. Likewise if а 
‘computer magazine is offered an 
exclusive preview or review as long as it 
ison the cover, then they are hardly likely 
to put said game down. The software 
‘company wouldn't allow it~ or it certainly 
Wouldn't give that magazine any more 
exclusives. 

To take the analogy futher, what 
about the smaller, independent 
companies? Many independent record 
labels are often distributed by the larger. 
companies. Likewise many smaller 
software companies are merely 
extensions of the larger companies. 
Maybe once they were individuals but 
eventually the big companies moved in. 

The music industry has always 
followed trends, and the software. 
industry also seems to follow the trend ot 
following trends. It takes one to discover 
‘anew style and then many more jump оп 
the bandwagon to create a glut of similar 
products. In music the early seventies 








industry is set to 


Pessimistic Andrew Forster argues that we're all 
being taken for a ride by an industry still in its 


were dominated by дат, by the late 
Seventies it had become the trend tobe a 
disco band, tor the early eighties the trand 
was new romantics. | could go one. The 
software industry has aiso followed 
trends. AL one time it was platform 
games, then sporting simulations onto 
Shoot em ups, driving simulations and the. 
current trend of fight simulators. 

We are always reminded of new 
technology. Remember when compact 
disc was new? Don't worry about the high 
price, once the market has established 
itself he prices wil tumble. True the 
players have come down in price but the 
discs have stayed pretty much the same 
‘even though CD's are now outselling their 
vinyl counterparts. Remind you of 
something? That's right — the 16-bit 
‘market. Prices will come down once 
‘enough units have be sold. Yes the 
‘computers have come down in price, but 
the software hasn't changed one iota 
even though 16-bit software is now 
holding its own in the software charts 

Tt you have stayed with me the end you 
may well think | am being unduly 
pessimistic. However, | think | am being 
extremely realistic, and ! just поре that 
the software industry doesn't become as 
stagnant and repetetve as the music 
industry. Think about it! 

‘Andrew Forster, Warrington, WAT ЗЕТ 


Of course there are a lot of big fish 
‘making it difficult for the smaller ones 
o survive, but that's just part and 


exactly what TGM does! As to the 
Question of this objectivity well, we 
сап only speak for ourselves. TGM had. 
never used cover-mount cassettes ог 
Similar promotions because we ve 
always believed (a) that readers. 
shouldn't be hammered by high costs 
and (b) that TGM's coverage of 
software is sufficient reason to buy the. 
magazine. 


WHY QUALITY COUNTS 
Dear Games Machine. 
After recentiy upgrading from a 
Spectrum, have begun to see computing 
ina dierent ight. And the reason for this 
‘change? No, | have not been stunned by 
the ‘state of the art computers 
themselves, but by the magazines 
dedicated to them. 

nan vers tave rosary read 

Unti the 

Begering of 88 Wis catered or my 
needs exactly, with ust about the right 
mix of news, reviews and programming. 





READERPAGE 


The leisure computer industry 
became the illegitimate child of the music 


Over the past year, however, it has 
become obsessed with commercial gain. 
Reviewing sections have become a 
minimal concern, and are now replaced. 
bya wealth of advertising and info on the. 
latest craze toy. But, unfortunately, far 
worse than that is the new trend of. 
supplying tree’ cassettes on the front of 


ever magazine 

Аз а devoted TGM reader, he. 
difference in quality between the so- 
Called ‘up-market’ 16-bit and the 
sometimes tacky 8-bit mags has become 
apparent. Understandably 8-b mags 
tend to have a younger market, but this is 
по excuse for poor presentation at 
extortionate prices. There are of course, 
exceptions lo ths ule, and й can be 
dangerous to generalise 

In the muft-user market, each 
magazine is trying desperately to impress. 
the potential buyer with glossy 
presentation The problem with this. 
however rs that he older machines tend 
to get ignored. To my mind, ТОМ is the 
‘only magazine to treat ай computers, 
including the consoles, fairly. Thank you 
and keep up the good work 
RJ Siva, Bishop's Stortford, CMZ3 


HIGH PRICE OF MEGA 
GAMES 


Dear Games Machine 
Ive got a tone to pick with you! When | 
get your magazine | hurriedly ick 
through ooking for software for the Sega 
console Butto my amazement there are 
hardly any features for the Sega. Or for 
the Nintendo, or PC Engine. So come on, 
‘more features forthe consoles! 

This time Sega has gone over the top 
with the 16-bit console. The graphics 
Tight be briliant, but the prices аге way 
to high. Who's going to pay so much 
money just for one 16-bit game? 

Keep the good work up and continue 
the magazine for years to come. 

Marc Evans, Kent, TN24 801. 


‘The question of price is a fair one, but 
‘surely itis ultimately a matter of value 
ог money rather than some pre- 
‘specified price point. After all, we've 
all know 8-bit games which are boring 
after one or two plays, while some 16- 
bit or console games can keep you 
‘coming back for more time and time 
‘again (and vice-versa of course). How. 
long is a piece of string? 


Dear Games Machine 
Yam becoming rapidly discontented with 
my Spectrum. Wnat need в some advice 
as to which machine | should change to 
Firstly, ever since | saw (and heard) 
how briliant the СЫ S was desperate 
forone.Inowhave asuticient amount of 
money to purchase one, butas the 16-bit 
computers and consoles take over. lee 
{hat am not keeping up win technology 
My second choice is the MGT SAM. | am 
doubtful about this "Spectrum Saviour’ 
(as reported in Back Bytes TGMO14) the 
resolution 6 not adequate when 
compared to the C64's 320200 (Mode 3 





may have 512x192, but only in four 
colours, and didn't understand Mode 2's 
intention). The speed of tne 2808 
processor, 6MHZ, although reasonably 
tast, seems to me to be too slow. The 64 
colour palette is okay, but there can be 
‘only 16 colours on screen - the same as 
the ST. 

The 16-bit Nintendo is too far ofl, while 
the 16-bit Sega Mega Drive's software 
‘Support seems dubious. The 
Atari 1040ST s specification is a let down 
in the sound department, and also to 
some extent the resolution and colour. 

The MSK2 (whose graphics you say are 

Impossible in their use to distinguish 
from a normal IV... we're talking real 


Me’) raised my hopes but they were soon 
‘dampened after Barnaby Page's opinion 
In TGM014 ‘would t ever be released in 
the K7. Also the £300 price tag seems 
"oo high for my budget. The Amiga is 
brillant, but also way over my budget, but 
| may be able to buy one from Silica Shop 





Konix console: worth waiting for? 


‘on HP terms » is this advisable? 

On the subject of consoles again, the 
PC Engine is stupendous, but the games 
are expensive at £30, and limited in 
number And of course, the console itself 
isn’t exactly cheap. 

Then, there is the Konix Multi System 
with the peripherals that | have dreamed 
‘of, and the colour, 3-D bitter graphics, 
CD quality sound and the 16-bit 68000 
processor. The only trouble is. . | 
cannot wait til late summer for it 

Please, please, help me - | fel like а 
Sinclair C5 on Spaghetti Junction! 
Shuhei Ali Eccles M30 OFX. 


Ho hum. The problem of which 
computer or console to buy basically 
revolves around two variables: 
application and price. First of all, look 
atwhat you really want your computer 
todo. Buzzer's and bell's are fine, but. 
o you always need them? In the world 
of entertainments computing there. 
will always be a machine with a more 
advanced specification than the one. 
you currently own, and to buy a 








more important, software support 
would be crazy. As to fe question of 
consoles yet to be released, first 
convince yourself that it's worth 
waiting. The waiting game can be se't- 


Gloomy old Andrew Forster gets £40. 
‘count it £40 worth of software of his 
‘choice for his moaning diatribe on pop 
records - but the question is, can you 
бо better? Send your letters to 
READERPAGE, TGM,PO Box 10, 
Ludlow, Shropshire SYB 108. Put the 
‘world to rights, keep in touch with 
your fellow man and maybe grab the 
40 jackpot. You'd be a dipstick not to. 





110/116ТОМ TX 017:4-89 














 HiSoft BAS 


for the Amiga 


Jf A fast, easy-to-use interactive compiler 


f Fully compatible with: 


AmigaBASIC 

Microsoft QuickBASIC 3 
ST BASIC 

Power BASIC ST 

HiSoft BASIC ST 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| .f Runs on any Amiga 
| 4 The fastest BASIC on the Amiga 

| f Full use of shared libraries & multitasking 


= A No licence fees on your compiled code 


г-----ЕСЧЧЧЕШІ 1 145434924 ------ 
І 
І 
І 








І 

1 As a very special offer, the first 1000 copies of HiSoft BASIC for the Amiga will be shipped with 

1 a FREE copy of the AmigaBASIC Inside & Out Book and Software so that you can instantly 

| experience the true power of HiSoft BASIC. If that wasn't enough, we are also reducing the price | 
I from £99.95 to £79.95 (inclusive) for the first 1000 copies. Hurry to get your copy now! I 
L 


—HiSoft E 


High Quality Software 


Amiga & ST versions of HiSoft BASIC (£79.95), HiSoft Devpac (£59.95) & Aztec 
C (£129 Professional, £179 Developer) are all available from good shops or, 
in case of difficulty, directly from HiSoft. You can oraer using Access & Visa. 





HiSoft, The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE 


Call: (0525) 718181 
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t happened with floppies. It 
happened with punch cards, 
when some bright spark 
invented them to help count 
America’s population in the 
| late 19th century. It may be happen 
ing with digital audio tape (DAT) 
another ‘technology of tomorrow 
that seems to prove tomorrow never 
comes. No doubt it happened with 
stone tablets when the Lord gave 
Moses a new storage medium. 

|. And now it’s happening with CD- 

ROM — a method of keeping data on 
| the compact discs you already use for 

music. (See my feature in TGM008 or 
Mel Croucher's in the first issue for 
echnical background.) 

But despite all the магы 
an information revolution. and 
despite — Mirrorsolt/Cinemaware’s 
recent launch of the first CD-ROM 
| game (Defender Of The Crown on PC 
| see Previews), it’s becoming clear that 
| behind the hype there are several 
problems which will keep CD-ROM 
away from your home computer for 
years to come. 

Surprisingly, it must be said, price is 
not one of them. Mitrorsoft's product 
| will retail for £49.95 — admittedly it’s 

only testing the market. and therefore. 
| they may not be looking for profit on 

it — and cheap CD-ROM drives are 
available for a handful of hundred 
quid 

In fact, the biggest problem is iron- 
ically — the very thing that CD-ROM 
supporters tout: the disk's capacity. A 

о 682Mb, 















































though for 
the practical limit is 553Mb. That com. 
| pares with the 360K-880K capacity of 
| formatted ST and Amiga disks. 

| “All well and good,’ you say, ‘we 
can now keep over 1,000 ST games on 








product comes not in duplication but 
in getting the data on there. (Usually 
that's not a program — CD-ROM is 
most suitable for storing huge 
amounts of words and pictures, and 
among Pergamon Compact Solution's 
most-prized achievements is a com. 
plete parts catalogue for Boeing 7575. 
1 found it had great depth and some 
addictive qualities, but the graphics 
were minimal and gameplay uncom- 
pelling.) 

‘And Mackonochie went on to say 
at the launch of Defender Of The Crown, 
that a typical CD-ROM uses just 
150Mb-250Mb. That proves the 
и: CD-ROM is a storage medium 
ht years ahead of the kind of data 
most of us want to store. 

We may be unhappy with our 360K 
ST drive, but consider how long its 
laken programmers to make use of 
that with real code rather than 
graphics and sound; and then con 
sider how much longer it would take 
them to reach the limits of, say, son 
РСУ 1.44Mb floppy drive: and you'll 
see that though CD-ROM may be a 
compact solution, it’s not the only 



















































Now the good news 

Does this sound Luddite? 1 suppose so 
— at least it's heartening to see that 
companies are experimenting with 
CD-ROM, because it is useful in areas 
where huge amounts of unchanged 
data are necessary (ең libra 
databases of medical information. a 
so on). 

Also, without wishing to sound 
xenophobic (I'll leave that to the true 
Brits who raved on about Konix's 
Multi-System simply because it’s not 


My CD write or ROM? 


| CD-ROM means nothing unless we сап make it useful, says Barnaby Page 


Japanese), из industrially good for 
Europe to be at the forefront of an 
electronic technology for once, Chips 
are dominated by the Ame and 
Japanese and consumer electronics 
(stereos, videos etc) by the Japanese - 
but CD-ROM is partly the province of 
Philips, the Dutch firm, as well as 
Japan's Sony 

And, those benefits aside, there is a 
future for CD-ROM - except it won't 
be ROM any more, it'll be like a пог 

ial read/writable disk. Let's call it 
WRARAI (‘write, read and rewrite ad 
infinitum’, pronounced ‘Rory’) 

The Amiga hard disk has only just 
arrived from Commodore (see this 
month's news), It'll be perfect for 
data-hungry graphics work ~ imagine 
how many bitmapped screens you can 
store and recall without having 10 
change disks. So imagine the advan: 
tages of having a 682Mb hard disk on 
an Amiga, PC or ST: enough pictures 
could be stored to create complex ani. 

Steve Jobs, one of the inventors of 
the Apple Mac, has seen the potential 
of WRARAI and put an erasable opti 
val disk system in his recenily 
launched _ NeXT workstation 
(TGMO12). Tellingly, however, he has 
since had to add a normal floppy drive 
— presumably because there's no 
incentive for software houses to bring. 
out optical-disk products just for the 
NeXT 

Still, earlier this year, Sony released 
a standalone erasable optical disk sys 
tem, and though it costs almost £8,000 
for the simplest model, i's a welcome 
sign that the true potential of optical 
storage for computers = whether it’s 
CD, Laservision, CDI or what have 
you — is at last being appreciated. 































































a single CD-ROM drive, plug itin. and. 
| choose what we want when we want 
without looking for those boring old 
disks! 

Theoretically, yes (apart from the 
fact that there aren't 1,000 ST games 
іп existence) = but think what it 
would cost 
|. Even given that you'd be paying for 

one comparatively cheap CD-ROM 

disk rather than 1,000 3.5-inchers. 
[and even given that the softwar 

house's duplication and distributio: 
| costs would be lower (for the same 
reason), and even given that the 
retailer's profit margin would be smal 
ler (for the same reason), 1 reckon 
| you'd still be looking at a five-figure 
|. And that's because however much 
the physical costs were reduced, you'd 
| be looking at centuries of prog. 
ramming work — and programmers 
have to be paid (though some would. 
tell you stories to the contrary). 

Indeed, Jim Mackonochie. Chair 
man of Mirrorsoft and its sister CD. 
ROM company Pergamon Compact 
Solution, confirmed that the majority 
of their investment in a CD-ROM 


‘CD-ROM supporter Jim Mackonochie: the 
Mirrorsoft man says ‘I didn't want to sit 
around doing nothing till 1 had a large 
user base... 1 thought, hell, let's try 
something 
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ALL ORDERS 
SENT ist CLASS 
(0536) 


EXPEDITE TRADING sos 


MAIL OREDER SUPPLIERS OF SOFTWARE, COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS 


188 
Falcon 

Lombard RAC 
Operation Wott 
Thunder Blade. 

TV Sports Football 
Speedball 

Еме 

Rocket Ranger 
Dragons Lair (1 meg) 
Hostages 

RType 

Dungeon Master 
Afterburner 

Heroes of the Lance 
Crazy Carsll 

War in Middle Earth 
Dragon Ninja 
Barbarian 

Sword ol Sodan 
WEC. LeMans 
Blazing Barrels 


Amiga ST 
28.00 

1900 
19.00 
19.00 
2400 - 
19.00 19.00 
19.00 14.00 
240 - 
3400 

1900 
1900 
2400 
16.00 
19.00 
19.00 
1600 
19.00 
1600 
19.00 
1900 


sem 
RoboCop 

Dragon Ninja 
Afterbumer 

World Games. 

Pro Ski Simulator 
Double Dragon 
Emo Hughes int Soccer 
LeMans 

Ace2 

TomCat 

1943 

Batman 
LiveandLet Die 
Motor Massacre 
Technocop 

Total Eclipse 

Ring Wars 
Thunderbiade 
Barbanan ıı 

Nato Assault Course 


Spectrum CBM GA 
800 850 


1600 
1600 


19.00 
1600 
1900 
1600 
1900 
16.00 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1600 
16.00 
FOR TITLES NOT LISTED SUBTRACT DISCOUNT FROM AAP 
БАР. DISCOUNT RRP DISCOUNT 
135-25 1600 220-216 2350 
25-21 £5.00 £161 £250 
621-620 $400 f£n-e0 2150 
We supply software for Amiga, Atari ST, СВМ 64, Sega, Spectrum, 


;omputers. 
For completo range of software phone or send a S.A E. stating computer. 
How to order: Send us your name and address with order stating title and 
computer. Please make cheque/P О. payable to Expedite Trading. 

МАТ. and postage inc. Overseas add £1.50 postage. 
EXPEDITE TRADING, Unit G, 41 Unit Street, Kettering, Northants NN16 BJR 


GETITRIGHT USE EXPEDITE 


24Hr FAST 
DISPATCH 


SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


RRP OUR 


$ Stu Compiaton. 
Acvanced Rugby Sim 
Baa 

Beni 

вита 

Cantan Blood 


Гри 
Frecombat Piot 
Facon 

EOFT Onon 
yng Shark 
Рома Drector2 


£9.95 BOX OF TEN 


See our editorial and advertisement 
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(and fixed odds) 
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PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. 
MICRO | ITEM 





AMOUNT 


BEST BYTE ORDER FORM 



































TOM APR 


Name. 


Address. 





Method of Payment: (Please tick) PO — Cheque 


To order send this form with Cheque/PO payable to ‘Best Byte’ Mail Order only. 
Overseas orders add £1.50 per item, outside Europe add £3.00 per item for Air Mail. 
BEST BYTE (DEPT TGM16), 2 QUARRY GARDENS, TONBRIDGE, KENT TN9 2SG 














BACK BYTES 





1)True or false? Incredible Shrink- 
ing Sphere from Electric Dreams 
was designed from the pattern on 
a carpet slipper. 


Christmas for 14 employees at 
Amstrad HQ? 


| 3) Which ex-Apple mogul is 

launching his NeXT computer: а) 
Steve Jobs, b) Gizza Jobs, c) Big 
Jobs? 


4) True or false? Recorded sound 


2) What was in Santa's sack last | 
was invented by Thomas Edison. | 


5) Whatis a PPC: a) TV network, b) 


a computer, c) a toilet voyeur? 


6) Translate the following binary 
code into a base-ten number. 
0001 01100111 


T) Why is Fujitsu opening a $100 
million semiconductor plant in the 
UK? 


8) Hw much import duty do 
foleign devirs of EEC ргопк on cost 
of honoulabre Japanese daisy- 
reer plintel? 


9) Which software houses are to 
be found in these weather reports: 
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UNCLEMEL'S 
TRIVIA QUIZ 


DAMN RAIN, FOGS AN’ MIRE, R. 
R-ROOF MIST? 


10) How many SAS men does it 
take to program a computer? 


11) What have Chin Soo Ying and 
Kenji Urata got in common? 


12) Who recorded the theme 
music for BBC TV's computer 
programme Electric Avenue? 


13) Which drama does not feature 
robots: a) Bladerunner, b) The 
‘Stepford Wives, c) Westworld, d) 





Neighbours? 
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FLYING WITH 
MICROPROSE 
COMP 

Winner receives a PC with monitor 


and a copy of F19 Stealth Fighter. 


He is Spencer Bromage of Her- 
ford. 








LED STORM 
HOTLINE 
COMP 


50 winners to receive a copy of 
Led Storm. However, we only got 
37 correct entries you bunch of 
thickies! The masterminds among 
youwere 

Hanson, 
London N12 K Patton, Hemel Hempstead 


Nigel Cran. Camos, CB6 3ML- X R Coar, 
‘Norwich: Ghia roi, Co Antrim. Sith 








NEXT MONTH 


Gamer 





8 So you want be a programmer? In that case you'd better not miss 
the Back Bytes guide to careers in computing. Let TGM put you on 


the road to success! 


т ТОМ visits the Frankfurt music fair to report on the latest develop- 
ments in the ST and PC department 


Ii Jez San continues with ‘project X° 


IM Fantastic screens from the New York computer graphics show 
E The beginners guide to word processing and DTP 


m Competitions. 
m Awards 
Ii Totally brilliant games 


BE TGM018is onsale from 20 April 


chi 


14) What have Monty Python, 
Microdeal and Paddy Ashdown 
got in common? 


15) What was the heaviest charge 
clocked up on the ‘banned’ Chat 
terbox telephone network: £600, 
£6,000 or £60,000? 


16) Whois responsible for Horror- 
soft: a) Mr and Mrs Everiss, b)bre- 
wer's droop, c) Tynesoft? 


17) What were the monsters in 
Night Of The Lepus, The Stuff, 
Them, Island Of Terror, Teenagers 
From Outer Space, and Willard? 


18) What's chunky, sleek, and 
grey, and has 'Konix’ stamped оп 
its bottom? 


19) What is the Mavica 2-inch 
0.8Mb floppy disk used to store? 


20) Which ‘Alternative’ cartoon 
hero celebrates his 60th birthday | 
this year? | 
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114/116ТОМ TX 017:4-89 





j| WHEN LAW FAILS... VIGILANTE PREVAILS = 


| У (Е. 
3 ( 2 | 1 Pi 4 И И | | 

1 ны 4 МА Ú 
4 | a 1 7 I М, a 


Uu Ome cece /- 14) — (om — 
1994 NEW YORK ...... The police dare not patrol the streets, es 


The army cannot control the city. Law and order no longer | | 
exists. ...... When street L С 
























































